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The  Chemists'  and  Druggists'  Diary  for  1888  is  now 
completed,  and  the  first  edition  for  Australasian  circulation 
was  shipped  by  the  Orient  steamer  the  Oroya,  which  left 
London  on  Thursday.  Australasian  subscribers  wishing  to 
have  extra  copies  should  write  at  once  to  the  office  of  The 
Chemist  and  Druggist,  Normanby  Chambers,  Melbourne, 
remittiDg  2s.  6d.  for  every  extra  copy  required.  Every 
actual  subscriber  there  will  be  entitled  to  cne  copy  free. 
The  price  to  non-subscribers  is  3s.  6d. 


The  reading  cases  which 
we  offer  to  subscribers  are 
now  used  by  a  very  large 
number  of  chemists,  and 
are  found  very  convenient. 
They  keep  together  thirteen 
numbers  in  very  tidy  form, 
always  ready  for  reference. 
By  having  two  cases  in 
hand  the  numbers  of  a 
complete  volume  are  always 
available  until  the  time 
comes  for  binding.  We 
sell  these  cases  at  the 
office  for  Is.,  or  by  parcels 
post  Is.  3d.,  or  two  for 
2s.  3d.  We  cannot  forward 
them  to  any  house  for  en- 
closure, nor  by  any  of  the  carriers,  as  in  the  latter  case  we 
have  to  pay  for  booking. 


Advertisements  of  employers  and  assistants  can  be 
received  by  us  up  to  the  first  post  on  Friday  mornings,  and 
will  be  inserted  in  the  current  week's  issue. 


"  Medicaments  and  Medicinal  Herbs  "  are,  it  is  said, 
among  the  articles  on  which  the  Russian  Government  propose 
to  increase  the  import  duties. 


Diary  for  Next  Week. 

Secretaries  of  societies  are  rejvested  to  s"tid  early  information 
of  appro acl liny  meeiinys. 

Wednesday,  November  16. 
Pharmaceutical  Society,  North  British  Branch,  Edinburgh, 
at  8.30.    Address  by  Prof.  Crum  Brown. 

Thursday,  November  17. 
Meeting  of  the  Linnean  Society  of  London,  at  8  p.m.  Mr. 
Patrick  Geddes  on  "  Certain  Factors  of  Variation  in 
Plants  and  Animals ;  "  and  Mr.  T.  C.  Thompson  on 
"  Copepoda  of  the  Canaries." 
Chemical  Society  at  8  p.m. — Ballot  for  the  election  of 
Fellows  (impoitant).  Mr.  Charles  M.  Stuart,  M.A., 
on  "The  Halogen- substituted  Derivatives  of  Benzal- 
malonic  Acid." 


tL  be  Chemist  and  ihuqqtst  of  %UBixnhnm. 


OCTOBER  1,  1887. 

General  Contents. 

Pharmacy  Board  or  Pharmacy  Council — Which  shall  South 

Australia  have  ? 
Reciprocity  of  Colonial  and  British  Pharmaceutical  Diplomas. 
Pharmaceutical  Education  in  Tasmania. 
Extermination  of  Ribbits. 

News  of  the  Colonies. 

New  South  Wales. — Pharmacy  Board;  Official  Report — 
Pharmaceutical  Society;  Official  Report— Sydney  Corre- 
spondence ;  Letter — Examination  Questions. 

New  Zealand. — Pharmacy  Board  ;  Official  Report — Midland 
Pharmaceutical  Association  of  New  Zealand — Sale  of  Patent 
Medicines  by  Storekeepers — Letters  from  Special  Corre- 
spondents. 

Queensland. — Pharmacy  Board  ;  Official  Report — Pharma- 
ceutical Society  ;  Annual  Meeting  ;  Official  Report. 

Sou+h  Australia. — Pharmaceuical  Society  Meeting — Pro- 
posed Pharmacy  Bill — Chemists  and  the  Tariff — Increase  of 
Patent  Medicine  Duty — Letter  from  Correspondent. 

Tasmania. — Court  of  Medical  Examiners — Eucalyptus  Oil 
Company — Ice  Making — Commercial  Travellers — Adulterated 
Milk. 

Victoria. — Pharmaceutical  Society — Pharmacy  Board  — 
Balance-sheet  of  the  Mutual  Store  (Limited). 

Corbespondence. 
Hospital  Dispensing— Dispensing  Proprietary  Me  iicines— 
Explosive  Glass  Mortars, 

Students'  Corner. 
Adelaide  Jubilee  Exhibition.    [Special  Rep-  rr.] 

Genepal  Articles. 

Quacks  in  New  South  Wales — A  Model  Series  of  Poison 
Labels — Intercolonial  Medical  Congress — Colouring  Matter 
of  Drosera  Whittakeri — Glycyphyllin,  the  sweet  principle 
of  Smilax  Glycyphylla. 

Trade  Marks  and  Patents  applied  for — Insolvencies — 
Deaths — Trade  Report,  &c. 

Single  copies,  6d. ;  Annual  subscription,  5s.  May  be  ob- 
tained from  the  office  of  The  Chemist  and  Druggist  of  Aus- 
tralasia, Normanby  Chambers,  Melbourne;  or  from  the  office 
of  The  Chemist  and  Druggist,  42  Cannon  Street,  London. 
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The  Long  Fibm  Frauds. — This  case  is  progressing, 
evidence  having  been  brought  to  show  that  De  Wykham 
Chapman  travelled  for  a  blacklead  manufacturer  before  he 
went  to  the  hairdresser,  and  "  obtained  "  orders  in  the  same 
way  in  both  cases. 

Degrees  foe  London  Medical  Students. — It  has  been 
resolved  by  the  Rojal  Colleges  that  there  should  be  no 
further  delay  in  presenting  to  the  Queen  the  petition 
prepared  and  adopted  last  summer,  praying  for  the  grant  of 
a  charter  under  which  Bachelorates  and  Doctorates  in  Medi- 
cine and  Surgery  would  replace  the  present  titles  of  member 
and  fellow  of  the  colleges. 

Chemists'  Assistants'  Association. — The  annual  con- 
versazione of  this  Association,  which  hitherto  has  been  very 
successful,  will  be  held  next  Thursday  evening  in  the  Portman 
Rooms,  Baker  Street,  at  eight  o'clock.  The  committee,  for 
whom  Mr.  A.  J.  Phillips  acts  as  secretary,  have  arranged  for 
an  excellent  concert  in  the  earlier  part  of  the  evening,  and 
there  will  be  other  means  for  passing  the  time  pleasantly  and 
profitably  until  dancing  commences,  between  ten  and  eleven 
o'clock.  Non-members  of  the  Association  are  invited  to 
attend,  and  they  may  obtain  double  tickets  (3s.  6d.)  from 
Mr.  Phillips,  180  New  Bond  Street,  W. 

Tragic  Suicide  with  Prussic  Acid.  —  On  Wednesday 
Dr.  Danford  Thomas  held  an  inquest  on  the  bodies  of  Ernest 
Carlin,  aged  fifty-two,  and  Jane  Hure,  twenty-two,  a  pro- 
fessional vocalist,  who  had  committed  suicide  at  12  Euston 
Square  on  Tuesday  morning.  The  female  took  poison,  and, 
overcome  by  this,  Carlin  shot  himself  through  the  heart  with 
a  revolver.  At  the  inquest",  however,  a  letter  was  produced, 
which  read  as  follows  : — "  I,  the  undersigned  Jane  Hure, 
finding  M.  Carlin  dead  and  being  unable  to  survive  him, 
I  declare  I  give  myself  a  voluntary  death  by  prussic  acid." 
The  explanation  of  this  appeared  to  be  that  Carlin  had  taken 
poison  first,  and  Mdlle.  Hure,  thinking  him  dead  or  dying, 
then  took  poison.  Carlin  recovering  and  finding  Hure  dead 
then  shot  himself. 

A  Show-case  Dispute. — At  the  Lord  Mayor's  [Court, 
before  Deputy  Judge  Roxburgh  and  a  jury,  Mr.  James 
Atkinson,  wholesale  perfumer,  Finsbury  Square,  sued  a  Mr. 
Luther,  hairdresser,  Fore  Street,  for  the  sum  of  11.  18s.  6d., 
being  the  value  of  five  show-cases  lent.  The  business  in 
Fore  Street  was  formerly  carried  on  by  a  Mr.  Burger,  who 
sold  it  to  the  defendant,  whose  contention  was  that  when  he 
bought  the  good-will  and  stock  the  show-cases  were  included 
in  the  latter.  This,  however,  was  denied  by  the  plaintiff 
and  his  witnesses,  who  deposed  that  the  cases  in  question 
were  lent  for  show  purposes  only,  and  not  for  sale  in  the 
ordinary  course  of  trade,  the  condition  imposed  being  that 
perfumery  should  be  purchased  from  the  plaintiff  as  a  return 
for  the  favour.  In  the  result  the  jury  returned  a  verdict  for 
the  plaintiff  for  61.  8s.  6d. 

The  Royal  Society. — The  following  is  the  list  of  names 
recommended  by  the  President  and  Council  of  the  Royal 
Society  for  election  into  the  Council  for  the  year  1888,  at  the 
forthcoming  anniversary  meeting  on  November  30  : — Presi- 
dent, Prof.  G.  G.  Stokes ;  Treasurer,  John  Evans,  D.C.L. ; 
Secretaries,  Prof.  Michael  Foster,  Lord  Rayleigh  ;  Foreign 
Secretary,  Prof.  A.  W.  Williamson.  Other  members  of  the 
Council,  Sir  Wm.  Bowman,  Bart.,  M.D.,  H.  Bowman  Brady, 
Prof.  Arthur  Cayley,  W.  T.  Thiselton  Dyer,  M.A.,  Prof.  David 
Ferrier,  M.D.,  Edward  Frankland,  Arthur  Gamgee,  M.D., 
Prof.  J.  H.  Gilbert,  Prof.  John  W.  Judd,  P.G.S.,  Prof.  Herbert 
McLeod,  William  Pole,  Mus.  Doc,  W.  H.  Preece,  M.I.C.E., 
Admiral  Sir  G.  H.  Richards,  Prof.  A.  W.  Riicker,  the  Earl  of 
Rosse,  Sir  Bernhard  Samuelson,  Bart. 

Criminal  Poisoning. — At  the  Barnet  Police  Court  on  No- 
vember 3,  Edward  Allam,  thirty-eight,  signalman,  was  charged 
with  administering  to  Wm.  Rjch^r,  also  a  signalman,  a 
certain  poison,  viz.,  chloride  of  zinc.  The  men  occupied 
the  same  signal-box,  and  had  lately  not  been  on  good 
terms  with  each  other.  On  October  17  when  Racher  re- 
lieved Allam,  he  proceeded  to  make  himself  a  cup  of  coffee, 
using  the  water  from  a  filter  which  stood  in  the  box.  On 


tasting  the  coffee  he  was  conscious  of  a  peculiar  sensation, 
and  his  lips  and  tongue  were  burned,  as  though  by  an  acid. 
He  then  tasted  the  water  from  the  filter  and  observed  the 
same  thing  in  a  much  greater  degree.  Shortly  after  this  he 
was  seized  with  violent  pains  in  the  stomach  and  with  ex- 
cessive vomiting.  The  matter  was  inquired  into  and  the 
company's  analyst  found  that  the  water  contained  the  poison 
in  the  proportion  of  118  grains  to  the  gallon.  Allam  admitted 
the  offence  when  he  was  arrested,  stating  that  he  procured 
the  poison  from  the  store  from  which  the  telegraph  battery 
is  charged.    He  was  remanded. 


Items  of  news,  and  newspapers  containing  matters  of  inte- 
rest to  the  trade,  sent  to  the  Editor,  will  much  oblige. 


ASHTON  UNDER-LYNE. 

Carelessness  with  Laudanum. — An  inquest  was  held 
here  last  week  on  the  body  of  a  man  named  Sykes,  a  news- 
agent, who  had  died  from  the  effects  of  excessive  doses  of 
laudanum.  He  suffered  from  bronchitis,  and  his  wife  deposed 
that  she  treated  him  with  poultices  and  the  like  ;  but  ulti- 
mately she  went  to  the  shop  of  Mr.  W.  H.  Waterhouse, 
chemist,  of  George  Street,  for  twopennyworth  of  laudanum. 
Mr.  Waterhouse  told  her  to  give  one  half  of  it ;  the  rest  she 
put  on  his  chest.  Next  morning  she  got  another  twopenny- 
worth,  and  again  gave  him  the  half,  but  he  insisted  upon 
taking  three-fourths  of  it.  After  this  he  slept  very  soundly, 
and  as  she  could  not  rous3  him  she  had  to  call  in  medical 
assistance.  The  laudanum  was  obtained  from  Mr.  Water- 
house,  but  the  bottle  bore  the  name  of  Mr.  Arnfield  (a  phar- 
macist of  that  town).  After  the  medical  evidence,  which 
showed  conclusively  that  death  was  due  to  opium-poisoning, 
a  juror  asked:  Have  we  any  evidence  to  show  that  this 
laudanum  was  purchased  from  Waterhouse's  ?  The  Coroner  : 
We  have  only  the  evidence  of  Mrs.  Sykes,  who  swears  it  was 
obtained  there.  A  Juror:  I  think  there  is  negligence  in 
selling  the  laudanum  without  putting  a  label  on  the  bottle. 
The  Coroner  :  He  has  rendered  himself  liable  to  be  proceeded 
against  for  not  labelling  the  bottle  "  Poison."  Of  course  it  is- 
not  illegal  to  sell  laudanum,  but  it  should  be  labelled  poison. 
The  jury  ultimately  brought  in  a  verdict  in  accordance 
with  the  evidence. 


BIRMINGHAM. 

Serious  Allegation  against  a  London  Merchant.— 
At  the  Birmingham  Police  Court  on  the  7th  inst.,  before 
Messrs.  Kynnersley  (Stipendiary)  and  Hill  (Deputy  Stipen- 
diary), Alfred  Davis,  thirty,  who  gave  his  address  as  the  Swan 
Hotel,  Birmingham,  was  charged  with  inciting  a  man  named 
Price  to  rob  his  employers,  Messrs.  Barouche  &  Co.,  wholesale 
chemical  importers,  Wellington  Passage,  Birmingham.  The 
prisoner  is  well  known  in  the  town,  and  is  a  partner  in  the 
firm  of  Pronk  &  Davis,  wholesale  chemical  merchants,  of 
London.  The  accused,  when  arrested  on  Saturday  by  Detec- 
tive-inspector Ore,  was  in  possession  of  the  chemicals  which 
it  is  alleged  he  incited  Price  to  steal.  Mr.  Alfred  Young 
appeared  for  the  defence,  and  Mr.  J.  Rowlands  acted  on 
behalf  of  the  prosecutors.  A  remand  for  a  week  was  granted, 
and,  on  the  application  of  Mr.  Young,  prisoner  was  admitted 
to  bail  in  one  surety  of  1,000/. 

The  Midland  Medical  Society  held  its  inaugural  ses- 
sional meeting  at  the  Grand  Hotel,  Colmore  Row,  on  Thurs- 
day evening,  November  10,  Mr.  Ross  Jordan  in  the  chair. 
There  was  a  very  large  number  of  medical  men  present  to 
hearthe  address,  which  was  delivered  by  Dr.  Sydney  Ringer, 
of  London,  the  well-known  writer  on  Therapeutics.  The 
address,  which  was  of  a  conversational  character,  was  enti- 
tled "  The  Antagonism  of  Drugs,"  and  was  illustrated  by 
most  elaborate  experiments.  The  antagonistic  action  of  salts 
of  calcium  and  potassium  was  shown  by  means  of  the  heart 
of  a  frog  and  the  revolving  drum,  and  in  every  case  the  expe- 
riments were  very  successful.  Mr.  Richards  proposed  and 
Mr.  Carter  seconded  the  vote  of  thanks  to  Mr.  Ringer.  Expe- 
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liments  'were  shown  during  the  evening  by  the  professors 
of  the  Mason  College,  illustrating  new  facts  in  the  domain 
of  chemistry  and  physics.  The  wholesale  pharmacists  showed 
recent  and  rare  remedial  agents,  and  several  surgical  instrument 
makers  exhibited.  There  was  also  a  very  fine  collection  of 
specimens  illustrative  of  Teratology ;  these  were  arranged  by 
Professor  Hillhouse. 

An  Old  Offender. — At  the  Birmingham  Police  Court  on 
November  4,  Charles  Austin  Hutty,  thirty-six,  described  as  a 
•chemist,  81  AVaterloo  Street,  Hull,  was  placed  in  the  dock  on 
a  charge  of  stealing  3.000Z.  from  his  father,  John  Hutty, 
•chemist  and  druggist,  81  Waterloo  Street,  Hull.  On  the 
previous  day  the  prisoner,  while  apparently  sober,  made  the 
following  extraordinary  statement: — He  said  that  until 
•recently  he  had  resided  with  his  parents  at  Hull.  On 
Sunday  night  last  he  was  seized  with  an  irresistible  impulse 
to  rob  his  father.  He  forthwith  took  possession  of  a  cash- 
box  rilled  to  its  utmost  capacity  with  sovereigns.  At  the 
■same  time  he  got  hold  of  some  valuable  securities,  and  then 
beat  a  hasty  retreat.  Findirjg  the  bundles  of  securities  a 
burden  he  returned  them  through  the  post,  but  he  retained 
possession  of  the  coins.  Very  quickly  his  illgotten  gains 
began  to  dwindle  away  owing  to  the  extravagant  life  he  was 
leading ;  so  much  so,  that  when  he  reached  Birmingham  he 
was  penniless.  He  was  ashamed  of  what  be  had  done,  and 
•dare  not  ask  forgiveness  from  home  after  the  wrong  he  had 
done.  He  was  locked  up  pending  the  result  of  inquiries 
from  Hull,  but  up  to  Friday  (November  4)  none  had  been 
received.  Prisoner  appeared  to  be  in  a  very  excited  state. 
The  police  do  not  believe  that  the  story  has  any  foundation. 
In  the  first  place,  they  do  not  think  it  likely  that  he  would 
have  got  rid  of  such  a  large  sum  of  money  in  a  few  days ; 
and  secondly,  because  no  official  tidings  of  such  a  robbery 
has  been  received.  The  prisoner  said  he  had  no  objection  to 
be  remanded,  and  was  put  back  for  a  week.  We  reported 
another  case  against  the  prisoner  on  September  3  last. 

We  understand  that,  as  the  friends  of  the  prisoner  refused 
to  prosecute,  he  has  been  since  discharged. 


BLACKBURN. 

Carbolic  Acid  Poisoning. —  George  West,  aged  five 
years,  was  last  Saturday  admitted  into  the  Blackburn  and 
East  Lancashire  Infirmary  suffering  from  the  effects  of  having 
swallowed  a  dose  of  carbolic  acid.  The  boy  had  got  posses- 
sion of  a  bottle  containing  carbolic  acid  and  drank  the  con- 
tents. 

On  the  Fifth  two  boys  purchased  twopenny  worth  of 
gunpowder  from  Mr.  Craven,  druggist,  Larkhill,  and  suc- 
ceeded in  producing  a  pyrotechnic  display  which  necessitated 
their  removal  to  the  infirmary. 


BRISTOL. 

Vermin-killer.— At  the  Police  Court  on  Saturday  a 
young  girl  was  charged  with  attempting  to  commit  suicide 
with  vermin-killer.  She  had  been  living  with  a  man  whom 
she  found  to  be  married.  That  discovery  induced  her  to  go 
to  the  shop  of  Mr.  T.  M.  Frustone,  pharmaceutical  chemist, 
Bedminster  Parade,  for  a  packet  of  vermin-killer  "  for  rats  "  ; 
she  got  it,  took  it  in  a  cup  of  cocoa,  but  fortunately  was 
successfully  treated  at  the  General  Hospital.  She  was  dis- 
charged. 


DONCASTER. 

Stealing  Bottles.— At  the  Doncaster  Police  Court  on 
Saturday,  six  boys  were  convicted  of  stealing  a  quantity  of 
bottles  from  the  glass-works  of  Messrs.  Kilner  Brothers, 
Conisborough.  The  bottles,  it  seems,  were  kept  in  an  open 
yard,  and  the  boys  conceived  the  idea  of  appropriating  some 
of  them,  and  selling  them  to  the  neighbouring  colliers  to 
carry  their  tea  in.    They  were  each  fined  2Qs.,  and  costs. 


DURHAM. 

Criminal  Poisoning.— At  the  Durham  Assizes  last  Satur- 
day, Mary  Ann  Scrafton,  forty-six,  and  Eliza  Foxall,  twenty- 
six,  were  charged  with  attempting  to  poison  Henry  Foxall,  the 
husband  of  the  prisoner  Foxall,  at  Bishopwearmouth,  between 


the  months  of  May  and  September  last.  Foxall  is  a  barman, 
and  he  and  his  wife  had  lived  apart  for  some  time  :  on  her 
return  she  got  some  powders  from  Scrafton,  which  she 
administered  to  her  husband.  These  she  stated  were  love- 
philtres,  consisting  of  dragon's  blood.  From  the  evidence  of 
a  cousin  of  the  prisoner  Foxall  and  others  it  appeared  that 
she  was  desirous  of  marrying  another  man,  and  had  hinted 
at  various  times  that  her  husband  would  die  suddenly.  She 
corresponded  with  Scrafton  surreptitiously.  In  one  letter 
Scrafton  wrote  : — "I  did  as  you  told  me,  and  have  done  my 
best  for  you,  and  I  know  that  if  the  dose  was  strong  enough 
it  will  do  for  him.  You  did  not  say  in  your  letter  if  he  was 
ill ;  but  I  do  not  think  it  will  be  lorg,  and  then  you  will  be 
free.  Write  to  me  and  tell  me  how  he  is,  and  do  not  fret. 
It  will  do  no  good."  When  challenged  with  this  letter  by 
her  husband,  Mrs.  Foxall  confessed  she  had  sent  Scrafton  5s  , 
and  that  Scrafton  had  said  she  could  put  him  away  the  same 
as  she  had  done  some  other  person  at  Durham.  Evidence 
was  also  given  by  Drs.  J.  W.  Beattie,  Wood  (police  surgeon), 
and  Welford,  which  went  to  show  that  Foxall  suffered  from 
irritant  poisoning.  Foxall,  according  to  Dr.  Wood,  had  twice 
selected  the  same  sample  of  poison  that  he  detected  in  the 
cup  of  coffee.  It  required  four  applications  of  boiling  water 
to  remove  it.  The  jury  found  the  prisoners  guilty,  but  sen- 
tence was  deferred,  owing  to  an  objection  to  the  third  count 
in  the  indictment  made  by  the  defending  counsel.  Prisoners 
were  brought  up  for  judgment  on  Saturday,  and  the  defend- 
ing solicitor  submitted  that  there  were  other  counts  in  the 
indictment  which  were  bad,  e.g.  the  charge  of  having 
attempted  to  poison  with  intent  to  do  grievous  bodily  harm 
was  not  embraced  by  the  English  law.  Lord  Coleridge  pro- 
mised to  consider  the  matter.  Mrs.  Scrafton  now  asked  to 
be  allowed  to  say  something  in  her  own  defence.  She  com- 
plained that  she  had  been  made  a  victim  by  her  fellow- 
prisoner,  and  that  Mrs.  Foxall  gave  her  to  understand  that 
she  would  be  defended  by  Mr.  Skidmore,  who  had,  however, 
only  defended  Mrs.  Foxall.  She  also  protested  that  she  had 
given  Mrs.  Foxall  no  poison  whatever,  and  was  perfectly 
innocent.  Lord  Coleridge  adjourned  the  passing  of  the 
sentence  until  the  January  assizes. 


EXETER. 

Passing  Counterfeit  Coin. — At  the  City  Assizes  on 
November  7,  John  Jones  was  sentenced  to  nine  months'  im- 
prisonment with  hard  labour  for  uttering  a  counterfeit  florin 
and  having  four  other  counterfeit  florins  in  his  possession. 
His  capture  was  due  to  the  prompt  action  of  Mr.  Fouracre, 
chemist,  of  South  Street.  Entering  the  shop  of  the  latter, 
the  rogue  asked  for  twopenny  worth  of  glycerine,  having  been 
supplied  with  which  he  tendered  a  florin  in  payment.  Almost 
immediately  Mr.  Fouracre  discovered  that  the  coin  was 
spurious,  and  quickly  followed  his  customer  up  South  Street, 
and  then  down  North  Street,  where  he  saw  him  accost  a 
confederate.  Mr.  Fouracre  spoke  to  the  pair,  when  the  con- 
federate bolted.  The  chemist,  collaring  Jones,  straightway 
marched  him  to  the  Guildhall  and  handed  him  to  the  police. 
On  the  way  the  prisoner  dropped  several  coins,  all  of  them 
bad. 


LEEDS. 

Supposed  Poisoning. — An  inquest  on  the  body  of  Albert 
Laister,  thirty- six,  hawker,  was  resumed  on  Wednesday.  The 
deceased  had  met  his  death  in  a  mysterious  manner,  and 
whether  at  his  own  hands  or  not  this  inquiry  will  show.  The 
evidence  given  on  Wednesday  was  to  the  effect  that  deceased 
had  been  in  the  habit  of  taking  chlorodyne.  On  the  day  of 
his  death  he  had  been  seriously  ill,  and  was  attended  by 
Mr.  Benson,  surgeon,  and  later  by  Mr.  Harral,  of  Kirkgate 
The  latter  was  of  opinion  that  Laister  was  suffering  from 
acute  rheumatism,  with  peritonitis,  and  effusion  of  the  epicar- 
dium,  and  had  no  hope  of  his  recovery.  He  granted  a  death 
certificate  to  that  effect  before  Laister  actually  died.  Sub- 
sequently Laister's  relatives  had  suspicions  about  his  death, 
because  they  were  under  the  belief  that  Mrs.  Laister  ana 
Mr.  Benson,  the  surgeon,  were  too  intimate,  the  latter  having 
allowed  Mrs.  Laister  to  use  his  drawing-room  to  give  music 
lessons.  The  inquest  was  again  adjourned  to  allow  an 
analysis  of  the  contents  of  deceased's  stomach,  which  will 
be  made  by  Mr.  Bothamley,  of  Yorkshire  College. 
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LEICESTER. 

Fire  in  a  Chemist's  Shop. — Last  week  a  fire  broke  out 
in  a  storehouse  belonging  to  Mr.  Cooke,  chemist  and  drug- 
gist, King  Richard's  Road,  and  before  it  was  subdued  by  the 
fire-brigade  considerable  damage  was  done.  The  fire 
originated  amongst  some  oil  barrels,  which,  with  their  con- 
tents, were  destroyed. 

An  Herbalist's  Treatment.— John  WarreD,  botanist, 
14  Bardolph  Street,  was,  on  November  4,  charged  at  Leicester 
with  feloniously  killing  Mary  Wesley,  wife  of  James  Wesley, 
confectioner,  22  Granby  Street,  by  performing  an  unlawful 
operation  upon  her.  From  the  evidence  it  appeared  that  the 
deceased  had  been  under  the  prisoner's  treatment  during  the 
last  three  months,  and  he  was  in  the  habit  of  visiting  her 
regularly,  and  amongst  the  medicines  which  she  used  were  a 
poisonous  lotion,  and  a  mixture  of  which  two  doses  caused 
her  much  pain.  Prisoner  declared  his  innocence,  and  was 
remanded. 


MANCHESTER. 

Victoria  University. — At  a  meeting  of  the  Court  held 
on  November  3,  the  Yorkshire  College,  Leeds,  was  admitted 
a  college  of  the  University. 

A  Liberal  Donation. — Messrs.  Burroughs,  AYellcome, 
&Co.,  of  Snow  Hill,  London,  have  presented  the  Owens  College 
pharmaceutical  laboratory  with  9  lbs.  of  strophanthus  seed, 
to  be  devoted  to  purposes  of  scientific  research. 

Jubilee  Exhibition.— At  5.45  on  Thursday  last  the 
"  great  bell  "  in  the  Irish  section  was  rung,  announcing  the 
close  of  one  of  the  most  successful  undertakings  in  celebra- 
tion of  the  Jubilee.  The  exhibition  has  been  visited  by  over 
four  and  a  half  millions. 

Pharmacy  Students'  Association. — The  first  meeting 
of  the  session  will  be  held  at  the  Blackfriars  Hotel,  Black- 
friars  Sheet,  on  Thursday  evening  next,  at  eight,  when  an 
address  will  be  delivered  by  the  President,  W.  Elborne,  Esq., 
F.L.S.    All  interested  are  invited  to  attend. 

Last  week  Joseph  Armstrong,  medical  agent,  and  Owne 
Gilmour,  doctor's  assistant,  were  committed  for  trial  at 
Liverpool  Assizes  on  the  charge  of  conspiring  to  defraud  two 
insurance  companies  by  insuring  the  life  of  a  lady  who  was 
hopelessly  ill  by  presenting  a  perfectly  healthy  woman  for 
medical  examination. 

Vermin-killer.— The  Deputy  City  Coroner  held  an 
inquiry  on  Monday  regarding  the  death  of  Mary  Jane  Clark, 
aged  thirty-six,  wife  of  George  Clark,  a  surgeon's  assistant, 
lately  living  at  89  Stott  Street,  Hulme.  The  evidence 
showed  that  she  had  taken  vermin-killer,  and  Mr.  E.  S. 
Reynolds,  resident  medical  officer  at  the  infirmary  where  she 
had  died,  showed  that  death  was  due  to  strychnine  poison- 
ing. She  had  a  paper  which  had  contained  rat  poison  in  her 
possession.    Verdict  accordingly. 


ROCHDALE. 

Important  Invention  by  a  Chemist. — Alderman  Taylor, 
chemist,  of  this  town,  has  lately  completed  an  invention 
whereby  the  pollution  of  the  river  Roach  by  a  local  firm  of 
manufacturers  has  been  prevented,  and  at  the  same  time  a 
large  saving  effected  in  the  working  expenses.  His  experi- 
ments have  been  conducted  on  behalf  of  Henry  Tucker  &  Co., 
silk  manufacturers,  who  feared  that  an  injunction  would  be 
obtained  against  them  for  polluting  the  river  by  the  large 
quantity  of  soap-water  which  came  from  their  works.  Mr. 
Taylor's  process,  which  lias  been  patented,  is  as  follows  : — 
The  water  containing  the  dissolved  soap  is  run  into  a  vault 
large  enough  to  hold  a  day's  "  washings."  Over  this  vault 
are  two  elevated  tanks  of  the  same  size,  and  beneath  them  a 
retort  is  fixed.  The  soaped  water  is  pumped  from  the  vault 
into  the  elevated  tanks,  and  chlorine,  generated  in  the  retort 
from  hydrochloric  acid  and  manganese,  is  forced  into  the 
liquid.  This  causes  the  refuse  and  fatty  matter  to  gather 
in  a  cake  at  the  bottom.  The  water  in  the  tanks  is  then  run 
off  into  the  river,  containing  no  foreign  matter  with  the 
exception  of  a  little  common  salt.  The  pollution  of  the 
river  is  thus  averted.    The  cake  of  fatty  matter  and  dirt  is 


next  turned  to  profitable  account.  It  is  placed  in  what  are 
called  the  filter-beds,  and  then  pressed  in  a  machine  press 
until  the  fatty  matter  is  extracted.  The  oil  thus  obtained  is 
next  made  into  brown  soap,  exactly  similar  to  that  which  is 
used  in  the  process  of  washing  the  raw  silk.  The  soap  is 
again  used  for  washing  purposes,  and  is  found  to  answer 
quite  as  well  as  in  its  first  application.  Only  5  per  cent,  of 
the  original  weight  of  soap  is  lost  in  the  reclaiming  process. 
The  value  of  the  invention  is  proved  by  the  fact  that  the 
firm  has  been  offered  207.  per  ton  by  wholesale  dealers  for 
the  reclaimed  soap. 

ROSS,  HEREFORDSHIRE. 

Fatal  Mistake:  a  Nurse  Lifts  the  Wrong  Bottle-. 
— On  Monday  an  inquest  was  held  here  regarding  the  death 
of  Fannie  Barling,  aged  thirty-five,  wife  of  a  veterinary 
Surgeon.  Deceased  had  recently  been  confined,  and  was 
attended  by  Ellen  Hawkes,  a  professional  nurse.  Dr.  Mason 
being  the  medical  attendant.  He  had  prescribed  some 
medicine  for  faintness,  which  was  kept  along  with  a  bottle 
of  carbolic  lotion  in  a  medicine-chest.  On  Sunday  morning 
Mrs.  Barling  felt  faint,  and  asked  for  a  dose  of  her  medicine 
(two  tablespoonfuls).  The  nurse  poured  out  the  dose,  bufe- 
before  Mrs.  Barling  had  swallowed  the  whole  of  it  she  found 
that  it  was  not  the  medicine  but  the  carbolic  lotion.  Medical 
assistance  was  at  once  obtained,  but  the  unfortunate  lady 
died  in  twenty  minutes.  The  nurse  pleaded  that  she  had 
been  constantly  in  attendance  upon  Mrs.  Barling  for  twenty- 
four  hours,  in  consequence  of  her  critical  state,  and  the 
fractiousness  of  the  baby  prevented  her  getting  any  sleep 
that  this  constant  occupation  had  prevented  her  placing  the 
bottles  in  separate  positions  ;  that  the  room  being  darkened, 
and  in  her  hurry,  owing  to  Mrs.  Barling's  faintness,  she  had 
not  noticed  the  difference  in  the  shape  of  the  bottles,  which 
were  nearly  of  a  size  ;  and  that  she  had  not  the  slightest- 
notion  of  the  mistake  until  the  deceased  called  out  that  she 
had  given  her  the  carbolic  lotion.  Nevertheless,  the  jury,  in 
giving  their  verdict,  censured  her.  We  learn  that  the  bottle 
contained  carbolic  acid,  and  that  it  was  the  usual  fluted  blue 
poison-bottle,  whereas  the  medicine  was  contained  in  a  green 
flint  flat  bottle. 


RUSHALL. 

Carbolic  Acid  Poisoning.— On  Monday,  Charles  Holmes, 
forty-seven,  carpenter,  was  found  dead  on  a  couch  in  his 
house,  smelling  strongly  of  carbolic  acid.  A  subsequent 
search  showed  that  a  bottle  in  the  house  had  been  nearly 
emptied  of  the  acid  which  it  had  contained,  and  the  suppo- 
sition is  that  he  committed  suicide. 


SALISBURY. 

A  Double  Dose. — At  Salisbury  on  Monday,  a  man  was 
charged  before  the  magistrates  with  attempting  to  commit 
suicide.  He  first  swallowed  some  vermin-killer,  and  followed 
it  up  with  a  quantity  of  lotion  given  him  for  dressing  his  leg, 
and  the  effect  of  this  somewhat  surprised  him,  for  instead  of 
sending  him  with  express  speed  to  the  "  bourn  whence 
travellers  ne'er  return,"  it  did  that  for  the  contents  of  hi* 
stomach.  The  lotion  was  a  typical  and  intractable  emetic. 
These  interesting  experiments  in  toxicology,  which  put  the 
prisoner  to  personal  inconvenience,  have  induced  the  magis- 
trates to  bring  the  experimenter  before  them  again. 

SHEFFIELD. 

Three  Drops  op  Laudanum  were  given  by  Mrs.  Jane 
Adcock  last  Saturday  to  her  baby,  four  weeks  old,  who  pre- 
viously had  cried  very  much.  She  had  some  difficulty  in 
dropping  the  narcotic,  but  her  sister  managed  for  her.  The 
poor  baby  got  the  dose  and  died  in  spite  of  medical  assist- 
ance. The  Coroner  (Mr.  D.  Wightman)  strongly  condemned 
the  custom  of  dosing  children,  and  reprimanded  Mrs.  Adcock's 
sister  for  assisting  in  the  administration  of  the  drug,  although 
"  she  did  not  believe  in  it  herself." 

Assisting  the  Medical  Profession. — The  president  of 
the  local  society  is  advertising  some  powders  which  he 
recommends  for  the  prevention  -of  small-pox  and  scarlet 
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fever.  He  has  lately  sent  samples  of  his  medicine  to  a  num- 
ber of  the  local  medical  men,  with  the  following  letter  : — 

"  Sir, —  I  have  pleasure  in  handing  you  enclosed  sample  of 
these  powders  which  I  am  extensively  advertising  at  the 
present  time. 

"  They  are  composed  of  small  doses  of  pulv.  belladonna 
(gr.  jL)  with  p.  sacch.  alb.  and  pulv.  glycyrrh.  If  you  wish 
to  test  the  therapeutical  value  of  this  drag  during  the  present 
epidemic,  I  shall  be  pleased  to  furnish  you  with  a  further 
supply  on  application.  Yours  faithfully, 

"  J.  M.  Fukness  " 

The  Small- pox  Epidemic. — According  to  the  medical 
officer  of  health,  222  cases  of  small-pox  were  treated  in  the 
borough  hospital  during  the  month  of  October.  Twenty-six 
of  these  were  unvaccinated,  and  the  remainder  had  been 
vaccinated  in  infancy  only.  There  were  20  deaths,  15  of 
which  occurred  among  the  unvaccinated.  The  Chesterfield 
health  authorities  have  decided  to  prosecute  a  gentleman 
named  Maclaren  for  sending  into  their  district  from  Sheffield 
a  servant  girl  known  to  be  suffering  from  small-pox. 


SKELMERSDALE. 

A  Fiee  occurred  on  Saturday  night  in  the  shop  of  Mr. 
Fletcher,  surgeon-dentist,  Sandy  Lane,  Skelmersdale,  and 
before  the  Ormskirk  fire-brigade  arrived  and  set  to  work  the 
shop  was  completely  gutted. 


TROWBRIDGE. 

Vermin-killer. — On  Friday  last  Mr.  William  Arthur 
Eyles,  manager  at  Deacon's  Corn  Stores,  committed  suicide  at 
his  own  residence,  Ashbourne  Terrace,  by  taking  a  dose  of 
rat  poison  in  the  temporary  absence  of  his  wife.  After  his 
wife  discovered  he  had  taken  the  poison  she  tried  to  prevail 
on  him  to  take  an  emetic,  but  this  he  refused  to  do.  At  the 
inquest  on  Saturday,  Mary  Jane  Dyer,  daughter  of  Mr.  H. 
Dyer,  chemist  and  druggist,  Market  Place,  Trowbridge,  said 
on  October  26  she  sold  two  threepenny  pickets  of  Battle's 
vermin-killing  powder  to  deceased,  who  signed  the  poison- 
book  and  left.  He  entered  in  the  book  that  the  poison  was 
to  "  kill  rats."  Mr.  K.  F.  Sylvester,  M.R.C.S.,  deposed  that 
the  vermin-killer  contained  strychnine,  and  the  appearance 
of  the  body  was  that  of  a  person  poisoned  by  strychnine. 
The  coroner  remarked  upon  the  facility  there  was  for  persons 
to  obtain  poisons,  and  thought  the  law  should  be  more 
stringent.    Verdict  in  accordance  with  the  evidence. 


SCOTLAND. 
Edinburgh. 

Mr.  John  M'Intosh,  chemist  and  druggist,  who  for  some 
years  has  been  on  the  staff  of  Messrs.  Duncan,  Flockhart  & 
Co.,  Princes  Street,  is  about  to  commence  business  at  4Comis- 
ton  Road,  Morningside. 

The  Heeiot-Watt  College  is  now  in  fall  swing,  and 
Professor  Perkin  has  greatly  developed  the  teaching  in 
chemistry,  not  only  by  an  increase  in  the  number  of  classes, 
but  by  having  lectures  and  practical  laboratory  work  in  both 
the  organic  and  inorganic  branches. 

The  Chemists'  Ball. — The  second  effort  to  initiate  the 
preliminary  arrangements  for  the  chemists'  ball  has  been 
much  more  successful  than  the  first.  A  well-attended  meet- 
ing was  held  last  week,  a  committee  was  formed,  and  it  was 
decided  that  the  ball  should  take  place  in  the  Freemasons' 
Hall,  George  Street,  on  January  12  next.  It  is  anticipated 
that  it  will  be  in  no  way  behind  its  predecessors  both  as 
regards  arrangements  and  attendance. 

The  Inland  Revenue  Officees  are  still  on  the  war- 
path, and  we  hear  of  several  more  demands  having  been 
made  for  penalties  for  supposed  infringements  of  the  Patent 
Medicine  Stamp  Act.  For  example,  one  chemist  was  asked 
to  show  cause  why  he  should  not  be  liable  to  a  penalty  for 
selling  a  box  of  Blaud's  pills  labelled  with  pen  and  ink 
simply  "  Blaud's  Pills."  He  pleaded  ignorance  of  the  law, 
and  paid  a  small  penalty  to  save  trouble.    Another  chemist, 


who  received  a  similar  request  for  the  same  thing,  replied 
that  the  proceeding  was  absurd,  and  threatened  to  annihilate 
the  department  if  they  persisted  in  their  demand.  He 
received  an  intimation  that  the  department  had  made  a 
mistake,  and  would  not  sue  for  a  penalty.  Some  of  the 
Revenue  people  appear  to  have  no  deSnite  ideas  of  what 
is  or  is  not  liable.  It  will  be  a  nice  state  of  affairs,  remarks 
our  correspondent,  if  we  have  our  labels  for  "  Gregory's 
Powder,"  "  Hamilton's  Pills,"  "  Blaud's  Pills,"  and  others  of 
that  ilk  considered  liable  to  stamp  duty.  Even  Lord  Young 
would  hardly  give  his  verdict  against  the  chemist  in  such 
cases.  Is  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  asleep  that  it  does 
not  make  some  representation  to  Somerset  House  on  the 
subject  ? 

The  Weights  and  Measures  Act. — At  the  Justiciary 
Appeal  Court  on  November  3  a  case  was  decided  which  is 
not  without  interest  to  the  drug  trade.  The  appellant, 
William  W.  Hood,  grocer,  Dumfries,  had  been  convicted  of 
having  unjust  weights  in  his  shop,  viz.,  four  weights  56  lbs. 
each.  They  were  rusty,  showed  no  signs  of  use,  and  were  all 
light.  There  were  no  scales  on  the  premises  on  which  the 
weights  could  be  used.  The  Lord  Justice-Clerk  said  the  man 
was  convicted  of  having  them  in  his  possession  for  use, 
apparently  because  there  was  no  evidence  that  they  were  not 
used.  Mr.  Fleming  submitted  that  there  was  no  evidence 
that  there  was  intention  to  use  these  weights.  Mr.  A.  J. 
Young  said  it  was  an  offence  to  use  light  weights  or  have 
possession  of  them.  The  Lord  Justice-Clerk  asked  if  there 
was  any  evidence  that  they  had  been  used.  Mr.  Young:  No, 
my  Lord.  The  Lord  Justice-Clerk  thought  that  in  that  case 
it  was  a  hardship  on  the  dealer.  Mr.  Young  said  it  was  his 
duty  not  to  be  in  possession  of  such  suspicious  articles. 
Besides,  there  was  a  beam  in  the  back  shop,  across  which 
these  weights  could  be  swung  and  used.  The  Lord  Justice- 
Clerk  said  he  had  a  strong  feeling  that  this  was  a  very  hard 
case,  upon  the  evidence  so  far  as  they  saw  it.  He  assumed 
that  the  charge  was  one  of  possession  of  false  weights  in- 
tended for  use.  The  case  stated  showed  that  the  weights 
kept  in  the  back  shop  were  rusty,  and  there  were  no  ordinary 
means  for  using  them.  He  was  not  altogether  satisfied  with 
the  way  the  magistrate  convicted.  The  grounds  of  con- 
viction were  slender,  and  were  in  favour  of  the  appeal.  Lord 
Young  said  they  would  do  justice  in  setting  aside  this  con- 
viction. He  rather  thought  the  magistrates  convicted  under 
an  erroneous  impression  of  the  law.  Lord  Rutherfurd  Clark 
differed  from  the  other  judges.  He  held  that  the  magis- 
trates were  legally  entitled  to  convict.  The  statute  showed 
that  the  possession  of  false  weights  was  sufficient.  He  dis- 
sented from  the  judgment.  The  appeal  was  therefore  sus- 
tained, and  the  conviction  quashed. 

Glasgow. 

Education. — Glasgow  prides  itself  as  being  the  largest 
city  in  the  kingdom — excluding  London — yet  "  A  Chemist's 
Apprentice "  has  found  it  necessary  to  inform  the  public 
through  a  local  print  that  there  is  not  a  class  in  the  city  for 
preparing  students  for  the  Preliminary  examination. 

A  Sensitive  Jeweller,  who  was  annoyed  by  groups  of 
children  round  his  door,  thought  to  frighten  them  and  do  no 
harm  to  them  by  sprinkling  them  with  dilute  nitric  acid. 
He  tried  the  plan  and  injured  one  child's  eyes  seriouslp.  Ha 
was  brought  before  the  sheriff  this  week,  pleaded  guilty,  and 
was  ordered  to  pay  51.  or  take  a  fortnight  in  prison — a  sentence 
for  which  he  returned  thanks. 

Hamilton. 

Alleged  Unlicensed  Medical  Practitioner. — Is 
the  Small  Debt  Court  here  recently,  Andrew  Forrest,  designed 
as  M.D ,  Hamilton,  sued  several  persons  for  professional 
services  and  medicine.  In  each  case  the  defence  was  stated 
that  the  pursuer  was  not  a  doctor  of  medicine,  and  that  his 
name  did  not  appear  on  the  Medical  Register.  The  cases 
having  been  adjourned  at  last  calling  it  was  admitted  that 
pursuer  did  not  hold  a  diploma  from  any  British  or  colonial 
university,  and  that  his  name  did  not  appear  on  the  Medical 
Register,  and  all  the  cases  were  withdrawn.  At  the  close  of 
one  of  them  the  agent  for  the  defender  suggested  that 
Forrest  should  be  prosecuted,  and  the  sheriff  said  he  would 
consider  the  matter. 
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THE  monthly  meeting  of  the  Council  was  held  on  Wednes- 
day, November  2.  Present  :  The  President,  Mr.  J.  B. 
Brunker,  M.A.  (in  the  chair) ;  Messrs.  Allen,  Grindley,  Dr. 
Collins,  Beggs,  Wells,  MincheD,  McCormack,  Charles  Evans, 
Dorao,  Hayes,  Professor  Tichborne,  Simpson,  and  Dr.  Mont- 
gomery. 

Deputation  op  Chemists  and  Druggists. 

The  first  business  was  the  reception  of  a  deputation  from 
the  chemists  and  druggists  of  Belfast.  The  deputation  con- 
sisted of  Messrs.  Clothworthy,  Bankin,  Gibson,  and  Shaw. 

Mr.  Clothworthy  said  he  believed  the  members  of  the 
Council  were  already  aware  of  the  grievances  complained  of. 
There  had  been  prosecutions  of  chemists  and  druggists  in 
Belfast,  some  of  which  had  been  sustained,  whilst  others  had 
failed.  The  Act  of  1875  saved  the  rights  of  a  number  of 
chemists  and  druggists,  of  whom  he  was  one.  A  number  of 
their  employes  had  since  come  into  the  trade,  and  these  young 
men,  he  submitted,  had  a  right  to  complain  of  their  present 
position. 

Mr.  Kankin  said  the  feeling  of  the  deputation  and  those 
whom  they  represented  was  that  their  proper  course  was  to 
come  before  the  Council  and  endeavour  to  have  the  griev- 
ances of  which  they  complained  rectified  in  a  legitimate 
manner.  He  was  one  of  those  who  had  gone  into  business 
since  1875.  Strong  sympathy  was  felt  in  Belfast  for  their 
position,  the  Act  containing  no  provision  for  a  Minor  exami- 
nation, by  passing  which  they  could  obtain  a  legalised  posi- 
tion without  going  up  to  the  higher  examination.  After  the 
late  prosecutions,  some  of  them  stopped  the  sale  of  poisons — 
the  right  of  doing  so  being  the  thing  for  which  they  were 
contending — while  they  had  never  dispensed  prescriptions, 
nor  did  they  want  to  do  so.  Several  meetings  of  chemists 
and  druggists  of  the  old  and  the  new  classes  had  taken  place 
in  Belfast,  and  it  had  been  decided  at  the  last  meeting  that 
a  deputation  should  come  there.  At  that  meeting  the  follow- 
ing resolutions  were  passed  :  — 

1.  The  deputation  wish  to  bring  before  the  Council  the  injustice  that 

was  done  to  assistants  and  apprentices  who  were  with  chemists 
and  druggists  at  the  passing  of  the  Act  of  1875,  some  of  whom 
have  gone  into  trade  since. 

2.  The  traders  here  understand  that  there  is  a  general  impression  that 

provision  should  be  made  by  Act  of  Parliament  to  establish  the 
second  grade  contemplated  by  the  Act  of  1875,  whereby  upon  the 
passing  of  a  Minor  examination  dealers  in  drugs  and  poisons 
should  be  legalised. 
~3.  The  deputation  will  ask  what  steps  should  be  taken  to  obtain  power 
from  Parliament  to  give  effect  to  this.  Traders  and  assistants 
here  would  be  glad  to  join  the  Council  to  procure  this  both  by 
influence  and  money. 

When  he  spoke  of  those  who  had  gone  into  trade  since  the 
-Act  of  1875  he  referred  only  to  legitimate  assistants  of 
chemists  and  druggists,  who  had  served  their  time  to  the 
business,  in  connection  with  the  association  in  Belfast.  A 
list  of  those  who  desired  to  be  qualified  was  in  the  hands  of 
Sir  James  Haslett,  the  Mayor  of  Belfast,  who  had  been 
unfortunately  unable  to  accompany  the  deputation,  as  he 
had  intended  to  do.  Some  of  them  had  inherited  establish- 
ments from  their  fathers,  and  they  were  now  in  a  very  awk- 
waid  position.  It  had  been  seen  from  the  reports  of  the 
proceedings  of  the  Council  in  the  journals  that  some  legislation 
on  the  subject  was  intended  ;  and  the  members  of  the  deputa- 
tion were  authorised  to  state  that  the  chemists  and  druggists 
of  Belfast  and  of  the  North  of  Ireland  generally  would  sup- 
port the  Ccuncil,  both  by  influence  and  money,  in  any  action 
that  they  should  take  with  that  view.  The  trade  of  Belfast, 
both  wholesale  and  retail,  were  in  strong  sympathy  with  the 
views  of  the  deputation,  and  letters  had  been  received  from 
a  large  number  of  the  pharmacists  of  Great  Britain  in  sup- 
port of  their  views.  He  (Mr.  Kankin)  knew  that  a  great 
number  of  them  were  of  opinion  that  there  should  be  two 
grades— one  for  the  finer  work,  and  the  other  to  carry  on  the 
business  in  rough  drugs,  paints,  oils,  and  colours,  which 
their  pharmaceutical  brethren  did  not  want. 

Mr.  Gibson  also  addressed  the  Council,  and  said  the 
deputation  represented  not  only  the  chemists  and  druggists 


who  had  been  in  business  at  the  passing  of  the  Act  of  1875, 
but  also  those  who  had  since  got  into  business  on  their  own 
account.  They  asked  the  Council  to  carry  out  what  they 
believed  to  have  been  the  spirit  that  animated  the  framers  of 
the  Act  of  1875,  namely,  that  a  second — or  inferior — grade,  if 
they  should  please  to  call  it  so,  should  be  formed.  The 
Council  had  already  said  that  they  could  not  do  so  under 
that  Act  as  it  at  present  stood.  If  that  were  so  the  deputa- 
tion wished  that  they  should  get  a  new  Act  authorising  the 
creation  of  a  second  grade,  who  should  be  entitled  to  sell 
poisons  without  exercising  the  other  functions  of  pharma- 
ceutical chemists.  They  did  not  want  the  right  to  fill  pre- 
scriptions, because  they  were  of  opinion  that  nobody  should 
be  allowed  to  do  that  unless  he  had  passed  the  examination 
at  present  prescribed  by  the  Council.  But  they  thought  that 
the  intention  of  the  Act  of  1875,  as  expressed  in  the  preamble 
of  it,' which  said  that  it  was  an  Act  to  institute  a  pharmaceu- 
tical society,  and  to  regulate  the  qualifications  of  pharma- 
ceutical chemists  and  of  chemists  and  druggists  in  Ireland, 
had  not  been  carried  out  by  those  to  whom  the  duty  of  ad- 
ministering it  had  been  intrusted.  The  deputation  werejaware 
that  the  Council  had  inherited  difficulties  which  they  thought 
rendered  it  impossible  for  them  to  establish  the  two  grades, 
but  they  promised  that  if  the  Council  got  a  fresh  Act  passed 
they  would  receive  their  cordial  sympathy  and  support.  They 
thought  the  Council  had  not  realised  the  important  fact  that 
the  two  classes  of  persons  were  absolutely  necessary — the 
one  to  do  the  finer  work  of  filling  prescriptions  and  the  other 
for  the  heavier  and  rougher  trade,  which  they  knew  from  ex- 
perience was  the  worse  paid  of  the  two.  The  idea  of  the 
predecessors  of  the  Council  had  been,  contrary  to  the  inten- 
tion of  the  Act,  to  blend  the  two  grades  into  one.  An  expe- 
rience of  twelve  years  must  have  taught  them  that  that  was 
an  impossibility.  The  true  pharmaceutical  chemist  could  not 
without  serious  prejudice  to  his  more  responsible  duties 
be  at  the  same  time  a  seller  of  sulphuric  acid,  muriatic  acid, 
oxalic  acid,  sugar  of  lead,  and  other  such  things.  The  sale 
of  those  and  many  other  articles  of  the  same  class  should  be 
in  the  hands  of  those  who  had  served  their  time  to  the  busi- 
ness, and  who  had  given  a  guarantee  to  the  Society  by  the 
passing  of  a  modified  examination  that  they  were  properly 
qualified  to  sell  them  ;  and  it  should  not  be  allowed  to  pass 
into  the  bands  of  oil  and  colour  men,  drysaltery,  and  hard- 
ware merchants,  as  it  would  if  the  chemists  and  druggists 
should  become  extinct,  as  the  Council  seemed  in  past  times 
to  have  wished.  To  sell  small  quantities  of  laudanum,  &c, 
did  not  require  a  very  large  amount  of  knowledge  of  materia 
medica  and  pharmacy,  but  only  a  good  stock  of  practical 
cemmon-sense— a  quality  the  chemists  and  druggists  had 
proved  themselves  not  deficient  in,  considering  the  few  mis- 
takes that  they  had  made  during  the  last  twelve  years.  By 
not  taking  full  advantage  of  the  powers  granted  to  them  by 
the  Act  the  Council  had  inflicted  great  injustice  on  the  assis- 
tants and  apprentices  who  were  in  the  business  at  the  passing 
of  the  Act ;  and  it  was  also  unjust  to  demand  that  those  who 
had  served  their  time  since  should  in  addition  serve  two  or 
four  years  with  a  pharmaceutical  chemist  and  pass  an  exami- 
nation much  severer  than  the  Act  intended. 

After  reading  the  preamble  of  the  Act  the  speaker  went  on 
to  say  that  the  Council  had  not  supplied  pharmacists  to  Ire- 
land— why  ?  Because  by  their  bylaws  they  had  shut  the  door 
upon  the  most  likely  source  from  whence  a  plentiful  supply  of 
candidates  was  likely  to  have  been  obtained.  If  it  were  not 
for  those  chemists  and  druggists  whom  they  had  been  pro- 
secuting and  endeavouring  to  drive  out  of  business,  a  very 
large  proportion  of  the  people  of  Ireland  would  be  to-day 
totally  destitute  of  the  means  of  obtaining  necessary  medi- 
cines. The  chemists  and  druggists  had  proved  themselves  to 
be  a  public  necessity.  They  met  a  public  demand,  and  they 
enjoyed  to  a  very  large  extent  the  confidence  of  the  public. 
They,  therefore,  asked  to  be  recognised  and  legalised. 
By  so  doing  the  Council  would  enlarge  their  own  consti- 
tuency, increase  the  stability  and  means  of  usefulness  of 
their  Society,  and  obtain  the  support  of  a  numerous  and  im- 
portant party,  who,  he  feared,  were  at  present  alienated  from 
them.  By  the  report  in  The  Chemist  and  Druggist  of 
the  proceedings  of  the  last  meeting  of  the  Council  he  saw 
that  the  President  hinted  that  in  the  promotion  of  their  in- 
tended Bill  the  Council  would  be  likely  to  encounter  opposing 
interests.  The  deputation,  however,  were  willing  to  meet 
them  more  than  half-way.    He  thanked  them  for  having 
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listened  to  him,  and  had  only  to  add  that  he  was  authorised 
to  mention  that  Sir  James  Haslett's  services  would  be  at  their 
disposal  in  furtherance  of  the  objects  of  the  deputation. 

Mr.  Shaw  said  he  could  only  endorse  the  remarks  of  those 
who  had  spoken  before  him.  In  The  Chemist  and  Drug- 
gist of  last  week  there  appeared  a  letter  from  a  "  A  Belfast 
Chemist."  [Our  official  report  is  interrupted  at  this  point.] 
The  chemists  and  druggists  who  were  in  business  in  Belfast 
at  present,  and  who  had  entered  into  business  since  1875, 
had  every  one  of  them  served  their  time  legitimately  to  the 
business. 

Mr.  KAN  KIN  was  understood  to  say  that  there  might  be 
other  men  in  business  there,  but  the  deputation  did  not 
represent  them. 

The  President  :  Well,  gentlemen,  we  are  very  much 
obliged  to  you  for  stating  your  views  so  plainly,  and  while 
you  are  here  I  shall  give  you  a  short  resume  of  the  way  in 
which  the  question  stands,  and  will,  I  think,  be  able  to 
remove  one  or  two  misconceptions  under  which  you  labour. 
This  matter  is  not  at  all  new  to  the  Council.    The  very 
moment  it  was  started  on  its  work  it  saw  that  there  was  a 
great  defect  in  the  Act — namely,  that  it  had  no  power  to 
register  those  persons  who  have  been  engaged  in  the  sale  of 
poisons  since  1875.    Ever  since  it  has  been  trying — the  Act 
of  1875  having  been  a  Government  Bill — to  get  the  Govern- 
ment to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  amend  it  and  to  give  them  those 
powers.    Early  in  1884  the  matter  was  brought  to  a  point, 
and  the  views  of  the  Council  were  thoroughly  threshed  out, 
printed,  and  forwarded  to  Mr.  Trevelyan,  who  was  then  Chief 
Secretary  for  Ireland.    We  had  an  interview  with  him,  and 
he  gave  us  every  reason  to  hope  that  a  Bill  would  be  intro- 
duced by  the  Government  during  that  session,  and  the 
matter  settled  ;  but  nothing  has  been  done  since.    Last  year 
we  hoped  that  Sir  Michael  Hicks-Beach,  who  is  the  father  of 
this  Bill,  could  be  induced  to  do  something  for  us;  but  he 
declined  to  do  so,  and  we  are  now  thrown  upon  the  necessity 
of  appealing  to  some  private  member  of  Parliament  to  do 
something  for  us.    We  communicated  with  Lord  Milltown, 
who  introduced  the  Pharmacy  Amendment  Bill  in  the  House 
of  Lords  last  year,  and  he  has  kindly  promised  to  do  what 
he  can  for  us.    The  question  as  to  the  establishment  of 
another  grade — a  grade  of  registered  chemists  and  druggists 
who  shall  be  entitled  to  sell  poisons  but  not  to  compound 
prescriptions — is  one  that  has  been  before  us  for  years  and 
years.     The  Council  are  not  unanimous  upon  it,  but  a 
majority  of  them  are  opposed  to  it,  being  of  opinion  that  no 
grounds  have  been  shown  for  the  perpetuation  of  such  a 
grade.    What  the  Council  proposed  in  the  Bill  which  it 
wished  the  Government  to  bring  in  in  1884  was,  that  in  con- 
sequence of  the  great  difficulty  of  tracing  who  were  and  who 
were  not  engaged  in  the  sale  of  poisons  at  the  time  of  the 
passing  of  the  Act  of  1875,  the  principle  of  the  preserva- 
tion of  the  rights  of  all  such  persons  should  be  extended 
to  the  year  1884;  and  in  any  Bill  that  is  to  be  introduced 
now,  its  idea  is  to  include  all  persons  who  are  at  present 
engaged  in  the  sale  of  poisons,  and  are  lona-f.de  chemists  and 
druggists,  up  to  the  present  date,  and  to  have  power  to  register 
them  as  such ;  but  as  to  the  establishment  of  another  grade,  to  be 
admitted  by  a  separate  examination,  the  Council  is  opposed  to 
that.    The  matter  was  only  dealt  with  by  the  Council  with 
a  view  to  the  interests  of  the  public,  because  they  were  of 
opinion  that  prospective  individual  interests  had  ceased  to 
exist  on  the  passing  of  the  Act  of  1875.    That  Act  became 
law  because  the  legislature  felt  that  a  state  of  things  existed 
which  should  not  be  allowed  to  continue.    That  state  of 
things  was  accordingly  put  a  stop  to ;  but  in  order  to  pre- 
vent undue  hardship  from  the  sudden  stoppage  of  business, 
and  to  enable  those  who  wished  to  do  so  to  qualify,  a  year  of 
grace  was  given  during  which  those  eDgaged  in  business 
could  qualify  under  a  very  modified  examination.  The  second 
of  the  resolutions  read  by  one  of  the  deputation  states  that 
the  traders  are  under  the  impression  that  the  Act  of  1875 
contemplated  the  establishment  of  a  second  grade,  whereby 
on  their  passing  a  minor  examination  dealers  in  drugs  and 
poisons  could  be  legalised.    The  Irish  Pharmacy  Act  was  on 
the  lines  of  the  English  Act.    The  English  Act  qualifies  two 
grades — the  pharmaceutical  chemist  and  the  chemist  and 
druggist.    These  are  equal  in  right  as  regards  the  public — 
both  are  equally  entitled  to  dispense  medicines.    If  those 
grades  had  been  adopted  in  Ireland  both  of  these  grades 
would  under  the  Act  have  had  exactly  similar  rights  as  to 


dealing  with  the  public.    Mr.  Gibson  read  a  portion  of  the 
preamble  of  our  Act  of  1875,  but  I  don't  think  he  grasped  the 
exact  meaning  of  that  preamble.    That  Act  was  passed  not 
to  provide  dealers  in  medicines  or  poisons,  but  to  provide 
persons  who  should  dispense  medicines,  it  beiDg  felt  at  the 
time  that  the  supply  of  apothecaries  through  the  country  was 
not  sufficient  to  meet  the  demand.    The  preamble  says, 
"  And  whereas  to  remedy  such  inconvenience  it  is  expedient 
to  amend  the  Act  of  1791."    That  was  the  Apothecaries  Act, 
which  did  not  affect  in  any  way  the  general  trade  of  the 
chemists  and  druggists  in  the  sale  of  poisons.    The  sale  of 
poisons  previous  to  the  Pharmacy  Act  was  open  to  anyone  in 
the  country  ;  but  no  one  could  engage  in  the  dispensing  of 
prescriptions  except  apothecaries.    In   that   respect  Ire- 
land differed    very    much  from  England,   because  until 
the    Pharmacy    Act    of    England    was    passed  anyone 
could  dispense  prescriptions   in  that   countiy.    But  our 
Act  of  1875  enables  persons  who,  "although  they  do  not 
desire  to  practise  the  art  and  mystery  of  an  apothecaiy" 
— that  is,  to  act  as  visiting  physicians  and  dispense  medi  - 
cines— "  desire,  and  are  qualified,  to  open  shop  for  the- 
retailing,  dispensing,  and  compounding  of  poisons  and 
medical  prescriptions,  to  keep  open  shop  for  the  purposes 
aforesaid ;  "  and  the  preamble  says  that  "  for  the  purposes 
aforesaid  it  is  expedient  that  provisions  such  as  are  in  this 
Act  contained  should  be  made  for  the  formation  of  a  Phar- 
maceutical Society  in  Ireland,  and  for  the  examination  of 
persons  desiring  to  keep  open  shop  for  the  purposes  afore- 
said, and  for  the  registration  of  such  of  the  said  persons  as 
may  be  found  on  examination  to  possess  a  competent  prac- 
tical knowledge  of  pharmaceutical  and  general  chemistry, 
and  other  branches  of  useful  knowledge,  as  fit  persons  to 
keep  open  shop  for  the  dispensing  and  compounding  of ^pre- 
scriptions of  duly  qualified  medical  practitioners."    So  that 
the  Act  never  contemplated  anything  but  the  supply  to  the 
country  of  dispensers  of  medical  prescriptions.    I  wish  to 
make  it  clear  that  under  our  present  Act  we  have  no  pow«r 
whatever  to  deal  with  such  a  grade  as  you  speak  of,  so  that 
any  arrangement  of  the  kind  must  be  the  resalt  of  legislation 
on  new  lines.    There  is  one  point  on  which  I  would  say 
something — namely,  with  regard  tD  the  vested  rights  of 
those  who  were  apprenticed  to  the  trade  at  the  time  of  the 
passing  of  the  Act.    In  these  days,  when  legislation  comes  so- 
rapidly,  and  when  such  enormous  changes  are  made,  it  is  not 
an  uncommon  thing  for  the  prospective  rights  of  aspiring 
members  of  professions,  and  even  of  the  inheritors  of 
property,  to  be  interfered  with,  and  it  is  impossible  that 
every  prospective  interest,  however  remote,  in  a  state  of 
things  which  legislation  has  put  an  end  to  can  be  fully  com- 
pensated.   We  think  that  the  Council  sufficiently  provided 
for  any  sudden  cessation  of  rights  of  that  sort  by  the  year  of 
grace,  and  the  very  trifling  examination  by  which  men  could 
qualify  for  the  pharmaceutical  licence.    I  am  now  repre- 
senting matters  to  you  as  they  stand  at  present.  The 
Council,  of  course,  will  very  carefully  consider  the  views  that- 
have  been  put  before  them.    We  are  about  to  have  an  Act 
drafted  for  the  purpose  of  being  introduced  in  Parliament, 
and,  of  course,  will  consider  very  carefully  the  views  you 
have  put  before  us  ;  and  if  we  want  any  further  information, 
I  am  sure  that  you  will  give  us  any  help  or  information  that 
we  may  require  in  the  preparation  of  this  Bill.    The  "  Sug- 
gestions of  Amendments  "  which  I  now  hand  you  represent 
the  present  views  of  the  Council  as  to  what  future  legislation 
should  be  ;  but  that  statement  was  settled  in  1884,  and  the 
matter  has  not  been  discussed  since. 

Mr.  Kankin  said  that  what  the  deputation  asked  for  was  a 
legalisation  of  the  position  of  men  who  had  gone  into  busi- 
ness since  1875. 

The  President  :  Supposing  that  legislation  were  to  take 
place  now  which  would  entitle  those  who  came  into  business 
since  1875  to  be  registered,  would  that  satisfy  your  body  1 
Mr.  Rankin  :  That  would  satisfy  our  body. 
The  President  :  In  that  the  Council  is  at  one  with  you,, 
for  we  are  satisfied  that  it  would  be  impossible  to  go  back 
twelve  years  in  fixing  the  date.  We  are  of  opinion  that  we- 
should  register,  say,  up  to  the  first  day  of  next  year,  all  who 
had  entered  into  business  up  to  that  date. 

Mr.  Shaw  :  Entitling  them  to  sell  poisons  but  not  to  fill 
prescriptions. 

The  President  :  Yes.  Kindly  put  before  your  body  the 
question  as  to  whether  they  would  be  satisfied  with  the 
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registration  of  those  at  present  engaged  in  trade,  without 
going  into  the  question  of  perpetuating  that  grade  for  the 
tnture  by  examination. 

Mr.  Rankin  referred  to  the  provisions  of  the  English  Act. 

Tne  President  :  In  EDgland  the  trade  was  much  freer 
ilian  in  Ireland  before  the  passing  of  their  Act,  as  there  was 
then  no  such  monopoly  as  existed  under  the  Act  of  1791. 
The  suggestions  to  which  the  Council  agreed  in  1884  say  : — 
"  It  is  recommended,  therefore,  that  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  of  Ireland  shall  be  given  powers  to  require  all  bond- 
fide  chemists  and  druggists  who  shall  have  been  in  business 
an  their  own  account  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  January, 
1884  (for  which  read  1888),  and  who  shall  desire  to  continue 
that  business,  to  make  application,  on  or  before  a  date  to  be 
samed,  to  the  Council  of  said  Society  to  have  their  names 
registered  ;  such  application  to  be  accompanied  by  a  statutory 
declaration  to  the  effect  that  they  have  been  so  eDgaged  in 
business  as  bond-fide  chemists  and  druggists  on  their  'orvn 
account  prior  to  the  said  1st  January,  1884  (1888),  and  also 
by  declarations  to  the  same  purport  made  by  two  duly  quali- 
fied medical  practitioners  resident  within  ten  miles  of  the 
place  of  business  of  the  applicant,  such  persons  to  pay  on 
registration  a  fee  not  exceeding  three  guineas,  and  to  be 
styled  '  Registered  Druggists.'  "  The  Council  specially  wishes 
t-he  adoption  of  some  such  title  as  "  Registered  Druggists,"  in 
order  to  put  an  end  to  the  ambiguity  which  at  present  exists 
from  the  use  of  the  term  "  chemists  and  druggists,"  for, 
legally  speaking,  except  those  who  were  acting  as  bond-fide 
chemists  and  druggists  at  the  time  of  the  passing  of  the  Act, 
there  are  no  such  persons  at  the  present  moment  as  "chemists 
;  &  druggists  "  in  Ireland. 

Dr.  Collins  :  I  think  the  deputation  wish  to  have  some 
provision  under  which  gentlemen  who  have  not  opened  in 
business  for  themselves,  but  who  have  continued  to  be 
assistants  to  chemists  and  druggists,  would  be  admitted  to 
a  legal  position. 

The  President  :  I  suggest  that  the  members  of  the  depu- 
tation should  take  these  suggestions  home  with  them  and 
discuss  them  at  the  next  meeting  of  their  body  ;  and  any 
suggestions  that  they  forward  to  us  we  will  be  very  happy  to 
oonsider. 

Mr.  Hodgson  said  he  had  received  a  letter  from  Sir  James 
Haslett  stating  his  inability  to  attend  and  laying  down  two 
propositions.  One  was  that  apprentices  and  assistants 
should  be  considered.  The  President  had  stated  what  the 
desire  of  the  Council  was  as  to  that — that  those  who  should 
o*e  in  business  at  the  time  of  the  passing  of  a  revised  Act 
would  be  entitled  to  registration.  The  letter  also  referred  to 
the  establishment  of  a  second  grade.  Their  worthy  Presi- 
dent, for  whom  he  (Mr.  Hodgson)  had  a  great  regard,  bad 
stated  that  a  large  majority  of  the  Council  were  completely 
opposed  to  that. 

The  President  :  I  did  not  say  a  large  majority,  I  said  a 
majority. 

Mr.  Hodgson  :  I  wish  to  say  that  it  is  not  the  unanimous 
©pinion  of  the  Council. 

The  President  :  I  think  we  had  better  not  go  into  that. 
I  am  here  as  the  mouthpiece  of  the  Council,  and  I  have 
stated  that  a  majority  have  a  certain  opinion  ;  but  I  do  not 
think  we  ought  to  enter  into  particular?. 

Mr.  Hodgson  :  But  I  think  the  minority  are  entitled  to  a 
Troice. 

Mr.  Wells  :  If  Mr.  Hodgson  goes  on  with  this  I  think  it 
will  be  opeu  to  any  other  member  of  the  Council  to  argue  the 
matter  too ;  but  I  do  not  think  it  would  be  a  wise  thing  to  do 
m>  at  present. 

Toe  President  :  I  do  not  think  it  would  be  wise  to  enter 
into  controversial  matters  before  these  gentlemen.  [To  the 
deputation :]  I  think  a  stretch  of  twelve  years  ought  to 
txable  you  to  meet  us. 

Mr.  Glothworthy  :  We  do  not  wish  to  be  antagonistic 
in  any  way.    We  will  report  to  our  body. 

The  President  :  And  any  suggestions  that  you  forward  to 
us'  we  will  be  happy  to  consider  at  our  next  monthly  meeting. 

Mr.  Rankin  suggested  that  prosecutions  should  be  sus- 
pended pending  legislation. 

The  President  :  That  is  a  reasonable  suggestion. 

Mr  Rankin  thanked  the  Council  for  the  attentive  hearing 
they  had  given  to  the  deputation,  saying  he  was  sure  they 
would  do  the  best  they  could  for  them. 

The  deputation  then  withdrew. 


Mr.  Minchin  asked  if  the  statement  that  all  persons 
who  had  gone  into  business  between  the  passing  of  the  last 
Act  and  the  new  one  meant  grocers  ? 

The  President:  No,  certainly  not ;  only  bond- fide  chemists 
and  druggists,  who  shall  give  satisfactory  evidence  that  they 
are  such. 

A  Technical  Point. 

A  letter  was  received  from  the  Privy  Council  enclosing  a 
copy  of  a  memorial  from  Mr.  R.  J.  Downes,  submitting  that 
the  treasurer  and  registrar  should  have  been  elected  by  the 
Council,  and  not  at  the  annual  general  meeting,  and  that  a 
point  of  order  which  he  had  raised  against  the  election  of 
treasurer  had  been  ruled  against  him,  and  also  criticising  the 
arrangement  of  the  Society's  examinations. 

The  President  said  the  matter  had  been  before  the  Law 
Committee,  who  had  recommended  a  reply  to  the  effect  that 
the  treasurer,  as  an  honorary  officer,  had  been  elected  by  the 
general  body  of  the  Society  under  the  bylaws,  and  that  no 
objection  was  made  at  the  general  meeting  to  the  re-election 
of  Mr.  Ferrall  on  that  occasion ;  and  that  the  present  system 
of  examinations  had  been  duly  sanctioned  by  the  Privy 
Council. 

On  the  motion  of  Dr.  Collins,  seconded  by  Mr.  Allen,  the 
reply  was  unanimously  approved  of. 

Lord  Milltown's  Reply. 

The  President  said  that,  in  reply  to  a  letter  of  his,  he  had 
received  one  from  the  Earl  of  Milltown  saying,  "  I  shall  be 
very  happy  to  be  of  use  to  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of 
Ireland  in  the  way  you  indicate.  I  last  year  carried  through 
the  Lords  a  Pharmacy  Act  Amendment  Bill  for  the  British 
Society.  I  think  it  failed  to  pass  the  Ccmmons  through 
obstruction.  If  so,  perhaps  it  will  be  reintroduced  next 
session  with  the  necessary  clauses  relating  to  Ireland  for  the 
amendment  of  the  Act  of  1875."  On  receiving  that  letter  he 
(the  President)  wrote  to  Mr.  Carteighe,  the  President  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great  Britain,  asking  for  some 
information  from  him,  and  expressing  the  opinion  that  it 
would  be  very  unadvisable  to  get  clauses  for  the  amendment 
of  the  pharmacy  law  in  Ireland  inserted  into  the  English 
Bill.  He  had  received  a  reply  from  Mr.  Carteighe  concurring 
in  that  opinion.  It  was  now  necessary  for  the  Council  to  get 
a  Bill  drafted  in  parliamentary  shape  for  the  purpose  of 
being  placed  in  the  hands  of  Lord  Milltown.  The  Law  Com- 
mittee had  had  the  matter  before  them,  and  their  report 
contained  the  following  recommendation  : — "The  committee 
recommend  that  the  suggested  amendments  of  the  Pharmacy 
Act  (Ireland),  1875,  be  drafted  in  the  form  of  a  Bill."  It 
would  be  advisable  to  put  the  matter  in  the  hands  of  some 
solicitor  experienced  in  parliamentary  work. 

Mr.  Hayes  :  Would  you  undertake  it  without  some  gua- 
rantee from  the  members  of  the  Society.  We  could  not  in 
our  present  financial  condition  undertake  a  thing  that  will 
cost  us  200Z.  or  300Z. 

The  President  :  It  is  a  matter  of  life  and  death  to  the 
Society,  and  it  must  be  done. 

Mr.  Hodgson  :  Before  we  do  it  should  we  not  come  to  a 
unanimous  decision  as  to  what  the  Bill  is  to  be. 

The  President  :  The  suggestions  have  been  in  print  since 
1884. 

Mr.  Hodgson  said  they  did  not  embody  what  he  thought 
was  desirable ;  and  he  thought  it  would  be  well  to  have  the 
matter  threshed  out  again  in  order  to  see  what  was  the  tone 
of  the  Council  on  the  subject  now.  He  held  that  there 
should  be  a  second  grade.  There  were  a  great  many  towns 
and  villages  in  Ireland  where  no  prescriptions  were  com- 
pounded, or  ever  would  be,  but  where  coarse  articles  and 
poisons  were  required  ;  and  that  trade  should  not  be  in  the 
hands  of  persons  who  were  ignorant  even  of  the  appearance 
of  common  medicines,  many  of  which  were  active  poisons. 

Mr.  Hayes  also  thought  that  before  goiDg  to  any  expense 
they  should  have  the  matter  discussed  again.  Gentlemen  who 
voted  one  way  three  years  ago  might  have  changed  their 
minds,  since.  Eminent  politicians  had  chaEged  their  minds 
since  then. 

The  President  said  no  one  felt  more  strongly  than  he  did 
the  necessity  for  a  second  grade ;  but  he  believed  the 
majority  of  the  Council  thought  otherwise,  and  that  there  was 
no  use  in  opening  the  question  up  again. 

Mr.  Hayes  :  I  don't  agree  with  you  at  all.    I  think  a 
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decision  should  be  taken  now,  and  we  should  have  the  way 
in  which  the  members  vote  taken  down  in  black  and  white. 

Mr.  Wells  said  he  asked  that  that  should  be  done  the  last 
time  the  subject  was  discussed,  but  it  was  not.  He  was 
still  of  opinion  that  there  should  be  but  one  grade.  Pro- 
fessor Tichborne  had  said  that  there  were  1,503  post  towns 
in  Ireland. 

Mr.  Allen  :  There  are  1,960. 

Mr.  Wells  said  that  some  of  those  towns  had  less  than  100 
people  in  them,  and  had  not  even  a  house  to  hold  a  post- 
office. 

Mr.  Hayes  moved  that  a  special  meeting  of  the  Council  be 
held  to  discuss  the  subject  again. 

M-.  Hodgson  seconded  the  motion,  which  was  put,  and 
negatived  by  six  votes  to  five. 

The  President  :  Are  you  going  to  let  your  Pharmacy 
Amendment  Act  drop  ?  It  is  absolutely  necessary  that  we 
should  be  in  a  position  to  put  something  into  the  hands  of 
Lord  Milltown  before  Christmas. 

Mr.  Hodgson  protested  against  a  Bill  being  framed  with- 
out all  the  members  of  the  Council  having  another  oppor- 
tunity of  expressing  their  opinions  on  it. 

The  President  pointed  out  that  the  report  of  the  Law 
Committee  contained  a  recommendation  which  could  be 
acted  on. 

Mr.  Beggs  moved  that  the  report  be  adopted,  and  that 
Mr.  Robert  K.  Clay  be  employed  to  draft  a  Bill. 

Mr.  McCormack  seconded  the  motion,  which  was  agreed 
to  nem.  con. 

The  Council  then  adjourned. 


FRENCH  PHARMACEUTICAL  NEWS. 

{From  our  Paris  Correspondent.) 

The  Lecture  Session  at  the  Paris  College  of  Pharmacy 
has  now  begun  in  earnest.  Professor  Planchon  delivered 
his  first  lecture  on  materia  medica  on  Mondav,  November  7; 
Professor  Riche  on  Tuesday,  November  8,  on  mineral 
chemistry  ;  and  on  Wednesday,  November  9,  Agrege  Villiers 
followed  suit  with  analytical  chemistry.  The  course  of 
lectures  on  galenical  pharmacy,  by  F.  M.  Bourgoin,  has 
been  postponed  for  the  present,  the  professor  having  been 
sent  on  a  mission  abroad. 

Not  the  Iron  Cross. — The  Caffarel  scandal,  now  before 
the  courts,  has  brought  to  light  ambitions  of  all  sorts.  M. 
Bravais,  the  dialysed  iron  man,  was  one  of  the  candidates 
for  the  Legion  of  Honour  decoration,  whom  Mme.  Limonzin's 
"  ropers- in  "  approached  with  their  offers.  The  price  named 
was  50,000  francs,  a  sum  showing  the  estimated  value  of  iron. 
Insect-powder  is  quoted  lower.  Vicat,  he  of  the  "  poudre 
insecticide,"  was  inveigled  into  calling  one  day  at  Mme. 
Limouzin's,  but  soon  went  away,  leaving  two  pots  of  mustard, 
a  bottle  of  his  bug-powder  with  the  blower,  and  the  promise 
of  5,000  or  6,000  francs  in  cash.  His  claims  were  not  con- 
sidered. 

The  Val-de  Grace  School  op  Military  Medicine 
and  Pharmacy — F.cole  a" application  de  Medccinc  et  de 
Pharmacie  Militaires,  according  to  its  official  title — has  re- 
sumed its  regular  course  of  lectures.  The  general  director  is 
Medical-Inspector  Perrin,  M.D.,  and  the  sub-director,  Pro- 
fessor Poncet,  surgeon-in-chief  of  the  hospital.  The  follow- 
ing are  the  courses  more  directly  interesting  pharmacists:  — 
Chemistry  applied  to  investigations  special  to  the  army, 
M.  Burcker,  professor ;  military  pharmacy  and  account- 
keeping,  M.  Gessard,  lecturer.  The  director  of  this  section  is 
Surgeon-major  Forgemol,  assisted  by  Aid-majors  Ferraton  and 
Moziman,  and  Pharmacist  Couton.  The  lectures  are  intended 
to  finish  the  education  of  army  pharmacists,  but,  by  permis- 
sion obtained  from  the  Minister  of  War,  civilian  assistant- 
pharmacists  will  be  allowed  to  attend  the  course. 

The  Iceland  Spak  Mines  Not  Exhausted.  —  Dr.  H. 
Labonne,  recently  returned  from  a  trip  to  Iceland,  last  week 
delivered  a  lecture  before  the  French  Geographical  Society, 
in  which  he  emphatically  denied  the  reported  exhaustion  of 
the  Iceland  spar  deposits.  He  showed  apiece  of  the  mineral, 
apparently  weighing  some  three  or  four  ounces,  for  which  he 
had  been  charged  60f,  by  the  company  claiming  to  own  or 
work  the  mines.  But,  having  visited  the  spot,  he  had,  with- 
out tools,  collected  many  specimens,  which  he  exhibited,  and 


ascertained  that,  far  from  approaching  exhaustion,  the 
deposits  have  been  merely  scratched  on  the  surface.  Any 
engineer  or  mineralogist  desirous  of  taking  a  free  trip  ta 
Iceland  had  only  to  provide  himself  with  a  few  pounds  of 
gunpowder  to  easily  gather  enough  of  the  precious  mineral 
to  more  than  repay  the  cost  of  the  excursion,  besides  his 
time  and  trouble.  The  statement  is  probably  perfectly  true, 
only  as  Iceland  spar,  a  bi-refracting  mineral,  has  no  other 
application  than  its  use  in  optical  instruments,  it  would  not 
take  much  of  it  to  overstock  ihe  market. 

The  Brewery  Exposition.— The  exhibition  of  beers  anA 
brewing  appliances,  now  well  under  weigh  in  the  Champs 
Elysees,  offers  some  features  of  interest  to  the  retail  and 
manufacturing  pharmacist.  The  beer  itself  may  be  dis- 
missed with  the  mention  that  only  French  products  are 
admitted,  that  the  retail  stands  occupy  the  whole  pavilion 
which  held  the  Hygiene  Exhibition  last  summer,  and  that 
men  only  dispense  the  foaming  beverage — rather  small  beer 
— to  immense  crowds  of  well-behaved  Parisians  of  both  sexes. 
The  appliances  and  machinery  occupy  a  whole  wing  of  the 
Palais  de  l'lndustrie,  and  as  foreigners  are  admitted,  it  is 
unnecessary  to  say  that  Engluli  manufacturers  have  not 
lagged  behind,  but  are  there  well  represented  either  directly 
or  by  their  regular  French  agencies.  A  mention  of  some  of 
of  the  apparatus  not  exclusively  used  by  brewers  may  interest 
readers  of  The  Chemist  and  Druggist.  An  elegant 
portable  bottling  and  corking  machine  is  shown  by  J.  M. 
Pommier,  of  Marseilles.  J.  Wiinstel  (62  Boulevard  de  Stras- 
bourg, Paris)  exhibits  large  stationary  and  portable  apparatus 
for  bottling,  decanting,  and  filtering.  E.  Fabry,  of  Nancy 
(18  Rue  des  Dominicians),  Ed.  Boche  (47  Rue  des  Petites 
Ecuries,  Paris),  and  Thirion  et  Fils  (51  Rue  de  la  Roquette„ 
Paris)  also  compete  in  the  same  line.  For  corking,  capping, 
and  branding  Leclere  (47  Rue  de  Lyon,  Paris)  offers  efficient 
and  attractive-looking  machines.  One  of  them,  at  the  time 
in  operation,  appeared  of  great  simplicity.  A  small  gas  jet 
kept  the  iron  brands  hot,  while  the  corks  were  coming  down 
one  by  one  from  a  hopper,  and  dropped  below  branded  on 
both  ends  and  on  the  side  with  the  mark  of  the  maker 
When  needed  a  petroleum  lamp  can  be  substituted  for  the 
gas  jet.  Competing  articles  are  also  shown  by  Bold  &  Vogel, 
of  Hamburg  ;  Staub-Kienast,  of  Courbevoie  (72  Rue  St.  Denis, 
Courbevoie,  Seine),  who,  as  well  as  Alexandre  Herlin  (36 
Rue  Reaumur,  Paris),  manufacture  besides  bottlers,  washers. 
&c,  in  great  variety. 

The  economical  production  of  carbonic  acid  by  means  fit 
simple  and  effective  machinery  is  exhibited  by  Gueret  Fieres 
(72  Boulevard  de  la  Gare,  Paris),  Durafort  (162  BoulevarH 
Voltaire),  Hermann  Lachapelle  (Rue  Boinod,  Paris),  and 
Reynaud  &  Cie  (185  Avenue  de  Clichy,  Paris). 

Chemical  and  optical  instruments,  now  necessary  for 
scientific  brewing,  have  not  been  neglected.  The  Societe 
Centrale  de  Produits  Chimiques  (44  Rue  des  Ecoles)  has  a  full 
display  of  glassware  and  apparatus,  besides  chemicals,  for 
testing  and  assaying  the  raw  materials  and  the  product,?, 
especially  as  regards  micrography  and  bacteriology.  Guilbert- 
Martin  (307  Avenue  de  Paris,  St.  Denis,  Seine)  exhibits  his 
patent  polymetric  apparatus  with  coloured  bands,  whereby 
the  real  level  of  a  liquid  in  a  graduated  glass  cjlinderor  tub? 
of  any  sort  can  at  once  be  accurately  ascertained  without 
reference  to  meniscus  aberration.  Optical  instruments  are 
also  displayed  by  Nachet  (17  Rue  St.  Severing  and  A.  Picar.t 
(20  Rue  Mayet),  of  Paris,  and  Louis  Marx,  of  Marseilles. 

Hops  and  isinglass  are  probably  the  only  two  drugs  of 
interest  to  pharmacy,  for  barley  and  malt  scarcely  belong  to 
ordinary  practice,  unless  in  a  dtfferent  shape.  Mountains 
upon  mountains  of  hops  have  been  sent  from  nearly  all  parts 
of  Europe,  England  perhaps  excepted  ;  "  perhaps  "  is  the  word, 
for  among  so  many  specimens,  it  is  easy  to  overlook  som-3 
parcels.  In  the  present  exhibition  Burgundy  bears  the  palm 
for  both  quantity  and  quality,  colour  and  flavour.  German 
hops  barely  hold  their  own,  but  possibly  they  are  not  weli 
represented.  Of  isinglass  several  good  assortments  are 
shown,  among  which  that  of  J.  Hirner  (136  Rue  des  Pyrenees, 
Paris)  may  be  noticed. 

And  finally,  strange  to  say,  in  such  an  exposition,  held  in 
a  cork-producing  country  like  France,  only  one  dealer  has 
thought  it  worth  while  to  advertise  his  goods,  namely, 
Vve.  J.  P.  Brun  &  Fils  (19  Rue  des  Halles),  of  Paris,  and 
Bonifacio,  Corsica. 
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SOCIETY  OF  CHEMICAL  INDUSTRY. 


London  Section. 

THE  first  sessional  meeting  of  this  section  was  held  on 
Monday  evening  in  the  Chemical  Society's  rooms,  Bur- 
liDgton  House.  Mr.  David  Howard,  chairman  of  the  section, 
took  the  chair  a  few  minutes  after  eight.  The  minutes  were 
read  and  confirmed,  and,  after  a  few  remarks  from  the  chair- 
man, a  paper  was  read  by  Mr.  Kingzett,  of  which  the 
following  is  an  abstract : — 

NOTE  ON  THE  COMPARATIVE  ANTISEPTIC  VALUES 
OF  CHLORIDES,  NITRATES,  AND  SULPHATES. 


By  C.  T.  Kingzett,  F.I.C.,  F.C.S. 
Mr.  Kingzett  explained  that  his  observations  were  not 
intended  as  final  measure  of  the  antiseptic  values  of  the  sub- 
stances tested,  but  were  made  by  way  of  a  preliminary  in- 
troduction to  a  more  scientific  and  quantitative  study.  The 
observations  derived  their  chief  interest  from  being  compara- 
tive in  nature.  Two  series  of  experiments  were  made — one 
beiDg  with  flour-paste,  to  ascertain  for  what  period  5  per 
cent,  of  5  per  cent,  solutions  of  the  various  substances  pro- 
tected it  from  the  growth  of  mould,  and  the  other  beiDg 
with  an  extract  of  bceF,  to  determine  for  what  period  the 
same  solutions  protected  it  from  putrefaction.  In  the  cases 
where  the  salts  were  not  perfectly  soluble  in  water  solutions 
containing  the  undissolved  poitions  of  the  compounds  in 
suspension  were  used. 

In  the  experiments  with  flour-paste  the  results  obtained 
were  expressed  as  follows  : — The  salts  of  potassium,  sodium, 
and  ammonium  were  the  least  efficacious  in  preventing  the 
.growth  of  mould  ;  the  salts  of  the  alkaline  earths  were  very 
little  better ;  the  salts  of  iron,  aluminium,  and  tin  exercised 
distinct  but  not  powerful  antiseptic  action  ;  the  salts  of  lead 
.had  on  the  whole  a  more  powerful  effect,  while  the  compounds 
of  mercury  and  copper  were  most  effective,  the  chlorides 
being  apparently  of  equal  value,  but  the  nitrate  of  copper 
being  superior  to  the  sulphate. 

It  is  to  be  remarked  that  in  many  instances  the  substances 
which  were  tested,  including  many  of  the  salts  of  the  alkalies 
and  alkaline  earths,  appeared  to  promote  the  growth  of 
mould,  just  as  Warrington  has  shown  that  the  presence  of 
gypsum  facilitates  the  nitrification  of  urine. 

With  respect  to  the  experiments  upon  extract  of  meat  the 
same  general  results  were  obtained,  excepting  that  the-  com- 
pounds of  zinc  appeared  to  exercise  a  distinctly  superior 
antiseptic  action  to  that  which  they  exhibited  in  protecting 
the  flour-paste  from  the  growth  of  mould.  Again,  the  salts  of 
mercury  and  copper  proved  most  efficacious  and  of  about 
equal  value. 


Discussion. 

The  Chairman,  in  inviting  discussion  on  this  paper, 
pointed  out  that,  valuable  as  such  experiments  might  be, 
it  was  important  not  to  take  too  general  conclusions  from 
them,  for  it  sometimes  happened,  as  in  the  case  of  boracic 
acid,  that  an  antiseptic  might  have  an  extremely  powerful 
influence  on  vegetable  organisms  and  yet  have  none  on 
animal  organisms,  and  vice  versa.  He  also  commended  strongly 
the  more  extensive  use  of  copper  sulphate  as  a  disinfectant. 
It  was  remark ibly  cheap  and  exceedingly  active. 

Mr.  Thomas  Tstrer  (sectional  secretary),  in  the  course  of 
some  remarks  on  the  prospects  of  the  session,  stated  that  in 
December  Professor  Dewar,  the  President  of  the  Society, 
would  discourse  on  the  new  Weldon-Pechiney  chlorine  pro- 
cesss  ;  in  January,  Mr.  Gordon  Salamon  would  read  a  paper ; 
in  February,  Professor  Armstrong  would  continue,  or  rather 
complete,  his  contribution  on  the  alkaloids,  by  reading  a 
paper  entitled  "  A  Review  of  the  Methods  of  Preparing  the 
Closed-chain  Azo-carbon  Compounds;"  in  March,  Mr.  Alex. 
M.  Chance  would  read  a  paper  "  On  the  Recovery  of  Sulphur 
from  Alkali  Waste  by  means  of  Lime-kiln  Gases  ;  "  for  April, 
Mr.  L.  T.  Wright  promised  a  note  on  the  distillation  of  coal, 
with  special  reference  to  the  temperature  of  distillation  ;  in 
May,  Mr.  W.  G.  Dibden  would  speak  upon  the  standards  of 


light ;  and  in  June  the  Messrs.  Newlands  would  treat  of  the 
uses  of  charcoal  in  sugar  manufacture.  Dr.  Squire  and  Mr. 
C.  T.  Kingzett  would  also  read  some  technological  notes,  and 
he  (Mr.  Tyrer)  trusted  that  many  members  of  the  section 
would  come  forward  with  papers  concocted  from  the  records 
of  their  laboratory  note-books.  He  was  sure  that  there 
existed  the  results  of  many  valuable  investigations  in  their 
laboratories,  the  publication  of  which  would  not  affect  their 
commercial  interests,  yet  which  would  be  considered  of  great 
value.  The  northern  sections  were  in  the  habit  of  getting 
such  papers  as  he  referred  to,  and  they  were  greatly  admired 
by  those  who  read  the  journal.  He  specially  referred  to 
Mr.  Kingzett's  paper  as  an  example  of  what  investigators 
might  communicate. 

Mr.  J.  J.  Hutchison  created  considerable  amusement  by 
asking  Mr.  Kingzett  what  his  paper  meant,  and  what  bearing 
it  had  upon  his  patent  disinfectant  Sanitas.  How  did  Sanitas 
compare  with  the  more  important  salts  which  had  been 
experimented  upon  ?  He  also  reminded  the  meeting  of  the 
existence  of  a  compound  invented  by  Barff,  which  was  pre- 
pared by  f  using  together  "  sugar  "  and  boracic  acid  or  borax. 
Mr.  Hutchison  went  on  to  speak  of  the  condition  of  Thames 
water,  which  some  days  was  as  black  as  ink  and  contained  so 
much  iron  sulphate  as  to  fit  it  for  making  ink.  (Laughter.) 

Mr.  J.  C.  Heron  thought  that  Mr.  Kingzett's  experiments 
would  have  been  of  greater  value  if  there  had  been  some 
determination  of  the  actual  influence  of  the  antiseptic  sub- 
stances upon  those  micro-organisms  which  could  only  be 
detected  by  microscopic  examination.  He  further  thought 
that  the  cultivating  media  (the  starch  paste  and  beef  infusion) 
ought  not  to  have  been  boiled. 

Mr.  Kingzett  replied  that  the  experiments  were  pre- 
liminary. In  the  paper  it  was  so  stated,  also  that  the  object 
was  to  determine  the  influence  of  the  salts  upon  the  growth 
of  mould  and  upon  Bacterium  ttrmo,  the  organism  of  putre- 
faction. He  explained  the  conditions  which  he  would  have 
adopted  had  he  wished  to  show  the  action  of  the  salts  on 
all  micro-organisms  likely  to  be  present  in  the  cultivating 
media.  He  declined  to  reply  to  the  remarks  regarding 
Sanitas  in  this  connection,  for  he  had  already  fully  investi- 
gated the  influence  of  Sanitas  upon  micro-organisms,  and 
the  results  had  been  published  in  pamphlet  form ;  but  the 
present  investigation  was  a  different  subject,  and  he  felt  that 
he  would  not  be  justified  in  now  making  the  desired  com- 
parison. 

Mr.  Hutchison  said  he  must  have  a  direct  answer  to  the 
question. 

This  demand  was  apparently  disapproved  of  by  the  audi- 
ence, and  as  Mr.  Hutchison  persisted  in  bringing  Sanitas  and 
Barfi's  boroglyceride  into  the  discussion,  the  Chairman,  at 
the  request  of  the  meeting  and  amid  considerable  disorder, 
called  upon  Mr.  Hutchison  to  resume  his  seat. 

After  some  remarks  from  Mr.  Crowder  regarding  the  neces- 
sity for  diagramatic  representations  of  details  before  the 
eyes  of  the  audience,  and  a  promise  from  Mr.  Tyrer  that  the 
suggestion  should  be  carried  out  as  far  as  practicable,  a  dis- 
cussion took  place  on  Mr.  John  Ruffle's  paper  (read  last 
session)  on  "  The  Correct  Analysis  of  Superphosphates,  Plain 
and  Ammoniated."  In  this  Messrs.  Newlands,  Bernard  Dyer, 
T.  B.  Mumford,  G.  D.  Macindoe,  Hutchison,  Hughes,  Crowder, 
and  others  joined.  The  discussion,  as  well  as  the  paper,  had 
regard  chiefly  to  difficulties  which  manure  manufacturers 
have  in  suiting  the  American  market  with  superphosphates 
of  proper  water-content  standard.  The  speakers  approved 
generally  of  Mr.  Ruffle's  suggestions,  and  he  replied. 

The  meeting  then  adjourned. 


German  Insect  Powder. — At  the  last  meeting  of  the 
German  Society  for  the  Promotion  of  Horticulture  three 
specimens  of  insect  powder,  from  P.  caucasicum,  P.  roseuvi, 
and  P.  carneum  were  exhibited,  which  had  been  grown  in 
the  society's  experimental  gardens  at  Blankenburg.  It  was 
decided  to  obtain  the  opinion  of  an  expert  regarding  the 
commercial  value  of  the  powder,  a  wholesale  drug  firm 
having  already  stated  their  belief  that  the  powder  from 
P.  caitcasieum  would  form  a  gcod  substitute  for  the  genuine 
Persian  powder.  It  is  thought  that  eventually  the  raising 
of  insect  flowers  might  become  a  flourishing  industry  in 
Germany.  That  country  now  imports  about  50  tons  of 
flowers  annually  from  abroad. 
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THE  HOP  BITTEES  COMPANY  (LIMITED). 


THE  first  annual  meeting  of  this  company  was  held  on 
Tuesday,  Mr.  E.  B.  de  Fonblanque  in  the  chiir. 
The  Chairman  said  that  when  he  first  invested  his  money 
in  this  company  he  had  hoped  to  get  even  greater  returns 
than  that  indicated  by  the  balance-sheet,  but  he  thought  the 
dividend  was  a  very  satisfactory  one,  and  with  a  full  know- 
ledge of  the  difficulties  they  had  to  encounter  he  should  go 
much  further  and  should  say  that  the  shareholders  were  de- 
cidedly to  be  congratulated  on  the  result  of  their  first  year's 
trading,  not  so  much  on  what  was  gained  as  for  the  promise 
of  future  results.  The  account  applied  to  the  year  from 
October  1,  1886,  to  September  30,  1887,  but  in  consequence 
of  delays  in  transferring  the  present  directors  did  not  have 
complete  control  of  the  business  till  the  beginning  of  the 
present  year,  and  during  the  interregnum  the  business  had 
suffered.  The  late  proprietor  had  no  interest  in  pushing  the 
business,  and  the  directors  of  the  company  were  not  in  a 
position  to  do  so  themselves.  The  advertising  had  been 
greatly  reduced,  and  when  the  directors  took  over  the 
management  they  found  the  sales  had  greatly  fallen  off.  He 
must  impress  on  the  shareholders  the  great  importance  of 
advertising  to  such  a  business  as  theirs.  It  was  the  breath 
of  their  life.  They  found  that  their  sales  bore  a  regular  and 
mathematical  proportion  to  the  amount  spent  in  advertising. 
And  to  be  effectual  advertising  must  be  continuous.  If  100/. 
were  knocked  off  this  week,  200/.  more  must  be  spent  nest 
week  to  repair  the  breach  of  continuity.  When  they  took  the 
business  over  they  were  in  the  position  of  cultivators  who 
found  their  land  overgrown  with  noxious  weeds.  Their 
noxious  weeds,  spurious  imitations  of  their  hop  bitters,  had 
so  increased  that  the  directors  felt  it  necessary  to  take  the 
most  stringent  measures  to  prevent  this  injury  to  their 
property.  In  some  cases  the  infringers  had  taken  their  name 
only.  In  other  cases  their  bottles  and  labels  had  been  very 
closely  imitated,  and  in  some  instances  even  a  bogus  Govern- 
ment stamp  had  been  attached  to  the  bottle.  In  still  other 
cases  the  company's  own  empty  bottles  had  been  bought  up 
and  filled  with  worthless  stuff.  They  knew  that  imitation  was 
the  sincerest  form  of  flattery,  but  the  company  could  not  afford 
to  accept  compliments  at  the  cost  of  purse  and  reputation, 
so  they  had  felt  themselves  obliged  to  take  proceedings  in  a 
great  many  cases.  In  forty  actions  which  they  had  commenced, 
they  had  obtained  apologies  from  twenty-six  defendants  with 
undertakings  to  discontinue  the  sale  of  the  spurious  article  ; 
in  twelve  other  cases  the  defendants  had  submitted  to  in- 
terim injunctions  pending  trial,  and  a  few  cases  still  remained 
for  trial.  These  proceedings  were  of  course  costly,  and  it 
would  be  seen  from  the  balance-sheet  that  the  sum  of  789/ , 
being  the  moiety  of  their  law  charges,  had  been  charged 
against  their  current  year's  accounts.  When  they  first  com- 
menced these  proceedings  they  found  that  a  long  course  of 
impunity  had  encouraged  their  imitators  to  set  them  at  defi- 
ance. They  found,  however,  that  now  a  first  notice  was 
usually  enough  to  obtain  all  they  required,  namely,  an 
apology  and  an  undertaking  to  discontinue  the  sale  of 
spurious  compounds.  They  had  scotched  the  snake  if  they 
had  not  killed  it.  And  they  had,  moreover,  obtained  the 
sympathy  of  the  more  respectable  dealers  in  their  article, 
who  gave  them  notice  of  infringements  in  their  neighbour- 
hoods. They  had,  too,  made  arrangements  that  for  the  future 
their  prosecutions  would  be  conducted  at  less  cost,  but  with 
no  less  efficiency.  One  effect  of  this  traffic  in  spurious  hop 
bitters  had  been  to  reduce  the  benefit  of  their  advertising  by 
transferring  a  portion  of  that  benefit  to  dishonest  tradesmen. 
They  would  not  reap  the  full  benefit  of  their  advertisements 
till  they  had  stamped  out  these  dishonest  dealings.  In  all 
their  labours  they  had  received  most  valuable  assistance  from 
their  managing  director,  Mr.  Angus  Cameron.  From  their 
shareholders  they  received  many  suggestions,  advice,  warn- 
ing, remonstrance,  and  even  menaces,  in  regard  to  their  ad- 
vertisements. One  thought  they  advertised  too  much  in 
London  papers ;  another  that  they  spent  too  much  in  pro- 
vincial papers.  Another  objected  to  handbills,  and  another 
considered  posters  beneath  their  dignity.  The  next  suggested 


illustrated  advertisements,  and  another  recommended  a  fleet 
of  hop  bitters  balloons.  One  had  taken  them  into  the  law 
courts,  andhad  tried  to  hold  the  directors  personally  responsible 
for  their  expenditure  on  the  Challenge  Trophy  for  Volunteers 
as  ultra  vires.  Mr.  Justice  Stirling  had,  however,  ruled  that 
their  expenditure  on  this  had  been  perfectly  legitimate,  and 
he  (the  chairman)  considered  it  was  the  cheapest  advertise- 
ment they  had  ever  had.  They  had  not  in  their  year's 
trading  made  one  shillingsworth  of  bad  debts,  and  the  amount 
set  down  as  "  sundry  debtors  "  was  as  good  an  asset  as  if  it 
had  been  actual  cash.  There  was  an  amount  of  7,000/.  which 
they  had  to  pay  by  yearly  instalments  for  foreign  patents 
and  trade-marks.  No  doubt  these  trade- marks  would  ulti- 
mately prove  of  great  value,  but  for  the  present  they  thought 
it  wiser  to  concentrate  all  their  efforts  on  their  home  trade. 
They  were,  however,  making  some  arrangements  in  regard  to 
these  payments,  which  he  thought  would  be  favourable  to 
the  company. 

Several  shareholders  asked  questions,  the  subject  which 
was  most  pressed  being  the  large  amount  spent  on  law.  Two 
or  three  shareholders  considered  that  if  the  cases  had  been 
so  generally  successful  the  costs  ought  to  have  been  paid  by 
the  defendants.  The  solicitor  explained  that  the  1,600/.  or 
1,700/.  which  had  been  spent  included  between  100!.  and 
200/.  for  expenses  of  transferring  the  business  from  the  for- 
mer proprietors  to  the  company,  and  that  one  of  the  defen- 
dants, Mr.  Beck,  of  Hastings,  had  put  the  company  to  very 
great  expense  and  annoyance  by  counter-actions  and  by  every 
means  in  his  power.  He  had  also  encouraged  other  people 
to  oppose  them.  Inquiries  were  also  made  as  to  the  item  of 
83,482/.  for  trade-mark,  goodwill,  &c.  The  auditor  explained 
that  this  sum  included  chiefly  the  amount  paid  by  the  com- 
pany as  the  value  of  the  business  they  had  bought.  The 
auditor  also  explained  that  the  item  of  3,246/.  carried  forward 
included  the  moiety  of  the  law  expenses,  and  the  Chairman 
added  that  the  remainder  of  the  item  was  made  up  of  the 
greater  part  of  the  cost  of  the  trophy  and  the  last  two 
months'  advertising  expenses.  Pressed  as  to  the  amount 
actually  spent  in  advertising  during  the  year,  the  Chairman 
said  it  was  more  than  10,000/.  One  shareholder  asked  if  an- 
advertisement  had  been  noticed  offering  for  a  small  sum 
a  recipe  by  which  a  bottle  of  hop  bitters  could  be  mao'e  for 
Is.  6d.  which  was  identical  with  what  they  sold  at  4a.  6d. 
To  this  Mr.  Cameron  replied  that  hop  bitters  could  not  be 
made  for  Is.  6d.  a  bottle.  Asked  whether  their  sales  were 
increasing  or  falling  off,  Mr.  Cameron  said  they  had  steadily 
increased  every  month  during  this  year. 

The  report  was  adopted,  and  the  dividend  of  10  per  cent.,  less 
the  interim  dividend  already  declared,  was  authorised.  The 
retiring  directors  were  re-appointed.  The  auditors  were  re- 
appointed at  an  annual  salary  of  fifty  guineas,  and  the  meet- 
ing concluded  with  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the  Chairman. 

The  Chemists' Aerated  and  Mineral  Waters  Asso- 
ciation (Limited). — The  annual  report  of  this  company 
states  that  continued  success  has  accompanied  the  operations 
of  the  association  during  the  past  year.  The  members  of  the 
association  now  number  1,612,  being  an  addition  of  149  over 
that  of  last  year.  The  audited  accounts  show  a  gross  profit 
of  1,284/.  13s.  lid.  from  the  London  works,  of  1,378/.  2s.  9d. 
frcm  Harrogate,  and  of  544/.  16s.  Hd.  from  Bristol.  Total, 
3,207/.  13*.  From  this  the  following  expenses  have  to  be 
deducted : — Secretarial  expenses,  handbill?,  &c  ,  469/.  10s.  Id.  ; 
directors'  fees,  73/.  7s.  11a!.;  interest,  including  debenture, 
371/.  5s.  Id.  ;  advertisements,  54/.  lis  ;  law  expenses, 
37/.  19s.  10d.,  leaving  a  net  profit  of  2,200/.  13s.  Id.  The 
directors  propose  to  deal  with  this  as  follows:  — 


Dividend  1\  rer  cent.,  free  of  income  tax 
Wear  and  tear  of  plant,  10  per  cent,  written  off 

London 

Ditto  ditto  Bristol 

Ditto  ditto  Harrogata 


£  s. 
1,032  18 


£ 
400 

90 
120 


Improvement  of  premises,  71  per  cent,  written  off 
Van  account,  20  per  cent.  ditto 
Preliminary  expenses  dr.to 


610 
150 
SO 
268 


£2,200  18  7 

They  also  proprse  1o  increase  fie  premium  on  the  issue  of 
10/.  shares  from  1/.  to  2/. 
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l^cjal  Sports. 


Poisonous  v.  Non  poisonous  Sheep- dips  —  Cooper  & 
Nephews  v.  McDougall  Brothers. 

The  Libel  Action  Settled. 

In  the  Queen's  Bench  Division  of  the  High  Court  of 
Justice,  on  Monday,  before  Mr.  Justice  Mathew  and  a  special 
jury,  the  libel  action  of  William  Cooper  &  Nephews  against 
McDougall  Brothers  was  called  on  for  trial. 

The  statement  of  claim  lodged  in  the  case  set  forth  that 
the  plaintiffs  are  and  were  at  the  time  of  the  publication  of 
the  libel  complained  of  manufacturers  of  an  arsenical  sheep- 
dip,  while  the  defendants  were  manufacturers  of  a  non- 
arsenical  sheep-dip.  It  was  alleged  that  on  October  9,  1886, 
the  defendants,  well  knowing  that  the  plaintiffs  were  manu- 
facturing and  selling  arsenical  sheep-dip,  and  intending  to 
injure  the  plaintiffs  in  their  business,  "  falsely  and  maliciously, 
and  without  lawful  occasion  and  reasonable  cause,  published 
to  the  editor  of  the  Field  newspaper  and  to  the  editors  of 
divers  other  newspaper?,  and  caused  the  same  to  be  printed 
and  published  in  the  Field  and  such  other  newspapers  of 
and  concerning  the  plaintiffs,  and  of  and  concerning  them 
with  reference  to  thtir  said  business  and  their  conduct 
thereof,"  an  article  headed  "Sheep  Poisoned  by  Arsenical 
Dip." 

The  third  paragraph  of  the  statement  of  claim  was  as 
follows  : — "  By  reason  of  the  premisses  certain  persons  ceased 
to  buy  the  plaintiffs'  sheep-dip  of  the  plaintiffs,  and  others 
who  would  have  bought  sheep-dip  of  the  plaintiffs  or  their 
agents  were  deterred  from  doing  so,  and  the  plaintiffs  have 
Ween  and  will  be  greatly  injured  in  their  reputation  as  manu- 
facturers and  sellers  of  sheep  dip  and  in  their  said  business, 
and  the  reputation  of  their  sheep-dip  has  been  and  will  be 
much  injured,  and  the  plaintiffs  have  suffered  and  will 
suffer  great  loss  and  damage.  The  plaintiffs  claim  20,000^. 
damages." 

The  case  was  originally  set  down  for  trial  at  the  Liver- 
pool Assizes,  but  the  venue  was  subsequently  changed  to 
Middlesex. 

The  statement  for  the  defence  admitted  the  publication 
of  the  article,  but  denied  that  the  defendants  published  it 
with  the  intent  or  meanings  alleged,  and  finally  alleged 
"that  the  said  words  in  their  fair  and  natural  meaning  are 
true  in  substance  and  in  fact." 

In  their  particulars  in  support  of  the  plea  of  justification 
the  defendants  alleged  that  "the  use  of  the  plaintiffs  sheep- 
dip,  however  carefully  prepared,  is  from  its  chemical  com- 
position necessarily  attended  with  danger  of  injury  and  loss 
of  life,  to  the  animals  upon  which  it  is  used.  Ic  is  the  fact 
that  equally  good  results  in  the  extermination  of  the  insects 
which  infest  sheep  and  cattle  and  of  the  resulting  diseases 
can  be  obtained  without  any  such  damage  by  the  use  of 
non-poisonous  dips." 

Sir  Henry  James,  Q.C.,  Mr.  Lumley  Smith,  and  Mr. 
Houghton  were  instructed  for  the  plaintiffs ;  Mr.  Finlay, 
Q.C.,  and  Mr.  R.  S.  Wright  appeared  for  the  defendants. 

On  the  case  being  called  on  there  was  nearly  a  quarter  of 
an  hour's  delay,  as  counsel  on  each  side  were  discussing  the 
terms  of  a  proposed  arrangement.  Eventually 

Sir  Henry  James,  addressing  the  jury  said  he  regretted  very 
much  the  delay  which  had  occurred,  but  his  learned  friends 
had  been  engaged  with  him  in  discussing  the  terms  of  a 
proposed  arrangement,  and  there  were  one  or  two  points 
which  required  lengthy  consideration.  They  had,  however, 
succeeded  in  bringing  the  matter  practically  to  a  conclusion 
which  he  hoped  would  be  satisfactory  to  both  parties  ;  but  on 
behalf  of  their  respective  clients  it  was  deemed  desirable 
that  a  short  statement  of  the  facts  should  be  made.  The 
action  was  brought  by  a  firm  which  had  for  a  great  many 
years  carried  on  an  extensive  business  in  compounds  used  for 
washing  sheep  in  order  to  secure  the  destruction  of  parasites, 
and  this  compound  was  in  use  all  over  the  world,  millions  of 
sheep  being  washed  with  it  annually.  The  manufacturing 
phrase  by  which  it  was  known  was  "  Poisonous,"  it  contained 
a  quantity  of  arsenic,  and  it  required  to  be  very  carefully 
used,  so  that  it  should  not  destroy  the  sheep  as  well  as  the 
parasites.  The  defendants'  firm  also  carried  on  an  extensive 
business  in  a  sheep-dip,  into  the  composition  of  which  no 


arsenic  entered.  The  two  firms  had  travelled  on  their 
different  courses,  and  no  doubt  each  had  publicly  expressed 
an  opinion  that  its  dip  was  the  superior  article.  Had  they 
confined  themselves  to  that  style  of  criticism  there  might 
have  been  no  occasion  for  that  action,  but  in  October  of  last 
year  an  incident  occurred  which  gave  rise  to  the  present 
proceedings.  The  incident  occurred  in  South  Africa  on  a 
farm  kept  by  a  person  named  Chatfield  in  the  Bloemfontein 
district.  This  sheep-farmer  obtained  a  quantity  of  the  plain- 
tiffs' sheep-dip  and  he  had  with  it  the  directions,  which  were 
clear  and  distinct.  One  of  these  directions  was  that  if  the 
dip  were  used  twice  to  the  sheep  there  should  be  an  interval 
of  fifteen  or  twenty  days  between  the  two  applications,  as  it 
was  probable  that  if  the  dip  were  too  soon  repeated  the 
animal  would  die.  Now  the  farmer  for  some  reason  chose  to 
neglect  that  specific  direction  ;  he  began  to  wash  his  sheep 
on  June  15,  and  by  June  22  a  second  wash  had  been  com- 
pleted, and  the  consequence  was  that  some  of  the 
sheep  died,  this  being  the  result  of  not  following  the 
directions,  it  being  well  known  that  this  compound 
should  only  be  used  with  very  great  care.  Now  these  facts 
came  to  the  knowledge  of  the  defendants.  He  desired  to 
say  nothing  harsh  of  those  gentlemen,  as  an  arrangement 
had  been  come  to.  But  he  was  bound  to  point  out  that  one 
of  them  wrote  an  article  on  the  matter  in  which  he  sug- 
gested that  the  directions  had  been  followed,  and  in  spite  of 
that  the  sheep  died.  Of  course  that  was  a  serious  allegation, 
for  if  it  were  true  it  would  prevent  any  prudent  farmer  using 
that  sheep-dip  again.  The  article  was  sent  to  the  Field,  and 
it  was  inserted  in  that  paper  as  if  it  were  a  fair  com- 
ment of  a  respectable  journal.  But  that  was  not  all. 
After  the  article  had  been  printed  in  the  Field  it  was 
cut  out  and  sent  to  a  great  many  other  journals, 
accompanied  by  a  slip  asking  for  its  insertion,  so  that 
throughout  England,  and  throughout  the  world,  publicity 
was  given  to  a  statement  that,  although  the  directions  had 
been  followed,  Messrs.  Cooper's  dip  had  killed  sheep.  The 
action  was  bound  to  be  brought  under  such  circumstances. 
He  had  purposely  refrained  from  making  anything  in  the 
nature  of  an  attack  on  Messrs.  McDougall,  as'they  were  taking 
steps  in  some  way  to  repair  the  damage.  When  the  action 
was  brought  a  material  statement  was  as  to  whether  the 
words  of  the  article  were  true.  The  defendants  pleaded  that 
they  were,  but  a  commission  was  sent  out  to  South  Africa  to 
find  out  as  to  the  accuracy,  and  it  had  not  been  able 
to  obtain  any  confirmatory  evidence.  The  defendants  had 
consequently  withdrawn  their  plea  of  j  ustification,  and  having 
done  that  the  only  question  remainirg  to  be  discussed  was 
the  amount  of  damages  to  be  awarded.  His  learned  friend 
and  himself  had  arrived  at  a  conclusion  on  that  point  which 
would  save  the  jury  and  the  Court  the  trouble  of  a  long  trial, 
as  the  object  of  Messrs.  Cooper  had  never  been  to  obtain 
money  for  themselves,  or  to  make  money  out  of  the  trans- 
action, but  simply  to  remove  the  false  impression  which  had 
been  created  in  the  public  mind — an  impression  which  the 
defendants  now  acknowledged  to  be  incorrect.  They  had  on 
his  advice  agreed  to  take  the  verdict  of  the  jury  in  the  sum 
of  40s.,  the  defendants  makirg  a  statement  to  the  effect  that, 
finding  the  directions  for  the  use  of  the  plaintiffs'  wash  were 
not  followed  by  the  farmer  in  Africa,  they  would  withdraw  the 
plea  of  justification  and  express  their  regret  for  having  made 
the  statement  complained  of.  It  had  also  been  agreed  that  the 
defendants  should  pay  the  plaintiffs  a  certain  sum  of  money 
to  cover  all  the  costs  to  which  they  had  been  put,  and 
ensure  that  they  should  sustain  no  loss  by  the  transaction. 
He  hoped  that  the  arrangement  would  be  sanctioned  by  the 
Court,  for  he  believed  that  he  and  his  learned  friend  had 
done  the  best  in  the  interest  of  both  parties. 

Mr.  Finlay  said  his  learned  friend  had  correctly  stated  the 
terms  of  the  arrangement.  As  the  jury  had  heard  there  had 
been  a  great  controversy  for  many  years  as  to  the  rival  merits 
of  "poisonous"  and  "  non- poisonous "  sheep-dips.  In  October, 
1886,  the  defendants  inserted  a  paragraph  in  the  Field,  which 
formed  the  subject  of  this  action.  He  (Mr.  Finlay)  desired 
to  say  on  behalf  of  his  clients  that  they  inserted  it  on  informa- 
tion which  they  had  obtained  after  making  inquiries  for  the 
purpose  of  satisfying  themselves  as  to  its  correctness.  But 
their  information  was  wrong,  and  a  commission  having 
been  sent  to  South  Africa  to  make  full  inquiries,  it 
appeared  that  the  directions  given  on  the  labels  accom- 
panying the  poisonous  dips  had  not  been  followed.  There- 
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lore  the  plea  of  justification  could  not  be  supported,  and 
Messrs.  McDougall  withdrew  that.  They  acted  in  perfect 
good  faith  throughout,  and  they  now  desired  through  him  to 
•express  their  regret  at  the  paragraph  ever  appearing.  He 
was  glad  to  say  the  parties  had  come  to  an  arrangement 
which  he  hoped  would  prevent  any  continuance  of  bad 
feeling,  and  which  had  saved  a  long  and  troublesome  trial. 

Mr.  Justice  Mathew  said  the  parties  had  been  well  advised 
In  this  matter.  The  defendants  had  shown  good  feeling  and 
..good  sense  in  withdrawing  the  plea  of  justification. 

Verdict  by  consent  for  the  plaintiffs  for  40  s. 

The  proceedings  then  ended. 


The  Bankrupt's  Kecipb. 

At  the  Manchester  County  Court  on  Tuesday,  Mr.  C.  J.  Dibb 
the  official  receiver,  made  application  to  Judge  Russell,  for 
the  committal  of  Walter  Lowe,  chemist,  to  gaol  for  contempt 
of  court  in  not  answering  a  question  which  Mr.  Registrar 
Kay  had  allowed  him  (Mr.  Dibb)  to  put  to  him  in  an  exami- 
nation under  a  summons  issued  in  accordance  with  the  rules 
and  provisions  of  the  Bankruptcy  Act.  The  matter  was  re- 
ported in  this  journal  last  week.  The  bankrupt  had  for  ten 
years  made  a  cough  mixture  called  the  "  Manchester  Cough 
■Cure,"  and  he  declined  to  give  the  recipe  for  it  to  his  creditors. 
His  deficiency  of  8L57.  was  largely  caused  by  advertising  the 
medicine,  and  it  was  urged  on  the  part  of  the  creditors  that 
they  were  entitled  to  know  what  the  recipe  was,  to  treat  it  as 
an  asset,  and  to  get  for  it  what  they  could.  So  far  as  he 
..(Mr.  Dibb)  was  concerned,  the  question  was  a  novel  one  ;  but 
it  seemed  to  him  that  the  recipe  was  a  reasonable  asset,  and 
that  the  creditors  had  a  right  to  deal  with  it  if  they  could 
.get  anything  for  it.  The  judge  said  that.,  so  far  as  he  knew, 
this  was  a  perfectly  new  question,  but  if  he  felt  that  the 
debtor  had  exposed  himself  to  the  penalty  of  being  impri- 
soned by  reason  of  not  answering  the  question,  he  should  not 
hesitate  to  impose  that  penalty  simply  because  the  point  was 
new.  The  question  was  whether  or  not  the  debtor  had  re- 
fused to  answer  a  question  which  he  was  bound  to  answer. 
The  debtor  was  liable  to  be  examined  with  regard  to  his 
property  and  dealings.  In  the  168th  section  an  interpretation 
clause  defined  property  as  including  money,  goods,  things  in 
action,  land,  and  every  description  of  property,  whether  real 
or  personal,  and  whether  situated  in  England  or  elsewhere. 
This  secret  was  neither  money,  goods,  land,  nor  real  property. 
Was  it  personal  property  ?  In  law  personal  property  meant 
•that  which  belonged  to  a  man,  with  which  another  man  could 
not  interfere  without  giving  the  person  whose  property  was 
assailed  a  remedy  against  the  person  so  interfering.  If  any- 
body took  a  bottle  of  this  cough  mixture  and  analysed  it,  and 
discovered  the  secret  of  its  composition,  he  could  sell  it  as 
.Lowe's  cough  mixture,  and  the  debtor  could  not  interfere 
with  him  in  the  slightest  degree,  even  if  the  other  man  set 
up  cheek-by-jowl  with  him.  That  bsing  so,  the  same  thing 
might  happen  if  the  creditors  became  possessed  of  the  secret, 
because  the  creditors  would  have  no  property  in  it.  There 
was  no  property  in  a  secret  of  the  kind  unless  it  was  properly 
protected,  and  in  this  case  there  was  no  protection  of  the 
secret.  The  question  put  to  the  debtor  was  therefore  one 
which  he  was  not  bound  to  answer,  because  it  did  not  relate 
to  anything  which  came  within  the  term  of  property  belong- 
ing to  the  debtor,  and  to  which  the  creditors  were  in  conse- 
quence entitled.  The  application  against  the  debtor  would 
therefore  be  dismissed. 


Chaege  against  American  Wholesale  Druggists. 

Great  interest  continues  to  be  manifested  in  American 
drug  circles  in  the  case  of  E.  Merck  v.  Lehn  &  Fink.  As 
mentioned  in  one  of  our  recent  issues  two  of  the  partners  in 
the  defending  firm,  who  acted  virtually  as  agents  for  Mr- 
Merck's  preparations  in  the  United  States,  were  recently 
arrested  under  a  warrant  charging  them  with  having  frau- 
dulently used  and  imitated  Mr.  Merck's  labels  and  trade- 
mark. The  preliminary  investigation  of  the  case  took  place 
at  a  New  York  police  court  on  October  13,  20,  and  22.  Mr. 
Theodore  Weicker,  who  has  recently  been  appointed  by  Mr. 
Merck   as  his  representative  in  the  United  States,  was 


associated  with  him  in  the  prosecution,  and  in  support  of 
the  charge  brought  a  printer,  Leopold  Bockner,  to  produce  an 
order,  dated  September  1886,  said  to  have  bean  received 
from  Lehn  &  Fink  for  15,000  blank  labels  on  which  he 
was  to  print  the  name  "  E.  Merck,  Darmstadt."  Another 
printer,  J.  E.  Semig,  was  called  with  a  view  of  eliciting 
similar  evidence,  [but  nothing  could  be  obtained  from  him 
beyond  a  statement  that  Mr.  Weicker  introduced  himself  to 
witness  under  a  false  name,  and  repeatedly  attempted  to 
procure  labels  and  other  evidence  to  use  against  Lehn  &  Fink. 
A  former  employe  of  the  defending  firm,  Mr  H.  Simon,  who 
had  left  Lehn  &  Fink  in  1878,  after  having  been  with  them 
for  three  years,  remembered  having  used  labels  with  Merck's 
name  for  goods  which  were  not  of  Merck's  manufacture. 
This  witness  produced  some  labels  with  the  words  "Ergotine 
Bonjean.  E.  Merck,  Darmstadt,"  which  he  had  found  in  a 
coat  after  he  left  the  firm,  but  could  not  say  where  they 
were  printed.  Charles  Hoffman,  another  former  employe  of 
the  defendants,  who  left  in  1881,  gave  similar  evidence,  and 
instanced  a  case  in  which  precipitated  carbonate  of  zinc  was 
bought  in  New  Tork,  put  into  an  imported  bottle,  and  labelled 
"  Z.  Carbonicum  CP."  on  a  blank  label  of  Merck's.  Hoffmann 
also  swore  to  similar  proceedings  in  respect  of  a  quantity  of 
ergotine,  and  added  that  he  had  adulterated  that  ergotine  by 
the  order  of  either  Mr.  Lehn  or  Mr.  Fink  with  glycerine, 
before  putting  it  up  as  Merck's  make.  Corroborative  evidence 
was  given  by  J.  C.  Stubenrauch,  another  former  employe 
of  Lehn  &  Fink.  Mr.  Theodore  Weicker,  the  prosecutor, 
swore  that  certain  labels  bearing  Merck's  name  and  shown  in 
court  were  counterfeit.  He  had  been  in  Mr.  Merck's  employ 
in  Germany,  and  had  been  acting  as  Mr.  Merck's  agent  in 
America  since  the  beginning  of  the  present  year.  In  cross- 
examination  this  witness  admitted  the  genuineness  of  letters 
written  by  Mr.  Merck  to  Messrs.  Lehn  &  Fink,  in  one  of 
which  Mr.  Merck  stated  that,  as  an  exceptional  favour,  he 
would  send  to  Lehn  &  Fink  some  blank  duplicate  labels  to 
be  placed  on  the  outside  wrappers  of  bottles.  Other  letters 
also  contained  references  to  loose  labels  sent  by  Mr.  Merck  ; 
and  Mr.  Weicker  admitted  that  he  knew  Merck's  firm  to  be 
in  the  habit  of  sending  out  such  loose  labels  to  customers. 
Much  of  the  correspondence  referred  to  complaints  by  Lehn 
&  Fink  of  alleged  mistakes  committed  by  Merck's  shipping 
department,  such  as  the  labelling  of  pilocarpine  as  apomor- 
phia  and  arsenite  of  soda  as  extract  moneskc.  In  May  1882 
Mr.  Merck  wrote  that  he  had  sent  off  a  shipment  of  quinine 
hydrochlorate  without  the  right  labels,  and  enclosed  the  latter 
in  a  postal  commnnica'.ion.  Other  letters  authorised  Lehn  & 
Fink  to  powder  certain  chemicals  which  had  been  found  run 
together  upon  arrival.  Mr.  Weicker  was  handed  a  bottle 
labelled  "  Chloral  hydrate  crystal,  one  pound.  E.  Merck-Lie- 
breich,"  and  pronounced  the  label  genuine.  It  appeared  to 
be  an  original  package.  He  was  instructed  to  open  it,  and 
said  it  was  possible  that  the  second  wrapper  was  the  form  in 
which  it  was  imported.  As  far  as  he  could  judge  it  was 
Merck's.  The  inside  label  read,  "  One  pound  English  chloral 
hydrate,  from  the  factory  of  E.  Sobering,  Berlin  ;  entered  at 
Stationer^'  Hall."  Across  the  label  was  the  name  "  Lieb- 
reich."  Witness  did  not  know  whether  Merck  had,  while 
witness  was  with  him,  sent  chloral  hjdrate  to  the  States  in 
that  form.  Could  not  remember  having  seen  a  considerable 
quantity  of  it  in  this  form  on  Merck's  shelves.  He  knew, 
however,  of  goods  being  sent  out  by  Merck  in  this  form. 
He  did  not  know  whether  Merck  himself  made  chloral  hydrate, 
he,  the  witness,  having  nothing  to  do  with  the  manufactur- 
ing, but  he  thought  Merck  did  manufacture  it.  He  stated 
that  previous  to  executing  the  search-warrant  he  had  had  a 
conversation  with  Mr.  Fink  on  the  subject  of  the  charge. 
Mr.  Fink  denied  the  imputation  entirely,  and  showed  witness 
a  quantity  of  Merck's  labels.  Later  on,  when  seizing  goods 
under  the  warrant,  he  seized,  or  denounced  as  of  questionable 
genuineness,  parcels  of  different  goods,  such  as  lactic  acid, 
cocaine,  and  acetate  of  soda,  of  which  he  now  admitted  caps, 
seals,  and  labels  to  be  genuine.  The  witness  deposed  that 
certain  boxes  of  labels  bearing  Merck's  name,  and  seized  by 
him  at  Lehn  &  Fink's  establishment,  were  not  sent  out  from 
Merck's  factory.  The  cleik  Stubenrauch,  re-called,  stated 
that  he  had  written  a  label  on  a  bottle  of  carbonate  of  zinc, 
purporting  to  be  Merck's,  at  the  request  of  Hoftmant),  his 
fellow-employe,  and  now  also  a  witness  for  the  prosecution. 

The  hearing  of  the  case  had  not  concluded  at  the  leaving  of 
the  last  American  mail. 
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BANKKUPTCY  REPORTS. 


Be  Samuel  William  Bradbury. 

This  adjourned  application  for  discharge  was  heard  on 
Thursday,  November  10,  1887,  at  the  Court  of  Bankruptcy, 
before  Mr.  Registrar  Giffard. 

Mr.  W.  W.  Aldridge,  Official  Solicitor,  appeared  for  the 
Official  Receiver.  Mr.  Houghton  appeared  for  the  trustee, 
Mr.  Herbert  Reed  for  tiie  bankrupt. 

The  examination  of  the  bankrupt  was  continued  by  Mr. 
Houghton.  The  bankrupt  said  :  1  removed  from  Llandovery, 
leaving  no  one  in  possession  of  the  premises.  There  was  no 
business  done  at  Birkenhead  after  I  removed  to  Llandovery. 
When  I  got  the  bill  of  sale  it  was  to  protect  the  company's 
business.  It  was  given  me  as  part  of  the  purchase- money 
by  the  manager  of  the  company.  Walsh  was  promoted  by 
me  from  foreman  to  the  position  of  manager.  In  the  meet- 
ing at  which  this  appointment  was  made  I  sent  out  notices 
to  all  the  shareholders.  No  shareholders  attended,  and  there 
being  no  quorum,  I  appointed  Walsh  as  manager.  I  have 
2,000  shares,  for  which  I  gave  up  a  business  of  eight  or  nine 
years.  The  printing  plant  and  machinery  that  I  had  in  the 
business  before  was  sold  to  the  company.  I  do  not  think 
there  were  thirty  judgments  against  the  company. 

Mr.  H.  Reed  objected  to  this  question  being  gone  into,  and 
several  judgments  were  handed  to  the  witness,  who  stated 
that  many  of  them  were  paid. 

Mr.  Houghton  :  I  put  in  thirty  certified  judgments,  and  I 
will  go  through  them. 

The  Registrar  :  He  says  some  were  paid  and  some  unpaid  ; 
is  not  that  enough  ? 

The  Witness  :  After  I  removed  to  Llandovery  I  executed 
an  assignment  of  the  business  to  Mr.  Morgan.  I  assigned  the 
bill  of  sale  to  Mr.  Morgan  for  150Z.,  and  the  whole  of  the 
money  was  paid  on  account  of  the  company's  debts.  I  left 
Llandovery  in  1884,  I  think,  or  the  end  of  1883.  I  sold  the 
business  to  Morgan  for  31.  a  week,  to  be  paid  to  my  wife. 
That  was  not  substantially  the  same  business  as  at  Birken- 
head, although  we  traded  with  the  same  customers.  Mr. 
Morgan  insisted  upon  paying  the  money  to  my  wife.  He 
dictated  to  me  what  should  be  done  with  the  purchase-money. 
There  was  a  restaurant  at  Walton-on-Thames  and  another 
one,  but  Mrs.  Bradbury  did  not  go  into  them  both.  Part  of 
the  money  paid  to  my  wife  by  Mr.  Morgan  enabled  her  to  go 
into  the  restaurant,  and  part  of  the  money  I  found  myself. 
It  may  have  been  nearly  100Z.  altogether  and  I  may  have 
found  about  50Z.  Part  of  the  money  I  got  from  Walton, 
where  I  had  an  hotei.  The  whole  of  the  money  that  enabled 
my  wife  to  go  into  the  restaurant  was  not  obtained  from  me. 

The  Registrar :  She  did  not  go  into  business  until  1886, 
and  by  that  time,  according  to  his  story,  she  could  have 
further  saved  a  considerable  amount  out  of  the  3/.  a  week. 

The  Witness,  in  answer  to  Mr.  Houghton:  The  solicitor  is 
here  who  prepared  the  deed.  After  I  left  Llandovery,  Walton 
was  the  first  place  I  started  business  in.  The  books  were 
kept  by  the  distillers  and  brewers.  I  was  only  there  a  short 
time,  and  the  books  were  handed  over  to  the  new  man.  I 
incurred  no  debts  at  Walton.  [A  receipt  was  handed  in.] 
This  is  in  the  handwriting  of  Eilis  &  Underwood,  and  it 
says  it  is  a  final  receipt  in  settlement.  I  made  myself  liable 
for  the  debt  incurred  by  my  wife  in  the  London  restaurant. 
This  receipt  was  given  on  January  26,  1886.  It  is  signed  by 
Alfred  Stribland,  the  manager  of  Ellis  &  Underwood.  I  did 
not  owe  Underwood,  before  the  date  of  that  receipt, 
114/.  6s.  2d.  They  have  proved  for  921.  for  goods  supplied  to 
Walton,  but  there  are  deductions  to  be  taken  from  that ;  but 
there  is  only  211.  deducted  here.  I  say  that  account  is  not 
correct.  The  person  who  made  that  account  has  perjured 
himself. 

The  Registrar :  You  say  it  is  inaccurate  ;  that  does  not 
mean  necessarily  perjury. 

The  Witness :  Well,  the  account  is  not  accurate.  The 
balance  due  to  me  on  the  change  was  handed  to  me  by 
Underwood's  agent.  Their  proof  was  not  put  in  when  I  was 
examined  before  the  Official  Receiver.  When  I  left  Llan- 
dovery I  had  some  money,  but  I  do  not  know  how  much. 
I  put  some  in  Ashby's  bank  when  I  went  to  Walton.  I  com- 
menced two  separate  actions  against  Tibson  and  Cooper  for 
slander  aDd  libel.  They  said  I  was  a  swindler,  and  then  they 


said  the  company  was.  They  denied  in  their  pleadings  what 
they  said  first. 

Mr.  W.  Reed  objected  that  this  had  nothing  to  do  with  the- 
question  of  discharge. 

Some  discussion  then  took  place,  and  Mr.  Houghton  read 
the  particulars  of  justification,  in  the  course  of  which — 

The  Registrar :  What  is  the  precise  nature  of  the  fraud 
under  the  28th  section  1 

Mr.  Houghton :  That  the  bankrupt  ordered  goods  in  the- 
name  of  this  company  when  the  company  had  no  real  exist- 
ence. That  is'one  part,  and  the  other  fraud  is  on  the  few- 
unfortunate  shareholders  themselves. 

The  Witness :  At  the  action  I  was  examined,  and  I  con- 
sented to  a  juror  being  withdrawn.  [A  certificate  was  handed 
in.]  I  attended  twenty  times  at  the  Chief  Clerk's,  I  should 
thiDk,  before  he  made  that  certificate.  I  produced  vouchers. 
I  am  convinced  that  Cooper  &  Co.  have  got  the  books  of 
Bradbury  &  Co.,  and  they  have  kept  the  books  back  purposely 
— the  books  of  the  company  of  S.  W.  Bradbury  &  Co.,  of 
Birkenhead.  They  were  left  there  and  remained  there  for 
two  years,  until  I  brought  this  action  against  Cooper,  and 
then  they  disappeared.  It  is  untrue  that  I  issued  share  cer- 
tificates purporting  to  be  signed  by  a  director  who  had  been 
dead  two  years. 

Mr.  Houghton  :  You  have  been  proved  a  swindler  before  a 
jury. 

The  Witness  :  I  have  never  been  proved  a  swindler,  and  I 
say  that  certificate  was  obtained  by  default.  I  appealed 
against  that  certificate  until  I  had  no  more  money  to  appeal 
with.    I  appealed  four  times  to  Mr.  Justice  Kay. 

[After  hearing  Mr.  Houghton  on  the  question  of  fraud — ] 
The  Witness  was  re-examined  by  Mr.  H.  Reed :  My  trustee- 
in  bankruptcy  is  Chamberlyn,  the  solicitor  who  defended 
the  action  for  libel.  He  was  solicitor  for  Cooper  &  Tibson, 
and  is  now.  He  is  also  solicitor  to  the  liquidators  of  the- 
Company.  Cooper,  the  uncle,  denied  that  he  had  written 
the  libel,  and  I  found  afterwards  that  it  was  the  nephew  and 
not  the  uncle  who  published  the  libel.  When  the  action 
came  on  I  was  advised  to  withdraw  a  juror,  because  I  found 
that  Cooper,  the  uncle,  had  not  written  the  libel,  and  that 
the  traveller,  Tibson,  was  not  worth  powder  and  shot.  Both 
actions  were  entered  at  the  same  time,  and  they  were  sup- 
posed to  be  coupled  together.  Both  actions  were  set  down 
for  a  common  jury,  but  they  applied  for  Cooper's  action  to 
be  tried  by  a  special  jury,  and  then  the  other  action  was 
dropped,  both  sides  paying  their  own  costs.  A  second 
action  was  brought,  and  the  jury  brought  in  a  verdict 
of  libels  not  proved.  Mr.  Chamberlyn  wrote  me  a  letter. 
[Mr.  Chamberlyn's  letter  was  handed  in.]  I  did  not  in- 
that  letter  abandon  my  notion  for  a  new  trial.  I  called 
on  Chamberlyn,  and  he  told  me  if  I  would  withdraw 
the  action  I  should  hear  nothing  of  the  costs,  but  it  was- 
on  the  costs  and  the  action  I  was  made  a  bankrupt. 
The  bill  of  sale  was  given  to  me  to  secure  the  purchase- 
money  by  the  company.  The  business  was  carried  on  in  the- 
same  way,  and  I  asked  Morgan  to  advance  some  money,  and 
he  being  the  largest  shareholder  did  so,  and  took  possession 
under  the  bill  of  sale.  The  goods  were  removed  to  Llandovery 
by  Morgan's  orders.  There  was  one  shareholder  in  South 
Wales  who  was  very  intimate  with  Cooper,  and  he  was- 
trying  to  do  us  all  the  harm  he  could.  He  was  the 
only  shareholder  who  was  sued.  Morgan  and  the  other 
shareholders  concurred  in  this.  At  the  date  of  the- 
liquidation  of  the  company  the  debts  were  only  120?, 
There  is  not  a  word  of  truth  that  I  started  this  company  to- 
shield  myself  from  debts.  I  did  not  derive  one  penny  benefit 
from  it.  The  books  were  left  at  the  company's  office,  and  I 
have  never  been  able  to  get  them  back,  and  that  is  why  I 
could  not  vouch  the  accounts  as  required  by  the  chief  clerk.. 
Mr.  Morgan  was  cross-examined  six  or  seven  hours  before  the 
chief  clerk.  I  was  then  living  at  Walton.  The  liquidator 
has  not  brought  any  charge  of  fraud  against  me  until  to-day, 
and  no  action  has  been  brought  against  me  by  anyone  for 
issuing  a  fraudulent  prospectus.  Generally  I  say  there  is 
not  one  word  of  truth  in  the  charges  of  fraud  made  in  the 
particulars  of  justification.  As  far  as  they  impute  fraud  they 
are  untrue.  Chamberlyn  did  for  a  couple  of  years  go  about 
making  inquiries  of  the  tradespeople  about  me.  He  went  to 
my  father-in-law,  and  under  the  cloak  of  freemasonry  told1 
him  I  left  the  town  where  I  was  then  living  without  paying: 
a  farthing ;    that  is  totally  untrue.     There  were  severa 
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books  kept  at  Walton,  the  usual  books  of  a  licensed  victualler. 
There  was  a  book  kept  of  the  takings  of  the  till.  Those 
books  were  handed  over  to  the  purchaser.  The  subject- 
matter  of  the  second  action  of  libel  was  substantially  the 
same  as  the  subject-matter  of  the  first. 

Mr.  Houghton  then  addressed  the  Comt  on  behalf  of  the 
trustee. 

Mr.  Herbert  Reed  was  heard  in  support  of  the  application 
for  discharge,  after  which  the  learned  Registrar  said  that  he 
would  take  time  to  consider  the  various  points  raised  by 
•counsel,  and  would  give  notice  to  the  parties  of  the  date 
when  he  would  giv3  judgment. 


The  Affairs  of  Cluiteebuck  &  Griffin. 

W  Edwaed  John  Thomas  Moegan,  of  Bristol,  who  was 
formerly  a  partner  in  the  firm  of  Clutterbuck  &  Griffin,  of 
Bristol,  was  examined  before  Mr.  Registrar  Harley,  at  Bristol, 
on  November  4.  He  entered  the  firm  in  1881,  paying 
1,000/. ;  gradually  he  increased  this  to  2,400/.  in  1884,  when 
he  became  a  full  partner,  but  he  left  the  money  and  book- 
keeping part  of  the  business  entirely  to  Mr.  Clutterbuck. 
Further  than  this  the  bankrupt  added  nothing  to  what  we 
have  previou3ly_recorded  of  this  failure,  and  the  case  was 
adjourned. 


Re  Gbant  McDonald,  3  Broadway,  Ludgate  Hill,  and 
Penrose  Street,  Walworth,  Medicine  Vendor. 

This  bankrupt,  who  filed  his  petition  in  February,  1885, 
applied  for  his  discharge  at  the  London  Bankruptcy  Court. 
The  liabilities  were  1,125/.  10s.,  the  assets  being  returned  at 
10s.,  and  it  appeared  that  2s.  6d.  had  been  realised.  The 
official  receiver  reported  that  the  bankrupt  was  a  bootmaker, 
but  had  also  been  the  proprietor  of  a  porpoise-liver  oil  medi- 
cine. His  books  did  not  sufficiently  disclose  his  transactions 
and  financial  position.  The  liabilities  included  about  765/. 
which  the  bankrupt  had  incurred  in  advertising  the  porpoise- 
oil  medicine,  and  it  was  alleged  that  this  was  a  rash  and 
hazardous  speculation.  Bankrupt  had  been  in  difficulties 
foefore.  Mr.  Registrar  Hazlitt  said  there  did  not  appear  to 
faim  to  be  any  favourable  circumstances  in  the  case,  and  dis- 
charge must  be  suspended  for  twelve  months. 


Alfeed    Jay,  Fitzroy  Street,  Euston  Square,  Wholesale 
Perfumer. 

In  the  London  Bankruptcy  Court  on  Tuesday,  a  receiving 
•order  was  made  against  the  estate  of  this  debtor,  on  the  joint 
petition  of  Messrs.  Prestons  &  King,  wholesale  chemists, 
Messrs.  Jessop  &  Co.,  drysalters,  and  Messrs.  Sutton,  Cardon 
■&  Co.,  distillers.  The  amount  of  liabilities  was  not  stated, 
but  the  assets  include  250/.  (value  of  stock)  and  100/.  in  book 
•debts. 


He  William  M'Kay,  260  Union  Street,  Aberdeen,  Chemist 
and  Druggist. 

In  the  Aberdeen  Sheriff  Court  on  November  3,  Sheriff 
Dove  Wilson  on  the  bench,  this  debtor  was  examined  in 
bankruptcy.  Examined  by  Mr.  Milne,  who  appeared  for  the 
trustee,  Mr.  M'Kay  stated  that  he  commenced  business  in 
1879.  He  then  entered  into  partnership  with  the  executor 
of  the  late  D.  M.  M'Kay,  and  put  400/.  into  the  business. 
200/.  was  his  own  money.  His  share  of  the  business  was 
•one-third,  his  partner  putting  800/.  into  the  business.  He 
had  a  contract  of  copartnery,  which  was  to  last  five  years. 
It  only  lasted  three  years,  however,  and  at  the  end  of  the 
three  years  it  was  agreed  to  dissolve  the  partnership.  The 
first  year  of  the  copartnery  he  estimated  the  profits  at  about 
400/.,  and  the  second  and  third  years  at  300/.  and  350/.  At 
the  dissolution  he  purchased  the  business,  and  the  agreement 
was  that  he  should  pay  1,000/.  in  cash  and  a  balance  of  850/. 
an  five  yearly  instalments.  A  year  afterwards  he  paid  the 
whole  sum.  In  his  business  he  kept  a  daybook,  a  ledger, 
and  petty  daybooks.  He  did  not  keep  cashbooks  because 
ids  ready  money  sales  were  small.  He  began  to  feel  himself 
in  difficulties  immediately  after  taking  over  the  business. 
He  borrowed  money  to  enable  him  to  carry  it  on.  He 
accounted  for  the  deficiency  in  his  state  of  affairs  by  the  high 
shop  rent,  150/. ;  the  working  expenses,  about  100/. ;  the  large 


sum  that  he  paid  for  the  good-will,  800/.  ;  the  opposition  expe- 
rienced from  other  shops  and  stores;  and  the  death  and 
removal  to  other  towns  of  his  principal  supporters.  The 
state  of  affairs  showed  the  assets  to  be  1,163  Is.  5V. ;  liabili- 
ties, 2,416/.  3s. ;  deficiency,  1,253/.  Is.  Q\d.  The  statutory 
oath  was  then  administered. 


William  John  Skinfill,  17  Victoria  Dock  Road,  Canning 
Town,  Chemist. 

Me.  Chapman,  one  of  the  assistant  official  receivers  in  the 
London  Bankruptcy  Court,  presided  on  Tuesday  at  the  first 
meeting  of  the  creditors  under  this  failure.  The  receiving 
order  was  made  on  October  13,  on  the  petition  of  Messrs. 
Thompson,  Millard  &  Co.,  and.  the  accounts  filed  showed 
liabilities  of  175/.  and  no  assets.    The  following  are  the 


principal  trade  creditors  : — ■ 

£  ».  d. 

Maw,  Son  &  Thompson,  Aldersgate  Street       ..      ..  3  16  9 

Limgton,  Edden,  Hicks  &  Clark,  230  Upper  Thames  St.  51  15  9 

Burgess,  Willows  &  Francis,  101  High  Holborn  ..       ..  19   1  6 

Couch,  Fred.,  Launccston   11  10  0 

Newbery  &  Sons,  1  King  Edward  Street,  E.C   13  1*  11 

Thompson,  Millard  &  Co.,  Curtain  Road   4*   7  6 

Meggeson  &  Co.,  Miles  Lane,  Upper  Thames  Street    . .  4  14  2 


Only  one  proof  was  sent  in,  no  creditors  appeared,  and  the 
case  being  a  summary  one  the  Court  will  wind  up  the  estate 
in  bankruptcy. 


THE  ADELAIDE  EXHIBITION. 


AT  latest  advices  the  awards  in  the  pharmaceutical  section 
had  not  been  made,  but  the  following  are  selected  from 
other  classes : — 

Bottles,  &c. 

Barnett  &  Foster,  London. — Glass  bottles  and  syphons. 
Bratby  &  Hinchliffe,  Manchester. — Glass  bottles. 
Breffits,  senr.,  London. — Patent  aerated-water  bottles,  &c. 
Burroughs,  Wellcome  &  Co.,  London. — Drug  mill. 
Burroughs,  Wellcome  &  Co.,  London. — "  Enterprise  "  tincture- 
press. 

Hayward  Tyler  &  Co.,  London. — Steam-pumps  and  aerated- 
water  machinery. 

Hearn,  Riddell  &  Co.,  London.  —  Patent  aerated-water 
bottles. 

Leipziger  Gummiwaaren  Fabrik,  Leipzig,  Germany. — Medical 
and  perfume  vaporisateurs. 

Melbourne  Glass  Bottle  Works  Company,  Melbourne,  Vic- 
toria.— Glass  bottles. 

Mineeal  Watees. 

Gunsser,  Christopher,  Bunding,  Victoria. — Mineral  water. 
Oberhoffer  &  Co.,  Pfalzer,  near  Treves,  Germany. — Victoria, 
mineral  waters. 

Sauerbrunnen,  Harzer,  Grauhof,  near  Goslar,  Germany.— 
Mineral  waters. 

Other  Goods. 

Bosisto,  J ,  ic  Co.,  Melbourne. — Gums  and  resins. 
Clarke,  S.,  Child's  Hill,  London. — Fairy  lamps. 
Ellis,  Kislingbury  &  Co.,  London. — Condensed  milk. 
Gelatin  Fabrik,  Winterthur,  Switzerland. — Gelatine. 
Symington,  Thomas,  &  Co.,  Edinburgh. — Coffee  essences. 
Waeisegers,  Joseph,  Antwerp. — Artificial  limbs,  stays,  ortho- 
paedic apparatus. 


Co-opeeation  among  Swiss  Phaemacists. — A  number 
of  pharmacists  in  Geneva  have  formed  an  Association  for  the 
purchase  of  drugs  in  a  wholesale  way  and  the  common 
manufacture  of  pharmaceutical  preparations,  with  a  view  of 
being  better  able  to  meet  the  increasingly  severe  competition 
to  which  they  are  subjected.  The  association  further  pro- 
poses to  compete  for  the  supply  of  medicines  to  friendly 
societies,  charitable  institutions,  hospitals,  the  military  and 
police  departments,  and  other  public  bodies  at  specially 
reduced  prices.  Ten  Geneva  pharmacists  have  so  far  joined 
the  association. 
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THE     BEST  DISINFECTANT 

FLUID,  OIL,  POWDER,  SOAPS, 
TOILET  &  VETERINARY  PREPARATIONS 


For  Trade  lists,  Terms,  &c,  apply  to 
THE  SANITAS  CO.,  Ld.,  Bethnal  Green,  LONDON,  E. 

FnedrichshalL 

THE  WELL-KNOWN  APERIENT  MINERAL  WATER. 

IMPORTANT  NOTICE. 

By  reason  of  an  improved  method  of  caption,  by  which  dilution  is  avoided 
FRIEDRICHSHALL  WATER  will  be  found  now  to  be  of  CONSIDERABLY 

GREATER  STRENGTH  and  EFFICACY  than  heretofora. 
The  ordinary  dose  is  a  large  wineglassful  (4  ounces)  taken  fasting.  Most 
efficaHous  and  more  acceptable  to  the  palate  when  heated  or  mixed  with  an 
equal  quantity  of  very  hot  water. 

"  The  most  suitable  aperient  for  prolonged  usp." 

Professor  SEEGEN. 


Of  all  Chemists  and  Mineral  Water  Dealers.  [2] 


ELLI MAN'S  UNIVERSAL  EMBROCATION 


Rheumatism  luiv 

SPRAINS. 


BAGO. 


CHEST  COLDS 

Sore  THRQATfrom  Cold-stiffness 


Prepared  oniy  by  ELLI  WAN  S0MS&G9  Sloughing. 


silicat; 


ID  CARBON 
FILTERS. 

»eb  ADVxmigxniiiri,  pies  ©. 


PATENT 
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BROMO   IODINE    MINERAL  WATER. 

The  strongest  known  Iodine  Water  in  the  World. 

This  remarkable  Spa  has  been  purchased  by  a  Syndicate  of  gentlemen  who  have 
dete1  mined  to  make  more  widely  knoftn  the  extraordinary  curative  powers  of  this 
spring,  which  contains  more  Iodine  and  Bromine  than  any  spring  in  Europe— 
"  And,  we  may  safely  add,  in  any  part  of  the  World."—  Dr.  Cufft.  tor  many  years 
late  resuJent  I'hi/sf  iati  at     oui!/ialt  .spa. 

An  analysis  of  the  water  having  been  made  in  November,  1886,  by  Professor 
Wanklyn,  M.R.C.S.,  corresponding  member  of  the  Poval  Bavarian  Academy  Oi 
8ciences,  Professor  of  Chemistry,  a  vf  ry  important  discorery  has  been  made,  viz., 
the  piesenoe  of  Free  or  Elementary  Iodine. 

Dr.  Wanklyn  Bays — "  So  far  as  I  am  aware,  this  is  the  first  instance  in  which  free 
Iodine  has  been  found  in  appreciable  quantity  in  a  natural  water.  For  many  years 
the  Woodhall  Spa  has  been  celebrated  as  a  valuable  remedy  in  skin  diseases.  The 
fictthatit  is  a  solution  of  free  Iodine  is  interesting  in  this  connection,  and  well 
worthy  ot  the  attention  of  the  medical  profession." 

The  Woodhall  Bn.mo  Iodine  Wuter  is  now  being  bottled  at  the  Spring  bv  the 
Bole  Agents,  BROMLEY  *  CO.,  Chemists,  233  High  Street,  Lincoln,  5  &  fi  The 
U  -o^e,  Buxton  and  at  Woodhall.  All  communications  to  be  addretsed  to  them  at 
the  Spa,  Woodhall  Horncastle. 


DITORIAL 


OTES. 


THE    TEACHING    OF  PRACTICAL 
PHARMACY. 

Practical  Pharmacy  cannot  be  considered  to  be  in  the? 
ascendant  when  the  Pharmaceutical  Council  finds  it  neces- 
sary to  take  steps  to  teach  it,  or  rather  to  expand  the  present 
tutorial  wotk  in  practical  dispensing  to  a  comprehensive 
curriculum  devoted  to  all  officinal  operations  involved  id 
the  manufacture  of  pharmaceutical  preparations.  There  was 
a  time  when  all  good  pharmacists  would  have  hailed  this- 
proposal  with  a  storm  of  protest,  for  they  would  have  consi- 
dered it  a  confession  that  masters  were  neglecting;  thei? 
apprentices.  Presumably  a  boy  is  sent  to  the  drug  trade  to 
learn  pharmacy :  customs  have  changed  within  the  lasij 
quarter  of  a  century,  and  it  may  safely  be  said  that  there  are 
few  apprentices  who  are  now  systematically  taught  real 
pharmacy.  Tinctures  are  bought,  so  are  pills,  syrups,  spirits, 
and  other  preparations  which~give  trouble  in  making.  This 
condition  of  things  is  not  universal,  we  admit,  but  it  is  so 
common  that'the  Privy  Council  representatives  at  the  Phar- 
maceutical Examination  have  forcibly  called  attention  to  it, 
and  the*  Boards  of  Examiners  have  resolved  to  institutes 
practical  examination  in  pharmacy.  Now  there  is  a  pro- 
posal to  teach  the  subject;  truly  examination  and  education 
go  hand  in  hand,  the  former  leading  the  way. 

The  questions  which  the  Pharmaceutical  Council  are  now 
considering  are,  what  should  be  taught  1  and  how  should  it  ba 
done?  We  leave  practical  dispensing,  which  is  true  phar- 
macy, out  of  count;  that  is  taught  in  all  the  schools.  Rut 
when  we  come  to  manufacturing  there  are  various  ideas  to 
be  dealt  with.  There  is  no  definite  plan,  but  we  have  heard 
steam  apparatus  and  hydraulic  presses  spoken  of,  as  well  as- 
green  extracts,  fluid  extracts,  and  the  like.  These  ideas  re- 
quire some  development.  First  let  us  see  how  the  subject  is- 
taught  in  the  United  States.  There  as  much  attention  is* 
given  to  practical  pharmacy  as  to  practical  chemistry.  Each 
student  devotes  so  many  hours  per  day  for  a  session  or  more 
in  the  pharmacy  laboratory.  This  is  supplementary  to  the 
class  lectures  on  the  subject,  in  which  the  professor  explains 
the  theories  upon  which  pharmaceutical  operations  are- 
based,  and  exhibits  and  describes  the  apparatus  employed, 
Thus  the  student  obtains  an  acquaintance  at  leasts 
with  the  apparatus  and  methods  employed  by  large  and 
small  manufacturers.  In  the  laboratory  he  manufactures  on 
a  small  scale  for  himself.  He  has  his  own  beech,  with  gas, 
steam  and  water  supplies.  Percolators,  stills,  hand-presses, 
drug-mills,  siftirg  and  other  apparatus  are  provided,  gene- 
rally of  a  size  suitable  for  small  operations.    The  principle 
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is  that  each  one  must  himself  work,  and  this  is  the  principle 
which  must  be  adopted  at  Bloomsbury  Square  if  the  best 
results  are  to  be  obtained.  If  the  students  are  to  be  taught 
pharmacy  as  it  exists  in  the  wholesale  laboratories,  gigantic 
operations,  large  quantities  of  materials,  and  co-operative 
work  at  once  come  in,  with  all  the  attendant  difficulties  and  in- 
creased expense.  The  cue  must  be  taken  from  the  American 
system,  and  from  the  examination.  The  former  will  no  doubt 
be  carefully  inquired  into.  At  present  candidates  are  required 
to  have  a  practical  knowledge  of  the  processes  whereby  con- 
fections, decoctions,  extracts,  infusions,  juices,  liniments, 
mixtures,  ointments,  pills,  powders,  spirits,  tinctures,  and 
other  pharmacopceial  preparations  are  made.  In  a  practical 
examination  candidates  will  be  required  to  conduct  these 
processes,  and  those  subsidiary  operations  which  they  entail. 
Much  of  this  can  be  taught  in  lectures,  such,  for  instance,  as 
Dr.  Kedwood  gave  in  one  department  a  year  ago,  but  the 
student  must  practically  apply  the  knowledge  which  he  has 
so  gained,  just  as  in  chemistry. 

It  cannot  be  stated  within  reasonable  limits  what  it  is 
desirable  to  teach  the  students  in  the  course  of  a  session,  but 
it  is  evident  that  a  session  of  five  months,  with  two  hours' 
practice  per  day,  is  not  too  much  for  all  the  operations 
involved  in  the  preparations  named.  It  may  not  be  neces- 
sary for  the  student  to  make  every  preparation  in  the 
Pharmacopoeia,  for  there  are  many  of  them  which 
naturally  go  into  groups  ;  and  in  the  same  way  there  are 
operations,  such  as  comminution,  which  may  be  taught 
as  preliminary  subjects ;  but  all  will  require  much  time, 
illustrated  lecturing,  the  use  of  apparatus  novel  to  most  of 
the  students  and  the  whole  cannot  fail  to  be  at  least  as 
interesting  as,  and  certainly  more  useful  than  practical 
chemistry  is.  The  difficulties  which  are  to  be  encountered 
have  been  more  heard  of  than  the  desirability  of  teaching 
the  subject.  The  greatest  difficulty  will  be  in  the  disposal  of 
the  products.  They  cannot  be  sold,  argue  some  of  the 
members,  for  the  Society  cannot  become  a  trading  body. 
That  is  true;  but  there  is  the  more  serious  objection,  viz. 
that  if  they  were  sold  the  purchaser  would  make  the  most  of 
the  fact  that  his  preparations  were  made  by  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society.  That  would  seriously  affect  the  interests  of 
others.  They  might  be  given  to  hospitals,  and  the  expense 
to  the  Society  would  be  the  same  ;  which  would  certainly  be  a 
better  way  of  disposing  of  them  than  throwing  them  clown 
the  waste-pipe.  But  we  doubt  if  there  need  be  a  great 
difficulty  regarding  the  disposal  of  products,  unless  it  is 
resolved  to  teach  the  subject  on  the  larger  scale.  Obviously 
the  cost  of  materials  should  be  treated  as  part  of  the  neces- 
sary educational  expense.  Already  there  are  products  in 
practical  dispensing  classes  and  at  the  minor  examinations. 
These  are  treated  as  waste,  and  properly  so,  for  wherever 
there  is  education  in  practical  matters  there  must  necessarily 
be  waste.  Bat  the  laboratory  need  not  be  started  with  the 
idea  that  waste  is  to  take  place;  economy  is  possible. 
Instead  of  throwing  tinctures  away,  the  spirit  which  they 
contain  can  be  recovered ;  the  drugs  which  are  used  for 
showing  the  principles  of  comminution  may  also  be 
employed  for  showing  how  to  pack  a  percolator  and  express 
a  marc.  Most  of  the  difficulties,  indeed,  should  be  overcome 
in  the  committee  stage  of  the  arrangements,  and  a  teacher 
of  experience  should  be  able  to  assist  the  committee. 
Necessity  will,  however,  prove  a  more  potent  factor  than 
anything  else  in  removing  the  difficulties.  If  practical 
pharmacy  is  made  an  examination  subject,  the  schools  will 
make  it  a  class  subject  whatever  the  difficulties  may  be. 
The  Pharmaceutical  Council  cannot  wait  that  event,  for 
already  they  have  had  to  eat  humble  pie  regarding  practical 
dispensing,  and  with  the  best  results  to  their  school. 


THE    BRIGHT  SIDE. 

The  approach  of  the  dullest  period  of  the  year  has  been 
marked  by  the  introduction  of  a  more  cheerful  spirit  thars 
generally  prevails  into  our  Correspondence  columns.  A 
chemist  who  has  succeeded  in  increasing  his  business  writes 
to  tell  us  how  he  has  done  it.  We  do  not  propose  to  go  over 
his  suggestions,  which,  in  brief,  may  be  summed  up  in  the 
advice  to  apply  intelligence  and  attention  to  the  development 
of  such  business  as  is  suitable  to  the  locality  in  which 
the  chemist  finds  himself  ;  to  adopt  such  honest  business- 
methods  as  other  business  men  find,  and  have  found,  calcu- 
lated to  promote  their  prosperity,  and  to  utterly  disregard1 
the  solemn  but  unsensible  advice  of  Sir  Dyce  Duckworth.  Our 
thoughtful  correspondent,  "  Heder,"  follows  up  the  subject! 
this  week,  and  it  is  one  which  is  worthy  of  a  careful  dis- 
cussion. 

In  a  speech  made  last  week  Lord  Derby  stated  that  econo- 
mists reckon  that  the  amount  of  property  on  which  death 
duties  are  paid  in  a  year  represents  on  an  average  two  per 
cent,  of  the  whole  property  of  the  nation.  And  he  pointed 
out  that,  according  to  that  estimate,  the  wealth  of  the  nation? 
appears  to  be  steadily  on  the  increase.  During  the  past  four 
years  death  duties  have  been  paid  annually  on  180,000,000/  , 
183,000,000?.,  186,000,000Z.,  and  189,000,000/.— that  is,  on  an 
increased  amount  of  three  millions  each  year.  According  to 
the  estimate  this  means  that  the  wealth  of  the  nation  has 
increased  steadily  by  about  150,000,000/.  annually.  The 
foundation  is  too  slender  to  build  a  theory  upon  ;  but  it  must 
be  remembered  that  other  statistics  point  in  the  same  general 
direction.  Who  are  the  classes  who  are  dividing  this  in- 
creasing wealth  among  them  ?  The  highest  and  the  lowest 
classes  both  declare  that  none  of  it  goes  either  of  their 
ways,  [the  one  party  pointing  to  their  shrinking  rent 
rolls,  and  the  other  proclaiming  their  poverty  in  Trafalgar 
Square  and  Hyde  Park.  Nearly  all  classes  between  these 
are  almost  as  emphatic  in  their  declarations,  and  traders 
particularly  are  loud  in  their  complaints  of  declining 
profits.  But  it  must  be  remembered  that  the  few  who  suffer 
cry  louder  than  the  many  who  succeed,  and  there  can  be  little 
doubt  that,  notwithstanding  all  the  complaints  of  the  last  few 
years,  merchants  and  distributors  generally,  and  in  many 
branches  manufacturers  too,  have  been  saving  money.  The 
wholesale  prices  of  multitudes  of  articles  of  daily  consump- 
tion have  fallen  to  lower  points  than  they  ever  before  reached, 
and  the  retail  prices  have  not  always  kept  pace  with  this  fall. 
To  that  extent  the  profits  of  retail  tradesmen  have  improved. 
Still,  we  suppose  it  must  be  accepted  as  a  fact  that  profits- 
generally  have  shrunk.  No  doubt  the  great  stores  have 
severely  affected  numbers  of  the  smaller  shopkeepers,  but 
there  is  evidence  all  around  us,  and  it  is  supported  by  such 
letters  as  those  we  have  referred  to,  that  there  is  still  plenty 
of  room  for  the  intelligent,  energetic  tradesman  who  knows 
how  to  take  advantage  of  his  opportunities.  If  it  be  true 
that  there  is  an  increase  in  the  national  wealth  of  over  a 
hundred  millions  annually,  this  consideration  ought  to  en- 
courage chemists  as  well  as  others  in  the  general  scramble. 
As  "  Heder  "  points  out,  the  days  when  "  connections  "  kept 
together  have  to  a  great  extent  passed  away.  That  is  dis- 
couraging to  the  old  established,  steady-going,  sleepy  old 
houses  who  claim  a  vested  right  to  fortune's  favours  ;  but  it 
adds  to  the  prospects  of  those  who  are  fit  and  willing  to  com- 
pete vigorously  in  the  struggle  for  existence. 


IRISH  PHARMACY. 
Lord  Milltowx,  like  Barkis,  is  willing.    Asked  by  the- 
President  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Ireland  if  he 
will  take  chirge  of  a  Bill  for  the  Amendment  of  the  Irish 
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Pharmacy  Act,  this  obliging  peer  does  not  seem  to  have 
inquired  into  the  merits  of  the  question  and  satisfied  himself 
as  to  the  necessity  for  more  legislation,  but  promptly  agrees 
to  do  what  is  asked  of  him.  It  is  useful  for  Pharmaceutical 
Societies  to  have  a  peer  on  hand  ready  to  fulfil  their  wishes, 
but  it  is  not  nationally  satisfactory  to  have  our  laws  dealt 
with  in  this  olf-hand  fashion.  "  I,  last  year,"  adds  this  noble 
earl,  "  carried  through  the  Lords  a  Pharmacy  Act  Amend- 
ment Bill  for  the  British  Society.  I  iltinli  it  failed  to  pass 
the  Commons  through  obstruction.  If  so,  perhaps  it  will 
be  re-introduced  next  session  with  the  necessary  clauses  re- 
lating to  Ireland  for  the  amendment  of  the  Act  of  1875." 
It  is  worth  while  to  notice  in  passing  the  words  in  Lord 
Milltown's  letter  which  we  have  italicised.  Does  he  mean 
to  imply  that  it  would  be  beneath  the  dignity  of  a  peer  like 
himself  to  Imow  what  becomes  of  a  bill  after  it  has  left  his 
august  hands  ? 

For  the  Irish  Bill,  however,  at  any  rate,  Lord  Milltown 
might  find  very  good  national  reason.  The  existing  Act  has 
to  a  great  extent  failed.  Ireland  generally  is  miserably 
supplied  with  qualified  pharmacists,  and  if  the  law  were 
strictly  enforced  great  inconvenience  would  result.  The 
deputation  of  Belfast  chemists  and  druggists  who 
waited  on  the  Pharmaceutical  Council  at  their  last 
meeting  in  Dublin  stated  a  most  reasonable  case  and 
submitted  a  most  moderate  request.  We  fail  to  see  what 
were  the  "  one  or  two  misconceptions  under  which,"  accord- 
ing to  the  President,  they  laboured,  and  which  he  undertook 
to  remove.  To  a  great  extent  the  Council  appeared  to  be 
in  agreement  with  the  applicants,  but  it  is  perfectly  incom- 
prehensible how  they  could  have  come  to  so  lame  a  conclu- 
sion as  was  arrived  at.  The  deputation  were  asked  if  they 
would  be  satisfied  if  the  new  Bill  admitted  to  a  register  of 
chemists  and  druggists  all  persons  who  should  be  in  business 
as  such  before  the  end  of  this  year,  such  persons  to  be  allowed 
to  sell  poisons  but  not  to  compound  prescriptions.  Now, 
whether  the  Belfast  druggists  are  satisfied  with  that  arrange- 
ment or  not  is  not  the  proper  question.  The  Council  in  form- 
ing a  Bill  for  Ireland  ought  to  look  at  the  matter  much  more 
broadly.  Their  business  is  to  provide  Ireland  with  reasonable 
pharmaceutical  facilities,  and  they  cannot  do  it  under  their 
present  Act.  What  they  propose  is  merely  a  stopgap  for  a 
few  years.  A  provision  for  the  creation  of  a  second  grade, 
just  as  the  deputation  suggested,  would  probably  give  satis- 
faction all  round.  But  this  is  refused  because  three  years 
ago  the  Council  voted  by  a  very  slender  majority  against  such 
a  course.  If  the  Council  cannot  sacrifice  their  dignity  far 
enough  to  vote  on  the  subject  again,  Lord  Milltown,  it  may 
be  hoped,  will  himself  have  a  word  to  say  on  the  matter. 


Stenocarpine  -Furtaer  particulars  regarding  this  substance 
^  '  have  reached  us  corroborative  of  the  state- 
ment which  we  were  enabled  to  make  last  week  regarding 
the  fraudulent  character  of  the  substance.  Amongst  the 
firms  who  have  assisted  in  revealing  the  true  nature  of  the 
substance  are  Messrs.  Lehn  &  Fink,  McKesson  &  Bobbins, 
and  Parke,  Davis,  &  Co.  At  the  request  of  the  first-named 
firm  Prof.  F.  G.  Novy,  of  Ann  Arbor,  examined  a  sample  of 
the  two  per  cent,  solution  of  the  stenocarpine,  and  com- 
municates his  results  to  the  Pharmaceutische  Rundschau. 
Prof.  Novy  describes  the  solution  as  yellow-coloured,  acid  in 
reaction,  and  with  a  sweetish  odour  resembling  that  of 
liquorice.  The  first  substance  which  he  identified  with  cer- 
tainty in  this  solution  was  salicylic  acid,  then  the  alkaloidal 
portion  was  precipitated  by  ammonia  and  dissolved  out  with 
ether.  The  usual  alkalcidal  reagents  gave,  with  an  aqueous 
hydrochloric  solution  of  the  ethereal  residue,  reactions 
identical  with  those  of  cocaine.  Another  portion,  after 
oxidation  with  nitric  acid,  gave  a  beautiful  violet  colouration 
with  alcoholic  potash,  this  being  accompanied  by  the  odour 

of  methyl-benzoic  ether,  thus  proving  the  presence  of  atro- 


pine in  the  solution.  The  percentage  of  solids  in  the  solution 
was  about  5  84.  The  discoverers  of  gleditschine  had  the 
hardihood  to  assign  to  it  the  formula  C._,0H21NO3.  Prof.  Novy 
made  a  combustion  of  the  alkaloidal  bases  of  the  solution,  as 
well  as  examined  the  platino-chloride  thereof,  with  the  fol- 
lowing results : — ■ 

C.        H.  Pt. 

Found  in  tlie  base  extracted  from  tbe 
so-called  gleditschine  solution      ..   67-84      7-23  IS'41 

Calculated  per  cent. : 

In  cocaine  (C^H^NO,)  .."  ..  67  33  6-93  19-14 
In  atropine  (C17H„Nn3)  ..  ..  70-03  7-93  19-70 
la  CMHalN03        ..      ...      ..   74-30     6-50  18-43 

Thus  completely  disproving  the  statements  of  the  discoverers. 
A  determination  of  the  combined  acids  (hydrochloric  and  • 
sulphuric)  was  also  made,  from  all  of  which  Prof.  Novy  con- 
cludes that  the  so-called  gleditschine  or  stenocarpine  consists 
essentially  of  6  00  per  cent,  of  cocaine  hydrochloride,  0  50 
per  cent,  of  atropine  sulphate,  and  about  a  third  of  1  per 
cent,  of  salicylic  acid.  In  the  same  journal  Professor  Karl 
Mohr,  of  Mobile,  gives  the  results  of  the  examination  of  the 
leaves  of  GleditsoMa  triacanthos,  which  corroborate  the  fore- 
going statements. 

*  * 

Di  italin  in  ^■ccor(^'rlS  to  a  Dutch  authority,  the  inter- 
is1  ?.  \.  m  vascular  parenchyma  of  digitalis  contains  about 
Uig  a  .  1  per  cent,  of  digitalin,  while  the  stalks  and 
and  veins  contain  only  about  002  per  cent. ;  for  this  reason 
he  advises  that  the  leaves  should  be  carefully  freed  from 
stalks  and  veins  before  galenical  preparations  are  made  from 
them.  Another  reason  for  this  is  that  the  least  potent  parts 
are  those  which  help  to  make  the  infusion  gelatinous.  In 
connection  with  these  observations  we  may  recall  the  fact 
that  the  London  Pharmacopoeia  of  1851  directed  the  whole 
of  the  petiole  and  the  thicker  part  of  the  midrib  of  digitalis 
leaves  to  be  removed  before  the  leaves  were  dried  for 
medicinal  purposes,  and  although  the  practice  has  been  dis- 
continued, it  would  appear  that  it  was  based  upon  sub- 
stantial reasons.  Yet  the  facts  that  there  is  so  much  dif- 
ference between  the  therapeutic  activity  of  the  different 
parts,  and  that  the  weights  of  these  parts  are  close  to  each 
other,  are  sufficient  reasons  for  not  removing  the  less  active 
parts  until  it  is  so  directed  officially.  The  observation  regard- 
ing the  gelatinising  of  the  infusion  should  be  read,  with  the 
note  on  this  subject,  which  appeared  in  our  last  issue, 
page  584.  The  whole  subject  is  one  which  would  repay  a 
careful  botanical,  chemical,  and  pharmaceutical  investigation 
in  this  country.  We  should  think  that  it  would  be  im- 
portant to  remove  the  stalk  and  midrib  before  the  leaves  are 
dried. 


Grocer- 
Druggists. 


A  circular  has  been  forwarded  to  us  bearing 
at  foot  the  name  of  "  Francis,  wholesale  drug- 
gists, Wrexham,  North  Wales."  The  particular 
one  which  we  have  received  was  sent  to  a  grocer  in  North 
Wales.  There  is  no  sufficient  reason  why  we  should  concern 
ourselves  on  behalf  of  Messrs.  Francis's  grocer  customers, 
but  as  it  is  possible  that  they  may  cater  for  chemists  and 
druggists  also,  it  seems  only  kind  to  add  a  few  words  of 
caution  to  the  several  warnings  which  this  circular  already 
contains.  First,  Messrs.  Francis  deal  with  the  sale  of  "  sweet 
spirit  of  nitre,"  for  the  sale  of  which  they  say  "  some  re- 
spectable tradesmen  have  lately  (through  no  fault  of  their 
own)  been  prosecuted  under  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs 
Act."  They  guarantee  their  spirit  of  sweet  nitre  -900  to  be 
of  full  strength,  but  they  warn  their  friends  against  selling 
any  without  affixing  a  label  to  each  vessel,  and  they  supply 
labels  gratis.  The  caution  is  not  unnecessary,  and  we  advise 
any  retailer  who  buys  this  -900  spirit  of  nitre  to  have  the 
makers'  written  warranty  with  it  as  well  as  their  printed 
guarantee.  The  same  firm  also  recommend  their  pro-goric 
elixir,  "  a  special  registered  preparation,"  "  guaranteed  to  con- 
tain not  a  particle  of  opium,"  but  "  in  colour,  taste,  dose,  and 
effect  the  same  as  paregoric  elixir."  No  doubt  sellers  of  this 
article  would  not  be  liable  to  prosecution  under  the  Pharmacy 
Act,  but  it  may  be  as  well  to  inform  them  that,  as  the  prepara- 
tion is  so  carefully  announced  as  a  proprietary  one,  it  can 
only  be  sold  by  persons  holding  a  patent-medicine  licence, 
and  that  every  supply  sold,  whether  it  be  a  pennyworth  or  a 
shillingsworth,  needs  a  \\d.  stamp.     A  similar  condition 
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attaches  to  the  sale  of  the  "  black  currant  cough  balsam," 
which  is  "a  splendid  remedy  for  coughs,"  &c,  and  "can  be 
sold  at  3d.  per  oz."  If  grocers  are  to  te  so  cordially  invited 
to  deal  in  drugs  and  medicines,  let  care  te  taken  that  the 
laws  which  apply  to  chemists  shall  also  act  on  them. 


The  Manu- 
facture of 


At  a  recent  meeting  of  German  chemists  a 
Mr.  Erich  communicated  a  paper  on  the  pre- 
paration of  Japan  soy,  a  product  of  which  the 
Japan  boy.  (jg^jg  0f  manufacture  are  as  yet  imperfectly 
known.  Soy  has  been  manufactured  in  Japan  for  over  a 
thousand  years,  and  forms  a  very  considerable  article  of  con- 
sumption in  that  country  and  throughout  the  East.  There 
are  many  factories  of  the  condiment  in  the  country,  one  of 
the  largest  being  at  Tokio,  where  considerably  over  one 
million  gallons  are  specially  prepared  for  export  every  year. 
The  principal  ingredients  known  to  be  used  in  the  manufacture 
of  soy  are  a  very  hard  long-awned  variety  of  barley,  common 
salt,  soya  beans  (Doliclws  soya),  a  specially  prepared  ferment, 
and  water.  The  soy  beans  are  roasted  like  coffee,  the  barley 
is  partly  roasted  and  partly  malted.  The  roasted  parts  of  the 
barley  and  the  beans  are  soaked  in  cold  water,  cooled,  and 
preserved  by  the  addition  of  a  liberal  dose  of  common  salt. 
To  this  are  added  first  a  diastase  solution,  and  afterwards  a 
specially  prepared  ferment,  which  causes  an  extremely  slow 
fermentation,  but  without  any  considerable  formation  of 
carbonic  dioxide  or  alcohol.  The  degree  of  strength  of  the 
soy  depends  upon  the  time  used  in  the  process  of  manu- 
facture, which  varies  from  one  to  [three  years.  If  kept  cool 
and  out  of  the  light  soy  can  be  kept  good  for  a  very  long 
time,  but  the  action  of  light  and  the  free  access  of  air  cause 
fermentation. 


T,  ,.         Official  returns  have  been  published  relating  to 
a  ran     the  Italian  trade  in  chemical  products  during 

st  rt     tbe  first  six  months  of  1887'  In  that  Period 

a  is  ics.  ^827  tons  boracic  acid  were  exported  from 
Italy,  against  1,722  tons  in  the  first  half-year  of  1886.  Of 
Italian  refined  borax  344  tons  were  exported.  Formerly 
nearly  the  whole  of  the  boracic  acid  produced  in  Italy  was 
exported,  but  recently  large  works  have  been  established  in 
the  country  by  the  firm  of  Larderel,  and  a  considerable  part 
of  the  acid  is  now  treated  at  these  works.  The  export  of 
cinchona  salts  from  the  Milan  and  Genoa  works  rose  from 
5,000  to  10,000  kilos.  (176,500  oz.  to  353,000  oz.).  This  in- 
cludes, besides  quinine  sulphate,  all  the  minor  cinchona  salts. 
The  export  of  the  latter  has  been  much  assisted  by  the 
establishment  of  drawback  on  shipments  abroad.  The  im- 
portation of  soda  nitrate,  which  is  principally  used  in  the 
manufacture  of  nitrate  of  potash  by  boiling  with  chloride  of 
potash,  rose  from  2,600  to  6,100  tons.  The  cause  of  this 
advance  is  due  to  the  increased  requirements  of  gunpowder 
by  the  War  Department.  Soda  imports  rose  from  910  to 
1,160  tons,  caustic  soda  from  3,800  to  4,000  tons,  oxides  of 
iron  and  lead  from  1,400  to  1,700  tons.  The  alum  works  of 
Civita  Vecchia  have  not  been  so  successful  as  was  expected, 
it  being  found  preferable  to  export  the  crude  mineral.  The 
shipments  of  winelees  and  argols  rose  from  3,600  tons  to  no 
less  than  11,200  tons.  More  lemon-juice  was  ako  exported, 
viz.,  503  tons  raw  and  1,802  tons  concentrated  juice,  against 
220  and  782  tons  respectively.  This  enormous  increase  in 
the  shipments  is  due  to  the  large  crop  of  "  agrumi  "  and  the 
cheapness  of  the  lemons ;  but  it  seems  inexplicable  that 
under  these  favourable  circumstances  the  manufacture  of 
citric  acid  in  Italy  should  still  be  so  much  neglected.  Of 
common  soaps,  1,959  tons  were  exported  io.  the  first  six  months 
of  1887,  and  of  medicinal  preparations,  834  cwt.  in  the  first 
half-year  of  1886.  The  total  value  of  the  imports  of  chemical 
and  medicinal  products,  resins  and  perfumery,  was  1,000,000/., 
the  exports  1,160,000/. 


q  ,  ,  A  correspondent  of  the  Manchester  Sporthtff 
for  Horses  Chronicle  tells  the  readers  of  that  paper  some 
interesting  circumstances  in  connection  with  a 
11  good  grey  steed  in  his  own  possession."'  He  came  to  the 
conclusion  that  this  equine  friend  of  his  was  short-sighted. 
He  "  couldn't  see  a  carrot  two  yards  off,"  he  tells  us.  So  he 
took  the  quadruped  to  an  oculist  living  in  the  neighbour- 
hood, who  made  the  necessary  inspection  and  certified  that 


the  horse  had  a  No.  7  eye,  and  required  concave  glasses. 
The  concave  glasses  thus  indicated  were  obtained  and 
buckled  on  to  the  the  head  stall.  "  The  horse  seemed  a  little 
bit  surprised,"  he  says,  "when  I  first  put  them  on  him,  but 
his  amazement  rapidly  gave  way  to  demonstrations  of  the 
keenest  pleasure.  He  now  stands  all  the  morning  looking 
over  the  half-door  of  his  stable  with  his  spectacles  on,  gazing 
around  him  with  an  air  of  sedate  enjoyment."  .  .  .  .  "  When 
I  take  him  out  for  a  drive,"  continues  the  veracious  narrator, 
"he  capers  about  as  frisky  as  a  kitten ;  his  manner  is  alto- 
gether changed  from  his  former  timidity,  and  he  has  got 
over  a  bad  habit  of  shying  which  once  troubled  him."  A 
week  or  two  ago,  however,  he  turned  the  animal  out  to  pas- 
ture for  a  few  days,  of  course  without  his  specs,  and  he  at 
once  appeared  to  be  uneasy  and  uncomfortable.  All  day  he 
hung  about  the  gate  leading  into  the  meadow,  whinnying  in 
a  plaintive  minor  key,  until  his  master,  seeing  what  was  the 
trouble,  sent  up  to  the  stable  for  the  head-stall.  As  soon  as 
the  spectacles  were  placed  upon  his  nose,  he  was  so  glad 
that  he  rubbed  his  master's  shoulder  with  his  nose,  then 
kicked  up  his  heels  and  danced  down  to  the  pasture  in  a 
paroxysm  of  delight.  Staffordshire  was  the  scene  of  this 
history.    We  do  not  know  the  locality  more  definitely. 


,  In  another  part  of  this  issue  will  be  found 
thus  extracts  of  a  highly  interesting  report  by  our 
Consul  at  Zomba  on  the  trade  of  the  Ayassa 
territories.  The  exact  spot  whence  the  bulk  of  the  supplies 
of  strophanthus  hitherto  sold  in  London  were  derived 
appears  to  have  been  the  district  on  the  right  bank  of  the 
Shire  river,  below  the  Murchison  Rapids.  This  country  lies 
between  34°  and  36°  E.  long.,  and  15°  and  17°  S.  lat.,  south-east 
of  the  great  Nyassa  Lake.  Some  distance  south  of  this 
strophanthus  district  the  Shire  river  falls  into  the  Zambesi. 
The  country  is  nominally  under  Portuguese  dominion,  but  the 
Germans  have  lately  acquired  a  large  tract  of  territory  some 
distance  further  north.  There  are  several  regular  trade 
routes  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  strophanthus  districts, 
and  as  the  plant  appears  to  be  a  common  one  there  is 
certainly  no  reason  why  it  should  not  become  much  cheaper 
than  the  price  at  which  it  was  sold  at  the  last  public  auctions, 
not  even  counting  the  fact  that  supplies  are  now  apparently 
coming  forward  from  all  parts  of  Central  Africa.  One  of  the 
lots  offered  at  the  last  sales  was  imported  from  the  Cape,  to 
which  it  was  perhaps  sent  originally  from  the  Zambesi 
country.  It  is  curious  to  note  that  the  1,100  lbs.  exported 
realised,  according  to  the  consul,  9s.  per  lb.  in  London. 


The 


The  judge  of  the  Manchester  County  Court  has 


t,  ,  ,,  ruled  that  the  bankrupt's  cough  mixture  for- 
p  r.llP  s  mula  referred  to  last  week  is  not  property 
eciPe-  which  can  be  dealt  with  in  bankruptcy.  That 
is  to  say,  it  is  not  an  asset  realisable  by  the  creditors.  The 
judge  tried  to  justify  his  decision  by  a  technical  explanation, 
which,  if  he  is  correctly  reported,  is  certainly  in  opposition 
to  scores  of  judgments  in  the  higher  courts.  It  is  very  loose 
to  say  that  if  anyone  were  to  analyse  this  mixture  and  discover 
its  secret,  he  could  set  up  next  door  to  the  original  maker 
and  sell  it  as  his.  We  do  not  for  a  moment  think  the  judge's 
decision  is  wrong,  but  if  he  correctly  states  the  legal  view  of 
property  it  is  only  another  proof  that  the  law  is,  as  it  was 
declared  to  be  by  an  eminent  authority,  "a  hass."  If  Charles 
Dickens  had  been  a  bankrupt  his  creditors  could  have  taken 
possession  of  his  copyrights,  his  patents,  and  any  cough 
mixtures  he  might  have  had  in  stock,  but  they  could  not 
have  taken  from  him  his  power  to  write  or  his  ability  to 
concoct  cough  mixtures,  if  he  happened  to  possess  such. 
That  power  and  that  ability  are  the  man's  brain— a  piece  of 
property  in  the  highest  degree  personal,  but  not  an  asset 
available  for  creditors. 


Lyonsia. 


The  Queensland  correspondent  of  The  Chemist 
and  Drvggist  of  Australasia  points  out  that 
the  strophanthus  plant  belongs  to  the  same  natural  order  as 
the  Queensland  creepers  Lyonsia.  He  has  forwarded  to  our 
Melbourne  office  a  specimen  of  the  fruit  of  L.  reticulata,  and 
suggests  that  some  Queensland  chemist  should  experiment  on 
the  plant,  and  ascertain  if  it  has  any  properties  in  common 
with  its  African  congener. 


G14 


THE   CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST. 


[November  12,  1887. 


ipijarmamttttal  Staadv  of  (§mf  §ntam. 


EVENING-  MEETING. 

A MEETING  was  held  on  Wednesday  evening  at  eight 
o'clock,  Treasurer  Robbins  in  the  chair.  There  was  a 
■small  attendance.  The  first  paper  read  was  one  by  Dr.  J.  C. 
Thresh  on 

Trebizonde  Honey, 

Professor  Attfield  performing  in  the  absence  of  the  author. 
From  early  times  this  honey  has  had  a  reputation  of  being 
poisonous.  In  his  paper  Dr.  Thresh  gave  an  interesting 
account  of  what  ancient  writers  say  of  it.  Xenophon  is  the 
first  to  mention  it,  his  account  dealing  with  the  effects  of  it 
on  the  celebrated  10,000  soldiers,  who,  eating  it,  lost  their 
senses,  those  who  ate  largely  acting  like  madmen,  those  who 
indulged  sparingly  only  becoming  drunk.  Pliny's  description 
of  the  honey  shows  that  it  was  then  very  dark,  and  that  its  prin- 
cipal effects  when  eaten  were  perspiration  and  intense  thirst. 
He  believed  that  the  bees  fed  on  the  flowers  of  Nerium 
oleander,  although  they  seemed  also  to  resort  to  a  rhodo- 
dendron. Dioscorides,  Aristotle,  and  ethers  mention  the 
honey  and  its  deleterious  effects,  and  the  observations  of 
modern  writers  show  that  the  ancients  were  generally 
right  in  their  assertions.  Eecently  the  subject  has 
been  revived  by  a  statement  that  the  bees  feed  on 
an  ericacious  plant,  Azalia  pontiea,  and  as  Piugge 
.has  found  a  poisonous  glucoside,  andromidotoxin,  in 
ericacious  plants,  Mr.  Holmes  had  suggested  to  Dr.  Thresh 
that  the  honey  might  be  examined  for  this  body.  Two  tins 
of  it,  each  containing  about  7  lbs.,  were  obtained  from 
H.M.  Consul  at  Trebizonde,  and  were  handed  over  to  Dr. 
Thresh.  After  referring  to  the  more  recent  literature  on  the 
subject,  amongst  which  there  is  one  statement  that  the 
poisonous  principle  is  derived  from  Datura  stramo?iium,  Dr. 
Thresh  proceeded  to  describe  the  method  of  examination, 
which  consisted  in  treating  the  whole  contents  of  a  tin  with 
absolute  alcohol,  whereby  the  saccharine  constituents  were 
separated.  The  alcoholic  solution  was  evaporated,  and 
treated  in  the  same  way  repeatedly  until  an  extract  was 
obtained  almost  free  from  saccharine  matter.  The  residue 
was  thick  and  sticky,  of  a  honey  odour,  and  dissolved  in 
water  almost  completely.  Acids  and  the  lead  acetates  pre- 
cipitated the  aqueous  solution.  The  acid  solution  was 
shaken  with  chloroform ;  the  chloroform  separated  and 
evaporated  formed  No.  1  extract.  After  chloroform,  ether 
was  used  in  the  same  way  and  furnished  No.  2  extract ;  the 
remaining  acid  liquid  was  evaporated  to  an  extract — No.  3. 
None  of  these  extracts  afforded  anything  definite  on 
chemical  examination,  although  No.  3  appeared  to  contain  a 
glucoside,  but  whether  andromidotoxin  or  not  the  author  could 
not  say.  He  described  certain  colour  reactions.  The  second 
sample  of  honey  was  given  to  Mr.  W.  A.  H.  Naylor  for  pre- 
liminary treatment,  and  it  turned  out  that  the  alcoholic 
extract  of  this  sample  was  not  toxic.  The  extracts  were 
examined  physiologically  by  Dr.  Ralph  Stockman.  He 
found  Nos.  1  and  2  to  be  non-toxic,  the  latter  causing  con- 
junctivitis when  applied  to  the  eye.  A  quarter  of  a  grain  of 
No.  3  injected  into  a  frog  paralysed  it,  and  stopped  its  respira- 
tion at  the  end  of  an  hour ;  but  the  circulation  continued  for 
three  days  ;  a  rabbit  got  drunk  on  3  grains,  and  its  pulse  de- 
creased enormously;  4  grains  finished  a  bigger  rabbit.  Evi- 
dently, therefore,  the  poison  is  a  narcotic,  and  its  general 
action  shows  certain  points  of  agreement  as  well  as  disagree- 
ment with  that  of  andromidotoxin.  The  honey  contained  no 
alkaloid,  so  that  the  poison  is  not  derived  from  the  stramo- 
nium, and  as  it  is  not  a  cardiac  poison,  it  cannot  be  derived 
from  an  oleander,  which  is.  On  the  whole  the  author  was 
inclined  to  the  belief  that  the  azalia  is  the  source  of  the 
poison. 

Mr.  Holmes  followed  with  a  bibliographic  note  on  the 
subject.  He  has  unearthed  Curtis's  "  Botanical  Magazine  " 
for  1791,  in  which  he  finds  some  account  of  Azilia  pontiia, 
its  properties,  and  also  comments  on  Trebizonde  honey,  corro- 
borative of  Dr.  Thresh's  observations.  A  note  from  the 
Gardeners'  Chronicle  was  included,  in  which  reference  was 
made  to  the  source,  botanical  and  geographical,  of  the 
tioney.  He  showed  that  the  natives  believe  that  the  honey 
is  obtained  from  the  azalias,  and  that  they  destroy  its  poi- 


sonous properties  by  heating  it.  M.  Zanni,  of  Constantinople, 
had  informed  him  in  a  letter,  which  he  read,  that  the  good 
kind  of  honey  comes  into  Turkey,  but  the  sale  of  the 
poisonous  kind  is  prohibited,  consequently  is  not  pro- 
curable. The  inference,  therefore,  is  that  Dr.  Thresh  was 
dealing  with  the  two  kinds. 

Discussion. 

After  some  remarks  from  Mr.  Postans,  in  which  he  urged 
the  importance  of  apiculture,  the  Chairman  pointed  out 
that  a  poisonous  honey  is  collected  in  New  Jersey,  but  no- 
where else  in  the  United  States,  and  Mr.  Naylor  described 
the.  tedious  nature  of  the  operations  for  the  extraction 
of  the  honey  with  alcohol,  throwing  out  the  sugges- 
tion that  the  prolonged  heating  which  the  alcoholic 
solutions  are  subjected  to  must  alter  the  character  of 
their  constituents — probably  destroy  the  poisonous  prin- 
ciple. Mr.  Shenstone  (Colchester)  followed  with  a  brief 
account  of  the  examination  of  the  stomachs  of  several 
sheep  which  had  died  through,  he  believed,  eating  rhodo- 
dendron leaves.  He  would  look  further  into  the  matter  now 
that  it  was  suggested  that  they  are  poisonous.  Mr.  Thistle- 
ton  Dyer  pointed  out  that  the  early  writers  referred  the 
oleander  indifferently  to  rhododendron  and  nerium,  and  this 
confusion  must  be  taken  into  account.  While  there  was  no 
doubt  in  his  mind  that  Azalia,  pontica  is  a  likely  source  of 
the  poison,  the  oleander  also  exists  in  the  Trebizonde  region, 
and  he  recalled  the  fact  that  Dean  Stanley,  in  his  book  on 
the  Holy  Land,  speaks  of  the  abundance  of  the  oleander 
there.  He  had  found  also  that  the  flowers  of  the  oleander 
have  poisoned  a  child,  and  might  therefore  convey  toxic 
properties  to  honey  collected  from  them.  Professor  Att- 
field sympathised  with  Dr.  Thresh  on  the  somewhat  abor- 
tive results  of  the  investigation,  and  admired  the  combination 
of  the  chemist,  botanist,  physiologist,  and  wholesale  manu- 
facturer in  such  work.  He  trusted  that  they  would  continue  to 
combine  their  labours,  for  it  was  in  this  way  that  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society  could  promote  research.  Mr.  Holmes 
pointed  out  that,  although  bees  gather  honey  from  poisonous 
flowers  [e  g.  aconite),  the  honey  may  not  be  poisonous,  and 
Mr.  Martindale  was  surprised  that  no  trace  of  a  solan- 
aceous  product  was  found  in  the  honey.  He  also  mentioned 
the  fact  that  in  this  country  bees  gather  honey  from  erica- 
cious plants  (c  g.  heather),  and  it  is  the  most  highly  esteemed. 
Thanks  were  duly  accorded  to  the  author  and  his  colleagues, 
and  Mr.  P.  Ransom  was  called  upon  to  read  a  paper  on  the 
alkaloidal  value  of 

Ipecacuanha  from  India. 

In  this  he  referred  to  the  introduction  of  the  plant  into 
India  in  1866  and  the  gradual  extension  of  the  cultivation 
until  1877,  when  plants  were  distributed  in  various  parts  of 
India.  Dr.  King,  of  the  Calcutta  Botanic  Gardens,  had  given  up 
hopes  of  success,  but,  as  recently  reported  in  The  Chemist 
and  Druggist  (September  24,  p.  395),  another  effort  is  to 
be  made  to  cultivate  the  valuable  plant.  The  specimen  of 
the  root  which  he  examined  was  given  to  him  by  Mr.  Holmes. 
It  resembled  the  Brazil  root  in  appearance  and  yielded  on 
assay  177  per  cent,  of  emetine,  the  average  of  the  Brazil  root 
being  1  66  per  cent. 

Mr.  Thistleton  Dyer  then  spoke  at  great  length  on  the 
history  of  the  cultivation  of  ipecacuanha  in  India.  This  was 
commenced  in  1866  by  Dr.  King,  who  took  out  from  Eew  a 
plant  which  was  the  only  survivor  of  a  case  received  from 
Brazil.  This  plant  died  in  December,  1868,  but  up  to  that  time 
had  yielded  nine  plants  at  Calcutta  and  five  at  Darjeeling. 
That  was  not  considered  successful,  and  the  next  one  to  enter 
the  field  was  Dr.  Anderson,  who  got  fresh  plants  from  the 
Edinburgh  Botanic  Gardens,  from  Kew,  and  also  from 
Belgium.  There  were  about  fifty  altogether,  and  these  were 
taken  out  in  1871.  Ipecacuanha  is  a  plant  of  slow  growth, 
very  tender,  and  a  most  discouraging  one  to  work  with. 
Nevertheless,  by  1873  a  total  of  7,000  plants  had  been  reared 
from  those  which  had  been  taken  out.  About  this  time  Mr. 
McNab,  of  Edinburgh,  found  that  if  the  rhizome  were 
cut  into  little  bits,  these  little  bits  when  planted 
afforded  new  plants.  This  gave  impetus  to  the  experiments, 
and  now  there  are  63,000  plants  in  India  under  glass.  Much 
of  this  success  is  due  to  the  efforts  of  Mr.  Jeffrey  at  Sikkim. 
Mr.  Lindsay,  curator  of  the  Edinburgh  Gardens,  also  dis- 
covered that  if  the  leaf  of  ipecacuanha  be  placed  in  moist 
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sand  it  propagates  a  plant.  This  seemed  to  lend  hopes  to  the 
Indian  workers,  but  when  the  method  was  tried  there  it 
would  not  work.  After  some  further  references  to  the  origin 
of  the  Kew  and  of  the  Edinburgh  plants,  Mr.  Dyer  said  that 
there  seemed  to  be  some  difference  between  them ;  it  was 
perfectly  observable  during  cultivation,  and  in  the  course  of 
time  the  Edinburgh  plants  had  died  out,  while  the  Kew  ones 
thrived.  He  was  glad  to  think  that  at  last  they  had  some 
result  from  the  long-continued  experiments,  and  he  impressed 
upon  his  hearers  that  ipecacuanha  cultivation  in  India  is 
still  in  the  experimental  stage.  Up  till  1877  26  lbs.  of  root 
had  been  obtained.  He  would  like  to  know  where  the  root 
which  Mr.  Eansom  had  examined  came  from.  He  had 
strong  hopes  that  the  plant  would  flourish  at  Sikkim.  He 
■quoted  from  the  1886  report  of  the  Forest  Department  of 
the  Straits  Settlements,  in  which  it  is  stated  that  the  ipe- 
cacuanha plant  grows  there  with  all  the  luxuriance  of 
its  native  country.  The  soil  and  climatic  influences  seemed 
to  be  specially  suited  for  it,  and  the  reporter,  on 
visiting  Johore,  had  found  1,000  plants  growing  there 
under  the  shade  of  palm-leaves.  Mr.  Dyer  thought  that 
they  could  look  to  that  part  of  the  world  with  some 
hope  of  getting  supplies  of  the  drug,  and  in  concluding 
praised  the  persistence  of  English  workers  in  India,  and  the 
valuable  character  of  such  meetings  as  he  had  then  the 
privilege  of  addressing. 

Mr.  Holmes  said  that  the  remarks  regarding  the  cultiva- 
tion of  ipecacuanha  in  Johore  explained  probably  the  source 
of  the  specimen.  It  had  been  imported  as  a  trial  sample 
"  from  India."  That  might  mean  anything  or  nothing,  and 
on  inquiring  of  the  broker  he  found  that  it  had  been  sent 
from  Singapore.  He  was  glad  to  think  that  a  place  had 
been  found  in  the  Old  World  where  the  drug  could  be 
cultivated. 

Mr.  Postans  asked  Mr.  Kinsom  if  he  was  a  pharma- 
ceutical chemist,  and,  having  got  a  reply  in  the  affirmative, 
he  remarked  that  he  had  thought  so,  and  that  it  was  only 
by  such  men  as  he  doing  such  work  that  they  could  compete 
with  the  stores.  He  suggested  that  emetine  administered 
hypodermically  would  be  an  active  emetic. 

Mr.  MacEwan,  having  mentioned  that  the  late  Professor 
Balfour  had  given  some  attention  to  the  cultivation  of 
ipecacuanha  in  Edinburgh,  and  had  recorded  his  results  in  a 
paper  read  to  the  Royal  Society  there,  the  Chairman  pro- 
posed votes  of  thanks  to  Messrs.  Eansom  and  Dyer. 

Sir  0  ?HANTHUS. 

At  the  request  of  the  chairman  Mr.  Thomas  Cheisty 
exhibited  and  described  several  specimens  of  strophanti) us. 
In  the  course  of  his  remarks  Mr.  Christy  mentioned  that 
since  the  remedy  was  introduced  a  year  ago.  1,340  lbs.  of 
clean  seeds  and  459  lbs.  of  pods  had  been  imported  into 
London — that  is  equal  to  about  1.493  lbs.  of  seeds.  The 
United  States  had  imported  direct  200  lbs.  of  the  seeds.  He 
thought  that  augured  well  for  the  future  of  the  drug.  He 
described  a  new  kind  of  pod  which  he  had  received  from  the 
Niger  district,  and  which  had  a  brown  seed  like  that  of  S. 
Mspidus.  There  was  also  a  small  variety  from  Sumatra 
which  had  the  plume  of  the  seed  reverted  like  the  Natal 
kind.  Strophantlius  Kovibe  was  now  being  cultivated  in 
West  Africa,  Java,  Ceylon,  and  India,  and  was  doing  well. 

Mr.  Holmes  showed  two  kinds  of  leaves  from  plants  culti- 
vated in  Edinburgh  from  the  same  sample  of  strophanthus 
seed.  This  proved  that  the  native  collectors  are  careless  at 
their  work, 

Mr.  Collier  did  not  think  that  the  future  of  strophanthus 
was  so  bright  as  Mr.  Christy  painted  it.  In  the  hospital  to 
which  he  is  attached  there  was  a  run  upon  the  tincture  at 
first,  now  it  was  seldom  ordered.  During  the  past  month  he 
had  dispensed  4  pints  of  tincture  of  digitalis,  but  no  strophan- 
thus tincture.  Since  it  was  introduced  he  had  only  used 
2  pints  of  the  latter  tincture. 

Mr.  It.  Robinson  remarked  that  the  dose  of  the  tinc- 
ture was  much  smaller  than  digitalis,  and  Mr.  Collier 
should  multiply  his  quantity  by  three.  To  this  Mr.  Collier 
replied  that  they  had  forty  patients  on  digitalis  at  present 
and  none  on  strophanthus.  The  Chairman  thought  they 
should  not  discredit  a  new  drug  because  it  was  little  used. 
Strophanthus  was  at  present  in  the  hands  of  scientific  and 
medical  investigators,  and  he  would  be  surprised  if  the  result 
did  not  turn  out  in  its  favour.    He  remembered  hearing 


Faraday  once  say  that  he  did  not  conduct  any  of  his  scien- 
tific investigations  with  the  prospect  of  a  commercial  ap- 
plication, but  ultimately  the  most  scientific  researches  were 
turned  to  practical  uses. 

Specimens. 

Mr.  Holmes  then  called  attention  to  a  large  number  of 
recent  additions  to  the  museum,  which  included  a  collection 
of  Chilian  and  Indian  plants,  a  spurious  chiretta  (Opltelia 
alata)  paler  in  colour  and  less  bitter  than  the  true  kind; 
sandal-wood  oil,  distilled  by  Mr.  Umney  from  Fiji  wood,  the 
yield  being  much  larger  than  from  Indian  wood;  also  a 
sample  of  undoubtedly  genuine  oil  from  Madras.  There 
were  also  specimens  from  the  Manchester  Exhibition,  from 
Messrs.  J.  A.  Wink  &  Co.,  Burroughs,  Wellcome  &  Co.,  Potter 
&  Clarke,  and  others,  which  were  briefly  referred  to. 

The  proceedings  then  terminated. 


THE  OPSIOMETER. 

The  apparatus  illustrated  below  has  been  devised  by  Messrs. 
J.  Raphael  &  Co.,  of  13  Oxford  Street,  with  a  view  of  pro- 
viding a  ready  means  for  ascertaining  the  exact  sight  re- 
quired by  any  spectacle  customer.  The  instrument  is  similar 
in  appearance  to  the  revolving  stereoscope,  and  its  principle 
will  be  readily  understood.  By  means  of  the  knobs,  lenses 
of  varying  powers  are  brought  level  with  the  eye-holes,  and 
the  customer  reads  through  them  a  piece  of  printed  matter 
fixed  at  a  proper  focal  distance.  He  soon  ascertains  which 
is  the  power  which  most  perfectly  suits  his  sight,  and  this 


done  all  that  remains  is  to  satisfy  him  in  regard  to  style 
and  price.  The  instrument  contains  36  pairs  of  lenses  in  all, 
extending  from  5  to  48  convex,  and  from  0000  to  12  con- 
cave. Any  sight  outside  these  ranges  is  one  of  such  a  dis- 
eased nature  that  it  should  be  treated  specially  by  an  oculist. 
The  occasional  cases  of  odd  eye-sights,  that  is  to  say,  of  eyes 
which  require  lenses  of  different  powers  for  each,  can  be  met 
by  this  instrument,  as  the  right  and  left  rollers  are  inde- 
pendent the  one  of  the  other.  By  the  side  of  each  eye-hole 
is  another  aperture  where  is  shown  the  number  of  the  lens 
corresponding  with  the  one  which  has  been  looked  through. 
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personalities. 


Mb.  J.  James,  homceopathic  chemist,  High  Street,  Weston- 
super-Mare,  has  disposed  of  his  business  to  Mr.  W.  Watson. 

Me.  Young,  late  of  Banwell,  Somerset,  has  commenced 
business  at  South  Street,  Great  Torrington. 

The  drug  establishment  lately  carried  on  by  Mr.  Wood,  of 
Bridgehouses,  Sheffield,  has  been  closed.  Mr.  Wood,  we 
understand,  has  retired  from  business. 

Mr.  Gwyllim  Evans,  of  Llanelly,  sails  for  Bombay  on 
November  24,  with  the  intention  of  visiting  the  chief  places 
of  interest  in  India,  and  also  to  escape  the  English  winter. 

Messes.  MaxFeeees  have  commenced  business  as  dealers 
in  chemical  products  at  31  Bue  des  Petites  Ecuries,  Paris. 

Me.  F.  Baeey,  of  11  Green's  End,  Woolwich,  formerly  of 
Shaftesbury,  is  opening  a  branch  business  at  18  Broadway, 
Barking,  Essex. 

The  business  formerly  carried  on  by  Mr.  T.  Tyler,  chemist, 
at  24  Comberton  Hill,  Kidderminster,  has  been  disposed  of 
to  Mr.  J.  T.  Griffin,  of  that  town. 

Me.  J.  Gievan,  of  289  Scotland  Eoad,  Liverpool,  has 
taken  the  premises  until  recently  in  the  occupation  of  Mr. 
Alexander  Laing,  chemist  and  druggist,  345  Scotland  Boad, 
and  is  about  to  re-open  the  same. 

Me.  J.  Shemmonds,  Old  Christchurch  Boad,  Bournemouth, 
having  retired  from  the  drug  trade,  has  disposed  of  his 
business  to  Mr.  Jones,  of  Upper  Baker  Street,  Begent's  Park, 
N.W.,  who  intends  carrying  it  on  as  a  branch  establish- 
ment. 

Municipal  Honours. — Mr.  William  Doig,  chemist,  has 
been  appointed  a  bailie  of  Dundee,  a  position  which  he 
has  previously  held ;  and  two  other  knights  of  the  pestle, 
Messrs.  D.  H.  Ferrier  and  D.  J.  McKinnon,  have  obtained 
seats  on  the  Council. 

Mr.  William  Gabites,  of  Upper  Warwick  Street  and 
North  John  Street,  Liverpool,  has  taken  newly-erected  pre- 
mises in  St.  John's  Lane,  Liverpool,  on  the  site  of  the  old 
St.  George's  Bazaar,  and  the  business  of  the  North  John  Street 
branch  has  been  transferred  to  the  new  premises. 

Among  the  mayors  elected  on  Wednesday  the  following 
are  in  the  craft : — Mr.  G.  Light,  chemist  and  druggist,  for 
Arundel ;  Mr.  Alderman  Moscrop,  J. P.,  wholesale  druggist, 
for  Bolton;  and  Mr.  Henry  Badcock,  chemist  and  druggist, 
for  Lymicgton.  Mr.  Light  is  returned  as  a  Liberal  Unionist, 
the  other  two  are  descrioed  as  Conservatives. 

Mr.  Thomas  Geeenish's  Ameeican  Toue. — The  Phar- 
maceutisclie  Rundschau,  of  New  York,  one  of  the  principal 
German- American  pharmaceutical  journals,  comments  upon 
the  recent  American  journey  of  Mr.  Thomas  Greenish,  "  one 
of  the  most  prominent  representative  men  of  British  phar- 
macy," who  arrived  at  New  York  on  September  5,  and  sailed 
again  for  England  on  October  15.  Mr.  Greenish,  our  American 
contemporary  states,  passed  a  considerable  part  of  his  time 
at  New  York,  but  also  paid  visits  to  Washington,  Bichmond, 
Baltimore,  Chicago,  Detroit,  Ann  Arbor,  Boston,  Philadelphia, 
and  the  Niagara  Falls,  and,  in  Canada,  to  Toronto  and  Mont- 
real. Mr.  Greenish  made  it  a  point  to  visit  and  inspect  the 
pharmaceutical  schools  in  these  places,  but  as  regards  teach- 
ing he  could  only  be  present  at  the  classes  of  the  Philadelphia 
College  of  Pharmacy,  all  other  schools  being  closed  for  the 
summer  vacation.  Mr.  Greenish  avoided  all  ostentatious 
manifestations  of  welcome  and  the  lionising  which,  according 
to  the  bad  manners  prevailing  in  the  United  States  in  that  par- 
ticular respect,  it  was  intended  to  accord  to  him  in  certain 
places.  In  the  cities  visited  by  him  he  called  upon  those  brother- 
pharmacists  whose  acquaintance  he  desired  to  make.  He 
came  with  the  object  to  see  men  and  things  at  their  everyday 
work,  and  not  in  decorated  holiday  attire.  This  object  he 
attained  to  his  entire  satisfaction,  and  all  the  more  easily 
because  he  followed  a  fixed  plan  of  travel,  and  was  possessed 
of  a  critical  judgment  and  an  eye  trained  by  the  experience 
of  extensive  journeys  in  continental  countries.  Mr.  Greenish 
visited  the  country  during  a  spell  of  magnificent  weather ; 
he  saw  the  richness  of  its  colouring,  the  abundance  of  its 


harvest,  and  the  splendid  gold  and  purple  autumn  tints  of 
its  forests.  He  has  carried  away  the  most  favourable  im- 
pressions of  the  magnitude,  fertility,  and  natural  beauties  of 
the  United  States.  Washington,  Chicago,  and  Boston  are 
the  cities  which  he  most  admired,  and  he  also  thought 
highly  of  the  country  round  about  New  York.  Among 
pharmaceutical  colleges  he  awards  the  palm  to  Philadelphia, 
Ann  Arbor,  Chicago,  and  Boston,  and  of  the  works  visited 
by  him  to  those  of  Dr.  Squibb,  in  Brooklyn  ;  Barke,  Davis  & 
Co.,  in  Detroit ;  and  Johnson  &  Johnson,  in  New  Brunswick. 
Professor  Prescott,  of  Ann  Arbor,  Michigan,  in  mentioning 
Mr.  Greenish's  visit  to  his  university,  speaks  of  him  as  one 
of  the  strong  supporters  of  an  advance  in  methods  of  phar- 
maceutical education.  From  what  follows  we  judge  that 
either  Professor  Prescott  did  not  take  notes,  or  else  our  ex- 
President  did  a  little  "blowing"  when  he  got  out  West. 
He  is  reputed  to  have  stated  that  they  (the  British  Pharma- 
ceutical Society)  have  already  15,000/.  sterling,  and  the 
ground  secured  in  the  heart  of  London  for  the  projected 
Laboratory  of  Besearch  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society. 


MITCHAM  LAVENDEB  WATEE. 
Messes.  John  Jakson  k  Co.,  of  Mitcham  Boad,  are  now 
putting  up  a  very  fine  variety  of  lavender  water  in  lj-lb. 
bottles,  provided  with  their  seal  and  label.  The  water  is  a 
by-product  in  the  distillation  of  essential  oil  of  lavender, 
which  they  carry  on  at  their  woiks  on  an  extensive  scale. 
This  lavender  water  is  of  course  non-spirituous,  being  simply 
the  residue  of  the  oil  which  cannot  easily  be  removed  from 
the  water  when  the  condensed  vapour  flows  from  the  tap  in 
the  cooling-vat,  and  part  of  the  water  itself.  But  it  is 
extremely  refreshing  and  of  a  highly  agreeable  odour,  and 
being  placed  on  the  market  at  a  popular  price,  ought,  we 
think,  to  command  a  ready  sale. 


@bifuar|r. 


[Notices  of  Marriages  and  Deaths  are  inserted  free  if  seni 
rvith  proper  authentication.'] 

Addinell.— On  October  25,  Mr.  John  Addinell,  chemist 
and  druggist,  North  Fort  Street,  Leith.    Aged  49. 

Cunningham. — On  August  28,  at  Yarrum,  South  Gipps- 
land,  Vic  ,  Oscar  W.  Cunningham,  late  of  London,  in  his  25th- 
year.  Mr.  Cunningham  was  apprenticed  to  Mr.  Bowley,  of 
Norwich,  England,  and  passed  his  examination  as  a  chemist 
and  druggist  in  1883.  He  had  subsequently  some  good 
London  experience,  and  went  to  Victoria  in  October  last  for 
the  benefit  of  his  health.  After  some  months  in  the  service 
of  Mr.  Blackett,  he  purchased  the  business  of  Mr.  Paul 
Klusathel  at  Yarrum.  His  health  had  improved  during  the 
first  part  of  his  stay  in  Victoria,  and  the  news  of  his  death 
came  as  a  shock  to  many. 

Edwards. — On  November  1,  Mr.  James  Edwards,  chemist 
and  druggist,  High  Street,  Leicester.    Aged  63. 


Pepper-growing  in  Johore. — At  Johore  a  fair  average 
crop  of  pepper  is  calculated  at  20  piculs  to  the  acre,  and  a 
good  crop  28  piculs  to  the  acre.  Of  this  product  there  are 
two  crops  a  year,  the  ordinary  dried  berries  being  sold  as 
black  pepper.  The  white  comes  from  the  ripest  berries, 
which  are  let  lie  in  a  heap  for  some  days  to  ferment,  when 
the  skins  are  removed  by  the  coolies  trampling  amongst 
them  ;  they  are  then  washed  and  dried  upon  an  improvised 
drying-apparatus,  on  which  they  are  spread  with  a  slow  fire 
beneath.  The  cost  of  laying  out  a  garden  does  not  exceed 
$100  per  acre.  Gambier  is  grown  simultaneously  with  the 
pepper  in  order  that  the  refuse  may  be  used  as  manure  for 
the  latter.  Pepper  and  gambier  are  among  the  staple  pro- 
ducts of  Johore,  nearly  two-thirds  of  the  exports  of  these 
articles  from  Singapore  being  produced  in  the  territory  of 
the  Sultan  of  Johore. 
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PARTNERSHIPS  DISSOLVED. 

Chapman,  H.,  &  Wells,  E.,  St.  Nicholas  Street,  Tanner's 
Hill,  Deptford,  under  the  style  of  Chapman  &  Wells, 
beer  bottlers  and  mineral-water  manufacturers ;  and 
Lewisham  High  Road,  Old  Kent  Road,  and  Fulham 
Road,  under  the  style  of  Woolverton  &  Co.,  beer,  wine, 
and  spirit  merchants. 

Claeke,  T.  M.,  &  Hornby,  A.,  Richmond,  pharmaceutical 
chemists. 

Cookson~&  Co.,  Neweastle-on-Tyne,  Howdon-on-Tyne,  Wil- 
lington  Quay-on-Tyne,  and  Northumberland  Dock-on- 
Tyne,  lead  merchants,  lead  smelters,  and  lead  manufac- 
turers, antimony  refiners,  and  Venetian  red  makers ;  as 
far  as  regards  J.  Cookson. 

HAEGEEAVE  &  Southerst,  Manchester,'  flint-glass  bottle 
manufacturers  ;  by  the  death  of  H.  Hargreave. 

Ingham,  Thoenber  &  Co.,  Padiham,  chemical  manufac- 
turers. 

Mawson,  R.,  &  Co.,  Manchester,  mineral  and  colour  im- 
porters and  chemical  merchants,  as  far  as  regards  J. 
Mountford. 

THE  BANKRUPTCY  ACT,  1883. 

Receiving  Orders. 
Cliffoed,  Frederick,  &  Brand,  Charles  Fish  (trading 
as  J.  Hollis),  Rendlesham  Road,  Clapton,  drysalters. 

Mason,  Walter  Henry,  Derby  (trading  with  J.  Baum  as 
Mason  &  Co.,  at  New  Humberstone,  Leicestershire), 
paint,  colour,  varnish,  glue,  and  size  manufacturer. 

Thomae,  Frederick  (trading  as  Frederick  Thomae  &  Co.), 
Crouch  Hall  Road,  Hornsey,  and  Mincing  Lane  and 
Mark  Lane,  City,  merchant. 

First  Meetings  and  Public  Examinations. 

Cann,  Feedeeick,  Bridgnorth,  veterinary  surgeon.  Nov.  16, 
County  Court  Office,  Madeley ;  Nov.  16,  County  Court, 
Madeley. 

Glanville,  Francis  Feeeatus,  Clareville  Grove,  late  of 
Queen's  Gate,  South  KensingtoD,  surgeon.  Nov.  15, 
Bankruptcy  Buildings,  Portugal  Street,  Lincoln's  Inn 
Fields  ;  Nov.  25,  34  Lincoln's  Inn  Fields. 

Hellowell,  John,  Leeds,  chemist  and  druggist.  Nov.  11, 
Official  Receiver's  Office,  Leeds ;  Nov.  22,  County  Court- 
house, Leeds. 

Mason,  Waltee  Henry,  Derby  (trading  with  J.  Baum  as 
Mason  &  Co.,  at  New  Humberstone,  Leicestershire), 
paint,  colour,  varnish,  glue,  and  size  manufacturer. 
Nov.  12,  28  Friar  Lane,  Leicester ;  Dec.  14,  Castle, 
Leicester. 

Adjudications. 

Clifford,  Fredeeick,  &  Brand,  Charles  Fish  (trading 
as  J.  Hollis),  Rendlesham  Boad^Clapton,  drysalters. 

Glanville,  Feancis  Feeeatus,  Clareville  Grove,  late  of 
Queen's  Gate,  South  Kensington,  surgeon. 

Tromans,  Samuel,  Tamworth,  out  of  business,  late  hotel 
keeper  and  aerated- water  manufacturer. 

Notices  of  Dividends. 
Anderton,  John,  Derby,  mineral-water  manufacturer.  First 
and  final  div.  of  Is.  7\d.,  Nov.  9,  Official  Receiver's  office, 
Derby. 

Tratt,  Frederick,  Appledore,  Northam,  Devon,  surgeon. 
Second  div.  of  'is  ,  any  clay,  Official  Receiver's  office, 
Taunton. 

Small,  Edward,  Hastings,  manager  of  a  mineral-water 
manufactory.  First  and  final  div.  of  2s.,  Nov.  10, 
4  Pavilion  Buildings,  Brighton. 

Order  made  on  Application  for  Discharge. 

James,  George  Robert,  High  Street,  Sydenham,  veterinary 
surgeon  and  farrier.    Application  refused. 


TRADE-MARKS  APPLIED  FOE. 


fTHE  Trade  Marks  Journal  publishes  the  following  notice :— "  Any  persoa 
who  has  good  grounds  for  objection  to  the  registration  of  any  of  the 
following  marks  may,  within  two  months  of  the  date  of  this  journal,  give 
notice  in  duplicate  at  the  Patent  Office,  in  the  form  '  J,'  in  the  second 
schedule  to  the  Trade  Marks  Rules,  1883,  of  opposition  to  such  registra- 
tion." The  address  of  the  Patent  Office  is  Southampton  Buildings. 
London,  W.O. 


From  the  "  Trade  Marks  Journal"  November  2  and  9,  1337. 

"  British  Hygienic  Society's  Almond  Popoline,"  other 
wording  and  figure  of  a  boat  on  label ;  for  an  ointment 
for  the  feet.  By  Marcus  Leon  (trading  as  the  British 
Hygienic  Society),  60  and  70  Mark  Lane,  E.C.  59,018. 

" Catmelline,"  and  signature  of  depositor;  for  toilet 
articles,  preparations  for  the  teeth  and  hair,  &c.  61,247. 
"  Pearlos,"  and  signature  ;  for  liquids,  powders  and  soap 
for  the  teeth.  61,250.  By  A.  Brooker,  chemist,  Hastings. 

"  Cerevisine  "  (white  letters  on  black  ground)  ;  for  a  liquid 
compound  for  making  herb  beer.  By  R.  Mumford, 
chemist,  Splotland,  Cardiff.  61,252. 

"  Dear's  Houndmeal,"  with  an  oval  margin ;  for  a  dog 
food.  By  R.  J.  Rastrick  (trading  as  S.  E.  Dear  &  Co., 
Bishopstock.  63,195. 

Figure  of  a  pagoda ;  for  cutch  dyes,  resins,  tanning  sub- 
stances, &c.  By  Milne  &  Co.,  East  India  merchants, 
191  West  George  Street,  Glasgow.  64,282. 

Figure  of  a  flagstaff  and  flag,  with  the  word  "Puritas"  on 
the  latter ;  for  water  filters.  By  Kieson  &  Co.,  26 
Basinghall  Street,  E.C.  64,339. 

"Peopert's  Kid  Renovating  Cream,"  and  other  wording 
on  label ;  for  the  cream.  By  B.  Beddow  &  Sons,  142 
Battersea  Park  Road,  S.W.  64,390. 

"  Diamond  "  ;  for  philosophical  and  other  instruments.  By 
J.  G.  Grant  (trading  as  Grant  &  Co.),  18  Glasshouse 
Street,  W.  64,931. 

"Spratts'  Fish  Patent,"  on  figure  of  a  biscuit;  for  food 
and  relishes.  By  Spratt's  Patent  (Limited),  Henry 
Street,  Tooley  Street,  Southwark.  65,084. 

"Florine";  for  a  hair-wash  and  powder.  By  A.  Brooker 
Hastings.  65,091. 

"  Smith  k,  Gregory"  and  "Windsor  Castle":  for  laundry 
blue  (65,344-65,346);  also  "Smith  &  Gregory";  for 
black-lead  (65,345).  By  Smith  &  Gregory,  Indigo  Blue 
Works,  Bristol. 

"  The  Corrugated  American  Pine  Plaister,  '  The 
Strong  Pynar,'"  on  figure  of  the  U.S.  flag;  for  a 
plaister.  By  H.  W.  Kemp  (trading  as  W.  Kemp  &  Son), 
Horncastle.  65,715. 

"  Quilline  Froth,"  and  signature  of  depositors ;  for  a 
frothing  preparation.  By  Haynes  Sc  Finernore,  4  Whit- 
field Street,  Finsbury,  E.C.  65,857. 

"  Canadian  Extract  of  Beef,"  on  fancy  label ;  for  extract 
of  beef.  By  D.  Pearson  (trading  as  the  Canadian  Meat 
Company),  68  Highfield  Street,  Liverpool.  65,919. 

Figure  of  a  label-border  (plaque-shaped)  ;  for  perfumes  and 
the  like.  By  J.  &  E.  Atkinson,  24  Old  Bond  Street,  W. 
66,121. 

"  Z "  as  a  monogram  ;  for  disinfectants.  By  The  Jarrow 
Chemical  Company  (Limited),  South  Shields.  66,197. 

"  Cock  Brand,"  and  figure  of  a  cock  on  star ;  design  for 
chemical  substances  (Class  2),  66,856 ;  and  for  acids, 
dyes,  glues,  &c.  (Class  1),  66,858.  By  Langdale's 
Chemical  Manure  Company  (Limited),  Newcastle-on- 
Tyne. 

"  Lion  Hair-wash,"  and  figure  of  a  lion-killer :  for  a  hair- 
wash.  By  J.  Mortimer,  trading  as  the  Gouto-Rheumati- 
cine  Co.,  27  Ward's  Buildings,  Deansgate,  Manchester. 
58,239. 
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CONSULS'  REPORTS. 


Africa.  (East  Central). 

The  first  reporb  of  our  consul  at  Zamba,  Eist  Central 
Africa,  contains  particulars  of  the  trade  of  the  Ayassa  terri- 
tories, which  form  a  very  imperfectly  defined  district.  As  yet 
both  the  export  and  the  import  trade  are  insignificant ;  the 
latter,  in  fact,  "  does  not  amount  to  the  ordinary  business  of 
one  company."  As  to  the  former,  the  consul  thinks  that 
there  may  be  room  for  competition,  for,  if  lower  retail  prices 
were  established  and  goods  made  regularly  obtainable, 
settlers  who  now  import  supplies  for  their  own  requirements 
would  then,  in  all  probability,  purchase  on  the  spot ;  and  if, 
in  addition,  the  tastes  and  wants  of  natives  were  sufficiently 
considered,  a  portion  of  the  ivory  which  now  finds  its  way  to 
the  coast,  either  through  the  hands  of  Arabs  or  by  direct 
exportation  on  the  part  of  the  chiefs,  would  undoubtedly  be 
sold  in  the  established  local  European  markets. 

n.,  „  ,  Oil  seeds  grow  freely  in  the  lowlands  of  the 
UU  beeas.  Makololo  country,  and,  if  freights  were  suffi- 
ciently low  and  the  communication  on  the  River  Shire  better 
organised,  this  export  would  doubtless  become  a  paying  one. 
So  far  the  possibilities  of  opening  up  this  industry  do  not 
appear  to  have  received  full  attention. 

r  A-  u  Under  proper  treatment  indiarubber  also  might 
Jndiaruooer.  become  a  profitable  export.  It  is  now  founl 
in  very  small  quantities  only,  and  indeed  can  scarcely 
be  considered  worthy  of  mention.  This  is,  undoubtedly, 
owing  to  the  destructive  method  the  natives  have  of  extract- 
ing the  juice.  At  Mount  Zombi,  the  Landolphin  Floridi 
species  were  found  in  plentiful  quantities,  but  now  the  plant 
is  almost  exterminated.  Rubber  of  this  species  sold  in  Africa 
last  year  for  Is.  6d.  per  lb.  The  cultivation  of  rubber  by 
Europeans  now  appears  to  attract  attention.  A  Ficus 
elistious  plant  is  growing  most  successfully  in  a  private 
garden,  and  the  owner  tells  me  he  proposes  to  propagate 
extensively  from  it. 

j  ,.        Indigo  grows  wild  all  along  the  slopes  of  Mount 
'    9'     Zomba.  It  forms  a  large  bush,  and  is  perennial ; 
its  growth  is  luxuriant,  and  its  cultivation  and  manufacture 
might  possibly  be  undeitiken  with  advantage. 

„.  ,  Cinchona  has  been  introduced,  and  there  is 
every  prospect  that  its  cultivation  will  be  a 
success,  plants  three  years  old  being  now  6  feet  high.  It 
remains  to  be  seen  whether  the  quality  of  the  bark  will  justify 
the  planter's  investment  of  capital,  and  whether  the  state  of 
the  market  will  offer  encouragement.  A  small  plantation  of 
1,000  plants  has  been  formed  this  season  at  Zomba. 

j  Strophanthus  (native  name,  Kombe)  is  a  climb- 
F  '  ing  plant,  from  the  seeds  or  fruit  of  which  a 
1  '  strong  poison  is  extracted.  It  has  attracted 
notice  in  England  through  the  experiments  of  Professor 
Eraser,  to  whom  the  plant  was  introduced  by  Mr.  J.  Buchanan, 
of  Zomba.  Duiiog  last  year  over  1,100  lbs  ,  exported  from 
these  districts,  realised  in  the  London  market  9s  per  lb. 

The  consul  gives  the  following  notes  which  he  has  ob- 
tained from  Mr.  Buchanan  in  reference  to  this  plant : — 
"Strophanthus  is  considered  the  most  powerful  poison 
the  natives  possess.  It  is  found  at  a  low  level,  and,  as 
far  as  I  can  gather  from  personal  observation  and  native 
sources,  is  not  to  be  had  on  the  high  land.  The  supplies 
hitherto  obtained  have  been  drawn  from  the  right  bank 
of  the  River  Shire,  below  the  Murchison  Rapids.  There  is, 
apparently,  more  than  one  species,  or,  at  least,  variety  ;  the 
distinguishing  feature  being  a  much  smaller  pod  and  fewer 
seeds.  At  present  information  relative  to  these  other  varieties 
is  scant.  The  strophanthus  is  a  strong  climbing  plant,  and 
is  always  found  in  the  vicinity  of  high  trees,  on  which  it  sup- 
ports itself.  The  stem  varies  in  diameter,  but  has  an  average 
of  a  few  inches.  It  lies  on  the  ground  in  folds,  the  branches 
supporting  themselves  on  the  nearest  trees.  The  young 
branches  have  a  rod-like  habit,  and  are  in  appearance  not 
unlike  elder.  The  fruit  grows  in  pairs,  and  has  a  peculiar 
appearance,  very  like  a  pair  of  immense  horns  hanging  to  a 
slender  twig.  The  fruit  begins  to  ripen  in  July,  and  lasts 
till  the  end  of  September.  Judging  from  the  few  plants  I 
have  reared  here,  it  would  appear  to  be  a  strong  growing 
plant.    The  natives  are  quite  ignorant  of  its  age,  or  how  old 


a  plant  may  be  before  it  bears  fruit.  The  native  method  of 
preparing  the  poison  is  very  simple.  They  first  clean  the 
seeds  of  their  hairy  appendages,  and  then  pound  them  in  a 
mortar  until  they  have  reduced  them  to  a  pulp.  A  little 
water  is  then  added.  To  the  pulp  is  added  the  bark  of  a 
tree  containing  a  gummy  substance,  which  helps  to  keep  the 
poison  on  the  arrow,  in  event  of  its  striking  against  a  bone. 
The  poison  thus  prepared  is  spread  upon  the  arrow  and 
allowed  to  dry  ;  game  wounded  by  arrows  poisoned  with  stro- 
phanthus die  quickly.  The  flesh  is  eaten  without  evil  effect. 
The  only  precaution  taken  is  to  squeeze  the  juice  of  the 
baobab  bark  on  the  wound  made  by  the  arrow,  and  this 
counteracts  the  evil  effect  of  the  poison.  Buffalo  and  all 
smaller  game  are  killed  by  this  poison." 


Otto  of 
Roses. 


Bulgaria. 

The  1888  yield  of  rose-leaves  was  a  very  heavy 
one,  but  the  quality  left  to  be  desired.  The 
flowers  contained  too  much  moisture  and  nat 
sufficient  oil.  The  production  of  otto  is  about  7,000  oz. 
(English)  in  excess  of  last  year,  being  about  92  000  oz.  (Eng- 
lish). The  prices  continue  to  fall.  The  export  trade  is  in  a 
very  depressed  condition.  There  is  little  demand  from  Europe. 
A  large  stock  is  still  on  hand  from  the  previous  year. 

Chili. 

For  i  n  ^ar  consu^  a*'  Valparaiso,  in  a  report  on  the 
7j,„^r£.0    trade  of  Chili,  takes  a  much  less  desponding 


Traders 
in  Chili. 


view  of  the  future  of  British  trade  in  that 
country  than  does  our  representative  at  Santiago. 
The  former  remarks  : — English  houses  import  from  all  parts 
of  Europe,  and  bring  cargoes  of  sacks  from  Calcutta,  and  of 
rice  from  Rangoon,  and  lumber  from  Paget  Sound.  German 
houses  do  the  same  when  they  can.  In  some  branches  the 
English  do  more  than  the  Germans  ;  in  others  they  are  out- 
done by  them.  The  Germans  give  a  great  deal  more  credit 
to  their  buyers  than  the  English  do,  and  in  this  way  increase 
their  sales.  They  are  also  more  pushing  in  their  mode  of 
selling,  and  sell  many  articles  of  very  little  value,  such  as 
toys,  false  jewellery,  &c.  Another  thing  is  that  many  more 
small  German  houses  start  business  here  than  English. 
Young  German  clerks  get  a  little  credit  in  Hamburg,  and 
with  the  foreign  houses  here,  and  begin.  Many  of  them  fail, 
but  while  they  last  they  increase  the  volume  of  business,  and 
some  of  them  of  course  succeed  and  do  well.  There  is  no 
want  of  commercial  travellers  from  England,  and  all  other 
parts  of  the  world,  here.  Whether  they  do  much  direct 
business  is  a  question ;  the  fluctuations  in  the  value  of 
a  paper  currency  are  against  them ;  but,  in  any  case,  they 
can  carry  the  knowledge  gained  to  their  respective  countries. 
In  general,  Great  Britain  has  got — and  seems  likely  to  keep — 
a  fair  share  of  the  Chilian  trade  ;  while  there  are  other 
manufacturing  nations,  it  is  impossible  for  her  to  have  all. 

Danish  Colonies. 

„  ,  f  The  commerce  of  the  island  of  St.  Thomas  is 
„.  ~.  6  greatly  on  the  decline  owing  to  the  tendency  of 
Cst.  l  no  mas.  the  adjacenfc  isiands  to  enter  into  direct  com- 
mercial relations  with  the  outer  world.  But  a  very  few 
years  back  St.  Thomas  was  the  chief  depot  for  many  West 
Indian  islands  and  the  east  coast  of  South  America  ;  now 
she  furnishes  goods  to  but  a  few  of  the  neighbouring  islands, 
whose  wants  are  not  yet  sufficiently  large  to  encourage 
steam-vessels  to  visit  them  regularly.  Even  the  sister  island 
of  St.  Croix  is  fast  giving  up  seeking  merchandise  from 
St.  Thomas,  as  she  has  been  able  to  attract  steam-vessels  to 
Fxederiksted,  where  regular  calls  are  now  made.  The  total 
imports  fell  from  a  value  of  #1,771,791  in  1885-6  to 
#1,237,600  in  1886-7,  perfumery  from  #7,520  to  #5,030, 
drugs  and  medicines  from  #16,695  to  #15,070,  and  paints 
from  #9,430  to  #3,780. 

Malta. 

p,  German  pharmaceutical  articles  compete  se- 

1  narma-  verely  with  those  of  British  origin,  and  a  large 
revticat  quantity  or  French  drugs  and  articles  of  per- 
lmports.    fumery  are  also  used.    Surgical  instruments  in 

metal  and  indiarubber  are  bought  in  Germany,  where_  they 

are  cheapest. 
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Crab*  Stport, 


Notice  to  Retail  Buyers :- It  should  be  remembered  that  the  quotations  in  this 
section  are  invariably  the  lowest  net  cash  prices  actually  paid  for  large 
quantities  in  bulk.  In  many  cases  allowances  have  to  be  added  before 
ordinary  pj  ices  can  be  ascertained.  Frequently  goods  must  be  picked  and 
sorted  to  suit  the  demands  of  the  retail  trade,  causing  much  labour  and 
the  accumulation  of  rejections,  not  all  of  which  are  suitable,  even  for 
manufacturing  purposes. 

It  should  also  be  recollected  that  for  many  articles  the  range  of  quality  is 
very  wide. 

42  Cannon  Street,  E.C.,  November  10. 

THE  gradual,  if  slow,  improvement  which  has  been  notice- 
able lately  in  the  drug  and  chemical  trades  has  con- 
tinued since  our  last  report,  and  a  good  many  articles,  some 
of  them  of  considerable  importance,  are  dearer  to-day  than 
they  were  last  week.  The  improvement  in  heavy  chemicals 
has  been  most  pronounced  in  ammonia  sulphate,  camphor 
(crude  and  refined),  and  sulphate  of  copper.  Borax  and 
iodine  are  very  steady,  and  an  advance  in  quicksilver  is 
expected  every  day.  On  the  other  hand,  arsenic, 
caustic  soda,  and  soda  crystals  are,  if  anything,  a 
shade  easier.  For  cubebs  and  senega  root  more  money 
has  been  paid,  but  ergot  of  rye  and  opium  seem 
gradually  to  lose  ground.  As  regard  drysalteries,  the  prin- 
cipal alterations  consist  of  a  fuither  advance  in  shellac, 
China  galls,  certain  varieties  of  gum  arabic,  Madagascar 
animi  and  ordinary  varieties  of  Kowrie  gum.  Block  gambier 
and  Bengal  turmeric,  however,  are  lower.  Among  spices, 
Cochin  ginger  and  pepper  have  fallen  in  value,  while  cloves 
are  rather  better.  A  decline  in  petroleum  is  balanced  some- 
what by  the  advance  of  turpentine  and  rape-oil. 


The  Board  of  Trade  returns  for  October,  which  are  treated 
in  detail  on  another  page,  disclose  a  very  satisfactory  state 
of  things,  and  afford  evidence  that  the  improvement  in  nearly 
all  branches  of  trade,  although  it  is  not  a  sensational  one,  is 
progressing  steadily  and  without  interruption. 


We  call  attention  to  interesting  information  on  stro- 
phantus and  Indian  ipecacuanha  in  this  issue.  Some  of  the 
latter,  grown  in  Johore,  was  recently  sold  in  the  Lane,  and 
the  day  seems  not  far  distant  when  we  shall  be  able  to  look 
to  our  Indian  possessions  for  at  least  the  partial  filling  of 
our  requirements  of  this  drug. 


Lord  Mayor's  Day  somewhat  interfered  with  business  this 
week,  and  the  spice  sales,  which  are  held  every  Wednesday, 
were  postponed  on  that  account  until  to-day. 


In  another  part  of  this  issue  will  be  found  an  account  of 
the  criminal  action  brought  by  E.  Merck,  the  German 
chemical  manufacturer,  against  the  firm  of  Lehn  &  Fink,  of 
New  York.  The  case  is  creating  great  interest  in  America 
on  account  of  the  peculiar  statements  made  by  some  of  the 
witnesses. 


Acid  (Citeic). — It  is  reported  that  the  enquiry  has  been 
rather  better  since  last  week.  If  so,  this  has  not  visibly 
affected  the  pi  ice,  which  still  remains  Is.  7^d.  to  Is.  7\d. 

Acid  (Oxalic)  without  improvement  at  Qd.  per  lb.,  sal 
■actios  quiet  at  6d.       ■  " 

■  Acid  (Tartaeic)  remains  very  depressed,  and  prices  show 
further  signs  of  falling;  foreign  Is.  6±d.  to  Is.  &\d.,  English 
nominally  Is.  Id.  per  lb. 

Alum. — Bather  quiet  at  61.  per  ton  for  ground,  and 
51.  7s.  6d.  for  loose  lump. 

Ammonia  Compounds.— In  Carbonate  no  alteration  has 
occurred,  the  article  remaining  slow  at  Qd.  less  a  heavy  dis- 
count. Sal  ammoniac  maintains  its  price  of  34s.  for  firsts  and 
32s.  for  seconds.  Sulphate  has  advanced  to  111.  8s.  Qd.  in 
London  for  24  per  cent,  grey,  Beckton  sulphate  being  held 
very  high  at  IK  15s.,  and  11/.  7s.  6d.  at  Hull. 


Anise. — There  is  a  fair  demand  for  seed  of  the  new  Russian 
crop,  but  prices  show  no  hardening  whatever.  Russian  seed 
is  held  at  21s.  to  24».,  Spanish  at  50s.  to  53s.,  and  Italian  at 
38s.  to  42s.  for  good  to  fine.   The  latter  grade  is  inquired  for. 

Aesenic  is  not  quite  so  firm  as  last  week,  and  lis.  3d.  per 
cwt.  will  now  buy  good  white  powder. 

Bleaching  Powder. — Very  firm,  with  business  at  81.  15s. 

Boeax  a  shade  firmer,  second-hand  holders  asking,  ac- 
cording to  brand,  from  271.  to  30Z.  per  ton. 

Camphor. —  Crude  has  advanced  since  our  last  report  up  to 
72s.  6d.  per  cwt.  having  been  paid  for  large  quantities  of 
Japan  on  the  spot.  These  transactions  have  induced  holders 
to  advance  their  pretensions.  Refined  is  also  becoming 
rather  scarce ;  there  is  a  very  good  demand,  and  makers  have 
advanced  prices  Id.  per  lb.,  say  Is.  per  lb.  for  bells. 

Canary  Seed. — The  demand  keeps  up  steadily  both  for 
the  home  and  export  trade,  while  sellers  are  more  reserved. 
With  comparatively  short  arrivals,  of  which  a  portion  was 
shipped  off  again  before  being  landed,  the  sellers  had  the  best 
of  the  position,  and  in  some  instances  as  much  as  42s.  per 
464  lbs.  was  paid  for  fair  average  Turkish  seed  stored  in 
Liverpool.  In  London  values  for  the  same  class  of  seed 
remained  unaltered  at  43s.  to  45s.  The  aggregate  shipments 
from  Rodosto  and  Constantinople  since  the  beginning  of  the 
season  have  so  far  reached  27,457  bales,  of  which  9,731  were 
consigned  to  British  ports,  6,687  to  New  York,  and  the  rest 
to  the  Continent.  To  judge  from  these  returns,  arrivals  will 
keep  up  fairly  well  throughout  the  winter  months.  The  ex- 
port demand  is  beginning  to  fall  off,  while  La  Plata  and  Dutch 
seed  are  coming  more  to  the  front.  The  former  country 
has  effected  its  first  sales  of  the  season  in  the  New  York 
market,  while  Dutch  holders  have  reduced  prices  to  about 
47s.  to  49s.  in  order  to  meet  the  English  demand,  but  pro- 
bably no  business  of  any  importance  will  be  done  until  the 
Dutch  seed  can  be  bought  at  less  still.  For  Spanish  seed 
there  has  been  a  better  demand,  which  also  influenced  to 
some  degree  that  of  similar  quality  from  Morocco.  The 
former  is  quoted  52s.  to  54s.,  the  latter  49s.  to  52s. 

Caraway  Seeds.— Since  our  last  report  lower  rates  have 
been  accepted  for  caraways, -but  at  the  close  greater  firmness 
is  shown  again,  owing  to  reports  of  higher  prices  in  Holland, 
and  the  decline  is  nearly  recovered.  For  Dutch  caraways 
27s.  6d.  to  29s.  has  been  paid,  and  22s.  to  23s.  is  asked  for 
Russian  seed. 

Cinchona. — The  fortnightly  auctions  passed  very  quietly. 
The  supply  catalogued,  though  a  very  small  one,  numbering 
only  1,432  packages  altogether,  was  sufficient  to  fill  the 
requirements,  and  1,128  packages  were  sold  at  unaltered 
prices,  the  unit  generally  being  \\d.  to  l\d.  Of  South 
American  bark  a  good  proportion  (240  out  of  428  bales)  was 
disposed  of,  holders  showing  more  disposition  to  realise. 
Good  new  Cuprea  brought  3d.  ;  common  broken  Calisaya 
quill,  from  the  Bolivian  plantations,  G^d. ;  good  stout  long 
ditto,  Wd.  per  lb.  For  Ceylon  bark  the  following  prices  were 
paid: — Succirubra :  branch  at  \d.  to  \\d  ;  stem  chips,  2d.  to 
t\\d.  •  spoke  shavings,  2\d.  to  4d. ;  root,  l\d.  to  Qd. ;  quill, 
renewed,  weak  to  fine,  2\d.  to  §\d.  Officinalis  :  chips,  2d.  to 
3\d. ;  spoke  shavings,  2hl.  to  4|<Z. ;  root,  3\d.  to  Q\d. ; 
renewed,  good  to  fine,  7d.  to  9)>d.  Hybrid  :  chips,  2d.  to 
5 \d. ;  spoke  shavings,  3d.  to  4d. ;  renewed,  4j(Z.  to  3d. 
The  77  bales  Java  bark  offered  for  sale  formed  a  very  poor 
assortment  as  regards  quality.  The  prices  realised  for  this 
variety  were — Ledgeriana :  chips,  small  branchy  to  fine 
stout,  3(2.  to  7\d. ;  root,  8d. ;  renewed,  9d.  Red  :  good  chips, 
3d. ;  root,  3^d.  A  parcel  of  11  bales  from  the  West  Coast  of 
Africa  presented  a  rather  better  appearance  than  usual  in 
the  bark  proceeding  from  this  source  ;  good  silvery  quills,  red 
Calisaya  kind,  realised  7\d.  to  8\d. ;  weak  young  ditto, 
6d.  per  lb.  The  imports  of  cinchona  into  Germany  from 
January  1  to  September  30,  1887,  amounted  to  3  266,000 
kilos.,  against  3,703,100  kilos,  during  the  same  period  of 
1886.    The  exports  were  17,000  kilos,  and  15,200  kilos. 

Cloves  — A  considerable  business  has  been  done  this  week 
in  Zanzibar  for  forward  delivery,  at  very  steady  prices,  viz., 
lid.  for  near  at  hand,  10^d.  to  10f<?.  for  September-October, 
lOd.  to  10^d.  for  November-December.  At  the  auctions,  fair 
SDld  at  ll^d.  good  Penang  up  to  12fd. 
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Condurango. — We  understand  that  the  35  bales  adver- 
tised for  the  last  public  auctions,  but  which  were  not  then 
landed,  have  been  taken  by  a  Hamburg  firm,  who  hold  the 
parcel  at  6s.  to  6.?.  3d. 

Copper  (Sulphate). — The  advance  o£  this  article,  in 
sympathy  with  the  rise  in  copper,  has  made  farther  progress 
this  week,  15?.  per  ton  being  now  required  for  first  mint. 

Coriander  in  fair  request,  at  lis.  to  16s.  for  good  foreign 
to  fine  English. 

Cream  of  Tartar. — There  is  no  alteration  ;  the  scarcity 
of  firsts  on  the  spot  continues.  They  are  quoted  130?.  10s.  to 
131?:,  seconds  128?.  to  128  10s. 

Cubebs  have  again  advanced.  We  hear  of  small  sales  at 
25?.  10s.  per  cwt.  for  good  quality.  Our  stock  here  is  getting 
very  low.  At  Amsterdam  small  lots  have  sold  at  the  parity  of 
23Z.  7s.  6c?.  per  cwt.  The  stock  there,  about  200  bales,  is 
almost  wholly  owned  by  one  firm,  who  ask  25?.  Although 
the  demand  has  improved,  buyers  still  hesitate  to  pay  that 
price.  The  total  exports  of  cubebs  from  Batavia  are  officially 
given  as  178,000  kilos,  in  1884,  81  200  kilos,  in  1885,  and 
127,700  kilos,  in  1886. 

Cumin  Seed. — There  is  no  change  in  the  position  of  this 
aaticle,  which  continues  to  be  fairly  well  enquired  for  at 
48s.  to  49s.  per  cwt.  for  Maltese,  and  30s.  for  East  Indian. 

Cutch  remains  very  firm,  with  small  private  sales  of  Star 
B  at  34s.  6d.  (the  last  price),  and  32s.  for  Eagle. 

Ergot  of  Eye. — There  has  teen  a  somewhat  better 
demand  privately,  and  sales  of  Spanish  at  2s.  2d.  per  lb.  are 
reported.    Russian  quiet  at  Is.  IQd.  per  lb. 

Fenugreek  Seed. — The  new  crop  of  Egyptian  seed  is 
now  on  the  market,  and  quoted  at  6s.  to  6s.  6c?.  per  cwt.  ;  for 
Morocco  seed  8s.  to  8s.  6d.  per  cwt.  is  still  paid. 

Galls. — At  the  auctions  a  small  parcel  of  only  10  cases 
fine  China  (cases  wrapped  in  gunny)  sold  at  60s.  per  cwt., 
but  since  then  the  price  has  advanced,  and  62s.  6c?.  per  cwt. 
has  been  paid  for  120  cases  on  the  spot. 

Gambier. — Last  week  closed  with  a  steady  tone,  and 
business  at  22s.  6c?.  for  November-December  shipment.  Since 
then,  however,  Block  has  lost  ground  somewhat,  and  at  the 
auctions  405  bales  of  recent  import  were  sold  "  without 
reserve  "  at  a  decline  of  Is. — viz.  24s.  to  24s.  3d.,  broken  at 
23s.  to  23s.  3d.  Cube  gambier  remains  very  firm,  35s.  6c?. 
being  paid  for  good  pale  detached. 

Gentian  Koot. — The  supply  of  this  root  in  Italy  is  very 
small,  and  holders  ask  high  rates,  16s.  6d.  to  17s.  per  cwt. 
being  the  prevailing  quotation  f  .o.b.  Leghorn. 

Gum  Animi. — To-day's  auctions  included  but  a  small 
supply  of  animi  gum.  There  were  17  packages  Bemcrara, 
which  were  sold  at  51.  to  5?.  15s.  for  red  to  fair  bold  scraped, 
and  at  62s.  6c?.  for  small.  The  demand  for  Madagascar  gum 
is  [very  good,  and  a  considerable  advance  on  the  last  sale 
prices  was  obtained  for  the  46  cases  catalogued.  The  prices 
ranged  from  8?.  17s.  6d.  to  91.  15s.  for  washed  fairly  good  to 
good  ;  6?.  2s.  6c?.  to  71,  15s.  for  small  red  and  darkish  to  good 
pale  ditto ;  5?.  7s.  Qd.  to  6?.  for  medium  to  good  pea  and 
bean ;  60s.  to  36s.  for  small  peas  to  ordinary  pickings.  Zan- 
zibar animi  sold  at  barely  previous  rates  without  much  com- 
petition ;  10?.  5s.  was  paid  for  dark  mixed  amber  sorts, 
6?.  15s.  to  8?.  12s.  6c?.  for  good  to  fine  pea  and  bean. 

Gum  Arabic. — A  fair  quantity  of  gum  arabic  was  offered 
for  sale  at  to-day's  auctions,  and  values  ruled  firm  for  the 
better  grades  of  Amrad  and  Ghatty.  Other  varieties  not  in 
much  demand.  The  sales  included — East  Indian  Amrad, 
fine  bold  pale,  at  127s.  6c?.  ;  fair  to  good  amber,  105s.  to  110s. ; 
fine  siftings,  67s. ;  good  t  >  rather  dark  mixed  red,  48s.  to 
32s.  Qd. ;  pickings,  32s.  Qd.  down  to  15s.  per  cwt.  Ghatty, 
fine  to  good  bright,  85s.  to  78s.  ;  good  pickings,  43s.  Madras, 
pale  but  mixed  with  wood  to  dark  ditto,  46s.  Qd.  to  36s. ; 
dark  and  drossy  gum,  28s. ;  pickings,  from  12s.  down  to 
5s.  per  cwt.  Cape  gum  sold  at  150s.  to  125s.  for  fine  soft 
pale  to  good  but  dusty.  Australian  fair  strong  red,  79s. ; 
woody  and  dark  mixed,  77s.  to  70s.  There  is  a  very  good 
demand  for  the  finest  grades  of  Aden  gum,  but  there  are 
very  few  parcels  of  this  quality  offering,  and  holders  have 
very  elevated  ideas.  At  the  auctions,  21  packages  were 
bought  in  at  170s.  per  cwt.    Privately,  180  bales  Gehzirah, 


mostly  of  recent  import,  have  been  sold  at  advancing  rates? 
from  87s.  to  90s.  per  cwt.  Turltey  strts  rule  steady.  Holders 
of  Senegal  ask  such  high  prices  that  business  is  almost 
checked ;   7?.  5s.  per  cwt.  is  the  nearest  quotation  for  Galam. 

Gum  Copal. — About  300  packages  Manilla  copal  offered 
to-day  by  auction  met  a  quiet  market,  and  were  mostly 
bought  in.  Sales  were  made  at  45s.  to  52s.  Qd.  for  dark  to 
fair  but  blocky  amber ;  fine  pale  chips,  45s.  Qd.  to  47s, ; 
small  to  fair  ditto,  25s.  Qd.  to  36s.  Qd.    Dust  sold  at  12s.  Qd. 

GOM  Damar  quiet.  1  91  packages  Singapore  were  bought 
in  at  nominal  rates.  At  Amsterdam  the  market  for  Batavia 
damar  is  very  flat,  and  orders  are  in  vain  solicited  at  lower 
rates. 

Gum  Kowrie. — The  quantity  offered  for  sale  was  smaller 
than  at  the  previous  auctions,  being  only  445  cases,  of  which 
about  two-thirds  were  disposed  of  at  irregular  rates,  good 
quality  occasionally  slightly  cheaper,  but  ordinary  and 
medium  lots  at  an  advance.  Fair  to  fine  selected  amber  sold 
at  80s.  to  102s.  6c?. ;  brown  scraped,  72s.  ;  good,  partly  to 
mostly  scraped,  61s.  to  70s.  ;  ordinary  soft  to  good  pale  soft, 
52s.  to  86s. ;  fair  to  good  chips,  49s.  to  63s. ;  dust,  44s. 

Gum  OlibAnum. — No  business  of  importance  is  reported^ 
169  packages  catalogued  were  bought  in,  good  drop  at  10s. 

Hempseed  dearer  on  the  spot,  owing  to  scarcity.  The  old 
crop  appears  almost  exhausted,  and  very  little  new  seed  has 
yet  arrived  from  Russia  and  Hungary.  On  the  spot,  23s.  Qd. 
to  24s.  per  336  lbs.  is  wanted  ;  forward  delivery,  21s.  Qd.  to 
22s.,  according  to  position. 

Iodine  is  still  quoted  at  9d.  per  oz.,  and  all  iodides  remain 
unaltered,  with  steady  business,  Ivdidd  of  potash,  lis.  3c?. 
per  lb.    An  advance  is  thought  not  unlikely. 

Linseed  remains  fairly  active  at  firm  but  unaltered  rates, 
viz. : — English,  48s. ;  Italian,  46s. ;  Butch,  43s.  to  45s.  ;  Hun- 
garian, 38s.  to  40s. ;  East  Indian,  39s.  for  Bombay,  and 
37s.  6c?.  for  Calcutta;  South  American,  36s.  to  39s. 

Mercurials  are  all  very  firm,  but  so  far  no  alteration 
has  been  made  in  the  quotations. 

Mustard  Seed. — There  is  very  little  demand,  and  prices 
are  not  so  firm  for  white,  which  is  held  at  10s.  to  lis.  for 
English,  and  7s.  6c?.  to  9s.  for  foreign.  Brown  East  Indian 
seed  steady. 

Oil  (Cocoanut)  remains  steady  without  much  change  in 
price.  Good  Ceylon,  24?. ;  fair  to  fine  white  Cochin,  30?.  to 
32?. ;  Mauritius,  nominally  25?.  10s. 

Oil  (Cotton  Seed). — Unchanged  ;  the  new  crop  is  now 
offering  the  quoted  at  17?.  10s.  on  the  spot,  while  the  old  oil 
remains  unaltered  at  16?.  15s. ;  refined  oil,  19?.  10s. ;  Novem- 
ber-April, 18?.  10s.  Hull,  spot,  18?.  12s.  Qd.  December- 
March,  17?.  15s.    Crude,  spot,  16?.  5s. 

Oils  (Essential).— Star  anise  remains  steady  at  the 
recent  decline,  6s.  3c?.  per  lb.  having  been  offered,  it  is  said, 
for  a  parcel  to  arrive,  c.i.f.  terms,  but  was  refused.  Bergamot 
steady.  Cajaput  is  worth  3s.  4c?.  to  3s.  6c?.  per  bottle.  At 
Amsterdam  a  thousand-bottle  lot  now  afloat  from  the  Dutch 
Indies  is  offering  at  3s.  4c?.  per  bottle.  French  lavender 
steady ;  various  prices  up  to  6s.  are  quoted.  American  oil  of 
peppermint  has  again  sold  at  lower  rates,  12s.  per  lb.  having 
been  accepted  for  H.G.H.  forward  delivery.  Fine  Mitcham 
oil  is  quoted  at  28s.  per  lb. 

Oil  (Linseed)  remains  steady  at  about  the  rates  of  our 
last  report,  viz  ,  19?.  to  19?.  5s.  spot,  according  to  packing, 
19?.  5s,  for  December,  19?.  7s.  6c?.  to  19?.  10s.  for  January- 
April,  and  19?.  12s.  6c?.  for  May-August.  Hull,  spot,  18?.  15s. 
to  19?.,  November-December,  18?.  15s.,  January-April,  19?. 
May-August  19?.  12s.  6c?.  to  19?.  15s. 

Oil  (Olive).— Our  market  shows  little  change,  but  prices- 
remain  steady,  viz.,  Mogadire  32?.  10s.  to  33?.,  Sicilian  35?., 
and  Spanish,  nominally,  37?.  From  Naples  we  hear  that  in 
the  growing  dstricts  good  rains  have  fallen  lately,  and  a  lower 
temperature  has  opportunely  checked  the  growing  injury 
from  the  olive  .worm.  There  are  now  fair  prospects  of 
securing  a  yield  of  about  15,000  tuns  at  Gioja,  but  in  the 
other  districts  crop  estimates  vary  at  from  one-sixth  to 
one-third  of  a  fair  crop,  so  that  on  the  aggregate  about 
one-third  of  a- full  crop  may  be  anticipated,  subject,  of 
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course,  to  increase  or  decrease  according  to  the  length 
■of  time  the  olives  remain  on  the  trees,  and  of  their 
more  or  less  favourable  result  at  the  crushings.  With  the 
first  change  in  the  weather  the  smaller  Sicilian  and  Neapolitan 
speculators  sold  wildly,  and  a  decline  of  10s.  per  tun  was 
established  ;  but  good  buyers  having  come  forward,  our  prices 
have  returned  to  their  former  level.  In  the  interior  speculators 
are  payiDg  very  high  prices  for  the  olives  on  the  trees  for  the 
manufacture  of  eating  oils  at  Bari,  and  there  is  every  pro- 
bability of  a  brisk  competition  for  the  first  new  oils  for  home 
requirements,  as  the  Italian  markets  of  consumption  are  very 
bare.  At  Leghorn  a  good  business  at  steady  prices  has  been 
done  up  to  recently,  but  lately  reports  respecting  the  comiDg 
crop  have  been  so  conflicting^that  the  demand  has  abated. 

Oil  (Palm). — There  is  very  little  business  doing  at  221. 
for  fine  Lagos  oil. 

Oil  (Petroleum). — American  oil  is  just  a  shade  cheaper, 
say  5\}.d.  to  5*d.  on  the  spot ;  November-December,  5~d.  to 
Sf;  January- April,  5\}d.  Russian  remains  very  firm  at  the 
late  advance,  5^d.  to  5^d.  on  the  spot  and  November- 
December. 

Oil  (Kape  Seed)  again  dearer  for  English  brorrn,  which 
is  now  quoted  on  the  spot  at  24Z.  5s. ;  November-December, 
20,1. •  January- April,  24?.  Eefined  also  firmer,  and  held  on 
the  spot  at  25Z.  10s. 

Oil  (Turpentine)  has  advanced  9d.  to  Is.  per  cwt.  on 
the  spot,  American  spirit  being  now  quoted  at  27s.  6d.  to 
27s.  9d  ;  December  27s.  9d. ;  January-April,  28s.  The  deliveries 
for  the  year  up  to  November  5  were  1,002  barrels,  against  817 
in  the  corresponding  part  of  1886  ;  our  stock  on  the  date 
above  named  numbered  only  6,377  barrels,  against  19,443 
last  year. 

Opium. — The  London  market  has  again  relapsed  into 
extreme  quietness.  Our  prices  are  below  Smyrna  parity,  old 
Karahissar,  14s.  6d.,  and  ditto  Persian,  14s.  6d.  to  15s. 
The  Smyrna  market,  according  to  the  latest  intelligence, 
had  advanced  about  2  or  3  per  cent,  since  the  previous 
reports,  when  it  was  thrown  into  a  state  of  uncertainty 
by  the  death  of  Mr.  Anesti  Cassaboglou,  the  principal  holder 
of  the  drug  and  the  leader  of  the  native  operators  on 
the  opium  market.  Mr.  Cassaboglou  seldom  owned  less  than 
one-third,  and  frequently  held  half,  of  the  opium  in  Smyrna, 
and  his  unexpected  decease,  coupled  with  the  uncertainty 
yet  prevailing  as  to  what  will  be  done  with  the  stock  held 
by  him,  has  naturally  thrown  the  market  into  a  state  of 
irregularity.  It  closed,  however,  very  steadily,  13s.  to 
14s.  6d.  per  lb.  having  been  paid  for  old  Karahissar.  On 
October  28  the  arrivals  for  the  season  were  580  cases, 
against  3,437  cases  on  October  28,  1886.  In  the  interior  the 
rains,  it  is  said,  have  ceased,  there  is  a  great  scarcity  of 
water,  and  the  autumn  sowings  have  been  suspended. 

Orris  Eoot. — In  Italy  the  growers  have  further  slightly 
advanced  their  prices  in  consequence  of  the  acknowledged 
failure  of  the  crop  ;  but  buyers  still  hold  off,  and  the  demand 
has  not,  so  far,  been  a  considerable  one.  The  following  rates 
are  now  asked  at  Leghorn: — Florentine,  selected,  30s.  to 
30s.  6d. ;  dark  and  small  ditto,  27s.  6d.  to  28s.  Veronese, 
common  to  fine,  13s.  Gd.  to  18s.  per  cwt. 

Pepper  (Black). — A  decline  has  occurred  since  our  last 
report,  private  sales  having:  been  made  of  Singapore,  Decem- 
ber-January, at  l\d.  to  l^.d.  per  lb.,  and  afterwards  as  low  as 
l\d.  per  lb.  At  the  auctions  Singapore  sold  at  l\d.  to  l^d., 
and  Penang,  common  dusty  Atcheen,  6p. 

Pepper  (White).— At  the  end  of  last  week  the  market 
closed  quiet  at  lower  rates,  Penang,  October-December  ship- 
ment, selling  at  lQ\d.  per  lb.  At  the  auctions  dull  Singapore 
sold  at  12\d. ;  fair  Penang,  lOd.  to  10±d.  (with  buyers  at  the 
higher  price  after  the  sales)  :  and  ordinary  to  good  Java,  lOd. 
to  12±d. 

Potash  Compounds.— Bichromate  firmly  held  at  4£i. 
■per  lb.  In  Chlorate  very  little  business  is  doirig,  although 
6rf.  per  lb.  remains  the  quotation.  Prussiate  is  quiet  at  l\d. 
to  l\d.  per  lb.  for  yellow  foreign. 

Quicksilver.— Holders'  price  is  now  equal  to  that  of  the 
•importers',  which  still  remains  11.  15s.  per  bottle,  but  it  is 
thought  that  we  are  on  the  eve  of  a  fresh  advance.  Consider- 
able sales  are  reported  at  11.  15s.  Official  returns  show  that  in 


October  our  exports  alone  exceeded  the  imports  by  3,023 
bottles,  not  counting  the  home  consumption.  A  firm  of 
brokers  here  now  estimate  our  stock  (rather  low,  we  should 
say)  at  only  46,000  bottles. 

Quinine  remains  dull.  Nominally,  Howard's  brand  is 
quoted  at  2s.  3d.  for  bottles  and  2s.  Id.  for  bulk  ;  Pelletier's 
at  2s.  Id.  for  bulk  ;  German  ditto  at  Is.  3\d.  per  oz.  It  is 
said,  however,  that  the  manufacturers  are  not  anxious  to  sell 
at  the  quotations  of  the  last  public  sales,  and  certainly, 
whether  from  this  reason  or  because  of  absence  of  demand, 
very  little  business  has  been  done  so  far  as  we  can  ascertain. 

Senega  continues  to  harden,  holders  asking  up  to  2s.  2d. 
per  lb.  for  good  bright  root.  In  some  quarters  2s.  6d. 
per  lb.  is  even  talked  about,  but  it  will  probably  be  some  time 
yet  before  we  reach  that  price. 

Shellac. — The  week  closed  with  a  very  firm  tone  for  all 
varieties  and  positions,  and  further  sales  at  the  prices  quoted 
in  our  last  report.  Early  in  the  week  Button  lac  sold 
privately  at  56s.  for  fine  seconds,  and  46s.  to  46s.  6d.  for 
thirds,  making  a  fresh  advance.  For  the  public  auctions 
562  cases  were  catalogued,  but  part  of  these  were  not 
actually  offered.  Altogether  about  350  cases  were  sold,  of 
which  212  were  "  without  reserve,"  at  fully  2s.  per  cwt.  dearer 
rates  for  Button.  Fine  orange  went  also  slightly  higher, 
and  Garnet  lac  sold  at  fully  recent  prices.  The  following 
rates  were  paid: — First  orange,  DAC  in  triaDgle,  unworked, 
pale  but  cakey,  at  60s.  to  63s.  Second  orange,  B  in  octagon, 
56s.  ;  SS  in  diamond,  50s  ;  TN  in  diamond,  49s. ;  BM  in 
diamond,  47s.  to  48s. ;  SC  in  house,  unworked,  livery,  45s.  to 
46s.  Garnet,  AC,  fine,  41s.  6d. ;  BOB,  shivered,  39s.  to  40s. ; 
unworked,  37s.  6d.  to  38s.  6d.  Button,  seconds,  59s,  to  60s. ; 
good  to  common  thirds,  51s.  to  44s.  Privately  Second  orange 
TN  sold  after  the  auctions  at  49s.  for  December-February, 
and  48s.  to  49s.  for  November- January,  c.i.f.  terms;  for  de- 
livery, January-March,  50s.  6d. ;  February-April,  51s,  Very 
fine  first  Button  on  the  spot  at  67s.  per  cwt.,  and  AC  Garnet 
for  delivery  at  43s.  per  cwt.,  and  42s.  on  the  spot. 

SOAP. —  Castile  quiet.  At  Leghorn  the  following  quota- 
tions rule  for  the  Conti  brand  :  White  cakes  42s.  to  42s.  3d., 
bars  38s.  to  38s.  3d.,  green  21s.  6d.  to  21s.  9d.,  mottled  soap 
17s.  6d.  to  19s.  9d. 

Soda  Compounds. — Ash  remains  fairly  steady  at  1\A.  to 
If^d.  Tyne,  Id.  less  5  per  cent.  Bicarbonate  very  firm  at 
6/.  5s.,  cream  Caustic  rather  easier  and  quotable  at  11.,  but 
60  per  cent,  white  is  held  still  at  11.  10s.  Crystals  easy,  and 
quoted  at  50s.  9d.  to  51s.  in  London  and  45s.  on  the  Tyne. 

Spices  (Various). —  Arrowroot  very  depressed;  low  to 
ordinary  St.  Vincent,  Id.  to  l^d.  Cochin  Ginger  cheaper  for 
common  and  medium  ;  partly  cut,  mouldy  to  fair,  29s.  to 
33s. ;  cut,  small  to  medium,  35s.  to  52s.  6d.  Mace  unchanged  ; 
red  Singapore,  2s.  6d. ;  Bombay,  2s.  Id. ;  fair  East  Indian, 
2s.  0id.  to  2s.  6d.  per  lb.  Nutmegs  without  quotable  altera- 
tion ;  Penang  (109  to  84),  2s.  2d.  to  2s.  9d. ;  limed  Java, 
(115  to  65),  Is.  2s.  to  3s.  U.  ;  West  Indian  (109  to  70), 
Is.  lid.  to  3s.  Id.  per  lb.  Pimento  quiet ;  ordinary  to  fine, 
lid.  to  2\d. 

Sulphur  without  improvement  at  9s.  6d.  per  cwt.  for 
flowers,  and  6s.  6d.  to  7s.  per  cwt.  for  foreign  to  English  roll. 

Tallow. — St.  Petersburg  yellow  candle,  32s.  out  spot ; 
Australian,  mutton,  24s.  to  24s.  6d. ;  beef,  22s.  9d.  to  23s.  3d. 

Turmeric. — Bengal  is  from  Gd.  to  9d.  per  cwt.  lower,  with 
sales  of  499  bags  at  the  auctions  at  10s. ;  Madras,  wormy 
bulbs,  6s.  to  8s. ;  Cochin,  small  bright  wormy  fiDger,  9s.  per 
cwt.    Altogether  2,298  bags  were  offered  at  the  sales. 


A  VIEW  OF  THE  PROSPECTS  OF  QUININE. 


ME.  E.  T.  DELMEGE  (Delmege,  Eeid  &  Co.,  of  Colombo 
and  Galle)  sends  us  the  following  figures,  representing, 
according  to  his  view,  the  consumption  and  stock  of  quinine. 

The  stock  of  cinchona  bark  in  the  United  States  on  Sep- 
tember 1  was  1,984  packages,  of  which  more  than  three- 
fourths  was  almost  worthless,  being  rejections  of  former 
years.    This  is  outside  of  manufacturers'  hands.    The  stock 
I  of  quinine  in  the  United  States  is  variously  estimated  at 
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from  half  a  million  to  one  million  oz.  (probably  600,000  to 
700,000  oz.  is  a  fair  estimate)  held  by  speculators,  or  in 
excess  of  dealers'  usual  supply.  The  consumption  of  quinine 
in  the  United  States  in  1836  was  3,100,000  oz.,  having 
increased  70  per  cent,  during  the  past  five  years.  The 
world's  consumption  of  quinine  in  1886  was  a  little  over 
6,000,000  oz.,  and  it  increases  year  by  year  about  10  per 
cent.  The  present  stock  of  bark  in  Europe  and  America  is 
estimated  to  contain  3,740,000  oz.  of  quinine,  which  gives  us 
the  following  visible  supply  :  — 

Oz. 

(a)  Stock  of  quinine  in  America   700,000 

(6)  Estimated  stock  of  quinine  in  bark   3,740,000 

(c)  Estimated  stock  of  quinine  in  Europe         . .       . .  1,000,003 

Total  visible  supply   5,440,003 

or,  say,  ten  or  eleven  months'  supply. 


.Statistics  of  Cinchona  Bark,  both 

European  and  American 

Range  of  Prices  of  Quinine 

.Lonaou  Price 

per  oz. 

Receipts 

Delive- 
ries 

Stocks 
Dec.  31 

s.  d. 

5. 

a. 

s.  d. 

S.  d. 

i.  d. 

1874 

48  000 

8  3 

7 

6 

6  9 

1875 

77,000 

88  000 

37,000 

6  6 

7 

3 

6  6 

1876 

62,000 

83,000 

16.0CO 

6  6 

7 

9 

10  0 

11  0 

1877 

62,000 

57.000 

21  000 

11  0 

10 

3 

16  6 

13  0 

10  6 

1878 

102,(00 

95  000 

28,000 

10  6 

9 

6 

13  9 

10  6 

13  0 

1879 

131,000 

115,000 

44,000 

12  6 

11 

3 

12  6 

10  9 

1880 

140,000 

136.003 

48  COO 

10  6 

12 

0 

12  9 

11  0 

1881 

193.C00 

182  000 

59,000 

11  0 

11 

6 

10  6 

8  6 

10  0 

1882 

219  000 

175  000 

103  000 

10  0 

9 

0 

8  6 

10  0 

8  6 

1883 

183,000 

158000 

128,000 

8  3 

7 

6 

1884 

132,000 

161,(03 

96  003 

7  3 

5 

9 

4  0 

4  6 

1885 

138,000 

161,000 

73,000 

4  9 

3 

9 

2  6 

4  0 

3  6 

1886 

164.0C0 

166,030 

71,000 

3  3 

1 

1L 

2  3 

1887 

2  3 

2 

5 

1  9 

1  11 

1  6 

Ave}'ctye  price  of  quinine  (13  years)  ..  8?.  $\d. 
Highest  „  „  (May  1877)  . .  16s.  6d. 
Loicesl         „         „      (Oct.  1887)  . .     Is.  Z\d. 

Above  receipts  and  deliveries  represent  bales  of  average 
South  American  weight ;  Ceylon  packages  being  considered 
equal  to  2A-  South  American  bales. 


THE  AMERICAN  MARKETS, 


New  York,  October  29. 

THE  drug  market  has  remained  active,  with  a  very  good 
consumptive  demand.  For  export  the  inquiry  is  slack. 
The  prices  sterling  (in  parentheses)  are  what  the  different 
articles  would  cost  delivered  in  London,  all  market  allow- 
ances, discounts,  &c,  being  taken  into  account.  Importers 
can  therefore  see  at  a  glance  the  course  of  this  market  com- 
pared with  their  own. 

Balsams. — The  demand  for  Copaiba  has  been  large,  and 
stocks  being  small  an  advance  has  easily  been  established, 
and  higher  rates  are  expected.  There  are  orders  in  the 
market  from  Hamburg  for  Maracaibo,  which  cannot  be  filled. 
Forty-two  cases  of  this  variety  arrived,  but  were  taken  for 
home  trade  ;  no  other  parcels  came  to  hand.  Para  is  quoted 
48c.  (2s.  2d.),  Maracaibo  44c.  (Is.  ll\d.),  andMaranham  45c. 
(2s.).  Peru. — Two  cases  direct  import  brought  $1.00 
(4s.  b\d.).  It  is  doubtful  if  a  large  parcel  would  briDg  as 
much.  Tolu. — From  42c.  (Is.  IQld.)  the  market  has  rapidly 
fallen  to  36c.  (Is.  lyi),  and  for  50  cases  just  to  hand  from 
South  America  it  is  probable  31c.  (Is.  4fd.)  would  be  ac- 
cepted. The  cause  of  this  big  decline  is  found  in  the  compe- 
tition between  importers  from  Europe  ;  the  parcels  recently 
bought  there  are  offered  at  cost,  fully  75  cases  remaining 
unsold.  Canada  is  advancing,  38c.  (Is.  Q^d  )  is  about  the 
nearest  value  of  genuine. 

Barks. — A  parcel  of  5,000  lbs.  Angostura  in  first  hand 
could  be  bought  for  8c.  (5d.).  Cascara  Sagrada. — The  new 
bark  is  now  offering,  and  prices  are  slightly  lower,  6c.  (32s.) 
would  buy.  As  it  improves  with  age,  consumers  should  buy 
one  or  two  years'  supply  at  a  time.  Simaruba  is  scarce, 
nominally  14c.  (8d.), 


Tonquin  Beans. — There  is  no  alteration  in  the  position  of 
Angostura  beans.  The  new  crop  of  Para  kind  is  arriving, 
ordinary  bold,  dry,  with  some  foxy,  30c.  (Is.  4££.). 

Bromide  of  Potassium. — There  is  no  change  in  the  posi- 
tion, 36c.  (Is.  Id.)  being  the  price. 

Camphor  (Refined).— The  price  of  4-oz.  blocks  is  23c. 
(Is.)  in  quantity.    The  stock  of  crude  in  this  market  is  large 

Castoreum. — None  offering :  it  appears  to  be  very  scarce. 

Guarana. — The  holder  of  this  is  anxious  to  realise,  and 
lately  sold  as  low  as  95c.  (4s).    Only  a  few  cases  left. 

Leaves. — The  arrivals  of  Huanoco  Cocas  have  been  large, 
but  most  of  the  lots  found  a  good  market  at  30c.  (Is.  4d.). 
Truxillo  kind  are  also  in  good  supply  at  24c.  (Is.  2d.). 
Bandana. — The  new  green  leaves  are  reported  on  the  way 
from  Mexico,  price  about  24c.  (Is.  2d.);  as  stocks  are  quite 
exhausted  they  will  meet  a  good  demand.  Of  Jaborandi 
20  bales  arrived  from  Ceara ;  the  market  being  bare,  they 
brought  the  high  price  of  20c.  (Is.).  A  large  parcel  of  bark, 
said  to  be  Jaborandi  bark,  cannot  rind  a  buyer. 

Lime  (Acetate). — The  price  of  10Z.  c.i.f.  Liverpool  is  too 
high  for  English  buyers,  and  there  is  no  trade  passing. 

Oils  (Essential). — Sassafras  has  again  become  dearer 
owing  to  a  falling-off  in  supplies ;  the  market  is  40c.  (Is.  9|d.). 
Wintergreen  is  coming  in  more  freely,  and  can  be  had  at 
$1.85  (8s.  6d.).  Spearmint  is  firmer  at  $3.00  (13s.).  Worm- 
wood dearer  at  $5.00  (21s.  6d.).  There  is  no  change  in  the 
position  of  oil  of  Peppermint;  the  demand  is  light,  but  the 
farmers  show  no  weakness. 

Quinine. — The  market  is  weak,  and  buyers  for  any  quan- 
tity difficult  to  find.  There  is  no  hope  of  any  improvement 
so  loDg  as  stocks  are  so  heavy. 

Roots. —  Golden  Seal  has  become  exceedingly  scarce,  as- 
high  as  32c.  (Is.  Qd  )  being  paid  this  week;  there  are  large 
orders  from  Germany  which  cannot  be  filled.  Jalap. — Some 
is  reported  on  the  way  here  from  Hamburg,  but,  notwithstand- 
ing ihe  170  bales  held  by  the  banks  for  loans,  the  stock  here  ia 
very  small.  Serpentaria  is  in  good  supply  and  lower ;  20c. 
(lid-)  is  quoted.    Sarsaparilla  dull ;  nothing  doing. 

Senega. — The  demand  becoming  quite  active,  holders 
refused  to  go  on  selliDg  at  35c.  (Is.  9'jd  ),  and  withdrew  from 
the  market ;  the  quoted  market  price  of  40c.  (Is.  lid.)  being 
nominal,  it  is  doubtful  if  any  quantity  could  be  secured  at 
this  figure.  For  some  years  the  market  ruled  between  40c. 
and  50c,  and  was  not  considered  high,  but  last  year  the 
arrival  of  large  quantities  from  Manitoba  upset  the  market, 
and  thinkirjg  these  supplies  would  continue  dealers  put  the 
price  so  low  that  practically  none  was  collected  there,  while 
in  Minnesota  very  little  was  dug.  The  winter  has  set  in 
all  over  the  North- West,  and  no  supplies  can  be  obtained 
before  June  next.  There  is  no  "  corner  "  in  the  article,  but 
stocks  being  small,  the  holders,  who  are  not  numerous, 
restored  rates  to  the  old  prices,  and,  as  most  of  the  root  held 
is  1886  crop,  it  is  doubtful  if  40c.  will  pay  them  ;  and  if  the 
demand  continues  good  higher  prices  will  be  seen. 

Vanilla- growing  in  the  Seychelles. — The  cultivation 
of  vanilla  is  one  of  the  principal  industries  of  the  Seychelles,, 
a  small  group  of  islands  north-east  of  Madagascar.  The- 
plants  are  grown  by  a  large  number  of  persons  on  a  small 
scale,  but  it  is  doubtful  whether  they  will  ever  adopt  the 
new  method  of  cultivation,  and  to  all  appearances  the  old- 
fashioned  sun-drying  has  still  a  long  life  before  it.  Vanilla 
to  be  dried  properly  in  the  sun  must  be  covered  by  a  blanket. 
These  blankets  are  at  present  in  great  request,  and,  conse- 
quently, very  dear,  though  they  are  of  very  inferior  quality. 
The  Creoles  have  an  idea  that  the  darker  the  blanket  the 
better  the  vanilla  is  cured.  In  1886  the  vanilla  crop  was  a 
fairly  good  one,  and  it  is  thought  that  this  year  a  larger  area 
will  come  into  bearing.  Several  of  the  more  enterprising 
planters  have  lately  commenced  to  dry  their  vanilla  by  arti- 
ficial means,  so  far  with  great  success.  As  others  are  likely 
to  follow  suit  a  good  demand  for  heating-stoves  is  likely  to- 
spring  up.  A  small  stove  capable  of  burning  wood  is  the- 
thing  required.  The  Seychelle  planters  complain  that  the 
Messageries  Maritimes,  by  which  they  ship  their  vanilla  to 
Europe,  charge  exorbitant  freights,  the  rate  being  3d  per  lb. 
on  the  gross  weight,  which  is  very  high,  considering  that 
the  pods  are  first  packed  in  tins  and  then  in  stout  wooden, 
boxes. 
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OUR    FOREIGN    TRADE    IN  OCTOBER. 


THE  improvement   which   has  become  apparent  in  our 
foreign  trade  since  the  commencement  of  the  year  con- 
tinues without  interruption,  as  the  Board  of  Trade  Returns 
for  October  prove.    Daring  that  month  we  imported  from 
abroad  30,550,307/.  worth  of  goods,  against  29,054,399/.  in 
October  1866,  an  increase  of  about  5J  per  cent.    The  growth 
of  our  imports  during  the  first  ten  months  of  the  year,  com- 
pared with  the  corresponding  period  of  1886,  is  3\  per  cent.  ; 
in  other  words,  the  improvement  grows  as  the  year  advances. 
Oar  exports,  too,  are  improving,  though  not  quite  in  the 
same  degree  as  our  imports.     During  October  we  sent 
18,736,201/.  worth  of  British  and  Irish  goods  to  the  foreigner, 
as  compared  to  18,224,823/.  last  October.    This  is  an  increase 
of  2J  per  cent. — small,  it  is  true,  but  satisfactory,  especially 
as  the  average  growth  for  the  ten  months  was  only  2}  per 
cent.    Oar  re-exports   diminished   by  about  1   per  cent., 
5,340,977/.  falling  under  this  head  in  October  1887,  against 
5,391,753/.  in  October  1886,  but  a  very  large  increase  duringtwo 
or  three  other  months  more  than  balances  this  loss,  and  the  ten 
months  ending  October  31  show  an  increase  of  4|  per  cent, 
as  compared  with  January-October  1886.  On  the  whole,  then, 
we  have  no  cause  for  grumbling,  and  the  occasional  falling 
off  in  our  re-exports  of  foreign  produce  is  smaller  than  might 
have  been  expected,  considering  that  these  goods  consist 
mainly  of  articles    upon  which  depreciation  has  pressed 
particularly  heavily,  and  that  the  principal  continental 
manufacturing   countries  are   continually  extending  their 
direct  connections  with  the  primary  markets.    It  is  satis- 
factory to  note  that  among  our  imports  raw  metals  and 
materials  for  the  textile  industries  have  increased  to  a  far 
larger  extent  than  foreign  manufactured  goods.    The  growth 
of  our  exports   also  falls  principally  under  manufactures. 
Turning  to  articles  connected  with  the  drug  and  chemical 
trades,  we  find  that  the  imports  of  cocoa  show  a  steady 
increase ;  more  than  half  of  what  we  receive  under  this 
head  is  consumed  at  home,  or,  more  correctly  speaking, 
goes  to   British  manufacturers.    Our  tea  imports,  though 
not  so  heavy  as  in  1886,  are  remarkable  as  affording  proof 
of  the  growing  popularity  of   Indian  and  Ceylon  teas. 
From  these  countries  the  arrivals  are  advancing  by  leaps 
and  bounds,  and  from  China  our  imports  are  at  the  same 
time  receding  ;  in  fact,  as  regards  value,  we  received  very 
nearly  as  much  from  our  colonies  as  from  China.  The 
great  increase  of  the  deliveries  of  spirits  for  methylatiDg 
purposes,  411,045  gallons  and  360,404  gallons  in  the  ten 
months  of  1887  and  1886  respectively,  affords  prima  facie 
evidence  of  the  more  prosperous  condition  of  our  varnish  and 
anilinedye  industries.  Our  quicksilver  imports  have  been  very 
considerable  this  year,  but  the  re-exports  have  been  almost  as 
large.    Oar  imports  of  dyestuffs,  chemicals,  and  tanning  sub- 
stances are  falling  off  in  value,  although  taken  by  weight 
the  quantity  has  actually  increased,  proof  patent  of  great 
depreciation  in  value.    Olive  and  palm  oils  show  a  rather 
heavy  falling-off  in  value.     Of  "Peruvian  bark,"  to  which 
antiquated  name  the  compilers  of  the  returns  affection- 
ately adhere,  we  imported  this  year  125,030  lbs.,  worth 
585,419/.,  while  in  1886  118,796  were  valued  at  635,570/.,  and 
97,339  lbs.  in  1885  at  665,203/.    With  gum  arabic  the  exact  re- 
verse is  the  case  :  in  1835  73,913  lbs.  were  worth  253,523/. ; 
in  1886,  65,012  lbs.,  246,928/. ;  and  in  1887,  32,339  lbs., 
152,611/.     "  Drugs,  unenumerated,"  show  a  rather  serious 
decline  in  value,  the  average  monthly  import  in  1885  (first 
ten  months)  being  65,449/. ;  in  1886,  55,645/.  ;  in  1887,  51,785/. 
Looking  at  our  national  exports,  we   find  our  European 
outlets  for  alkali  rendered  more  and  more  difficult  of  access 
by  hostile  tariffs.    Russia,  Germany,  and  France  are  taking 
less  from  us  year  by  year.    The  United  States  remain  our 
best  customers  by  far,  and  our  shipments  to  Italy,  Spain,  and 
extra-European  countries  are  growing.    Our  exports  of  medi- 
cines also  show  an  increase.    In  October  1866  they  were 
70,484/. ;  last  month,  77,528/.  Our  seed  oil  exports  are  grow- 
ing, the  increase,  strange  to  see,  being  specially  due  to  larger 
purchases  from  Germany  and  France.    Few  items  in  the 
returns  are  more  satisfactory  than  the  uninterrupted  and 
considerable  growth  of  our  exports  of  painters'  colours  and 
soaps,  there  being  an  increase  of  7  per  cent,  under  the 
former,  and  7|  per  cent,  under  the  latter  head. 


BOARD  OF 

TRADE 

RETURNS. 

Imports 

Uct.,  looo 

Oct.,  1886 

Oct.,  1887 

Drugs,  unenumerated  .. 

value  £ 

\  5,015 

49,504 

59.92J 

Chemical  manufactures  and 

products,  unenumerated 

•  n 

1C8.779 

102,722 

102,749 

Chemicals  &  dyestuffs,  unen. 

151.1&8 

124,t55 

131014 

Oils,  not  enumerated 

96.985 

97,828 

105,231 

6,187 

7,541 

4,211 



value  £ 

5,044 

4,578 

3,201 

16  824 

20,3^1 

68,947 

value  £ 

4,t59 

5,907 

19  016 

291,350 

78.987 

192,871 

value  £ 

149,767 

34,697 

86,597 

31,759 

23,038 

33,878 

value  £ 

2 -,099 

20,060 

27,811 

154  268 

£0,075 

97,327 

value  £ 

11,382 

8,030 

8,620 

12,b2i 

9,700 

11,378 

•  •       •  • 

value  £ 

74,251 

47,390 

47,792 

7,893 

6,353 

7,561 

Lac,  seed,  shell,  stick,  and  dye 

value  £ 

29,4fc6 

29,961 

25,805 

cwt. 

9,768 

11,124 

4,771 

value  £ 

31.289 

29,515 

11,203 

lbs. 

231142 

197,978 

205,330- 

value  £ 

10,144 

6,604 

8,006 

1,882 

2,944 

623 

value  £ 

2,192 

2,425 

438 

lbs. 

4,131,500 

3,266,410 

3,534,916 

value  £ 

124,903 

110,067 

121,660 

Bark  (for  tanners'  or  dyers'  use)  cwt. 

10,818 

42,202 

17,887 

»         *»         >t  » 

value  £ 

2,763 

18,506 

5.846 

Aniline  dyes 

22,374 

21,649 

26,624 

Alizarine   and  other  coal-tar 

26,137 

19,778 

28,629 

1.128 

1,381 

950 

value  £ 

6,988 

8,880 

5,971 

Cutch  and  gambier 

. .  tons 

1,767 

2,873 

2,236 

value  £ 

35,7u8 

65,899 

56,t82 

1,367 

817 

1,203 

value  £ 

26.584 

14,484 

11,699 

Madder,  madder  root,  &o. 

. .  cwt. 

3,031 

1,333 

2,429 

value  £ 

5,181 

1,672 

2,801 

8,680 

26,117 

39,433 

value  £ 

12,094 

i6,139 

52,870 

1,418 

1,418 

784 

value  £ 

57,C49 

54,014 

29,436 

85,991 

i.4,481 

93,100 

value  £ 

112,291 

84,764 

87,756 

8,230,t06 

5,427,035 

6,897,747 

value  £ 

245,677 

158,194 

186.537 

1,693 

1,589 

1,540 

value  £ 

43,494 

38,595 

37,764 

29,604 

36,292 

20,831 

vaiue  £ 

36,930 

S.0,432 

25,389 

Exports 

British  and  Irish  produce — 

Drugs  and  medicinal  pre- 

parations, unenumerated 

value  £ 

80,983 

70,484 

77,523 

Other  chemicals  and  medi- 

cinal preparations 

188,170 

186,654 

190,796 

Painters'  colours  and  materials 

103,479 

107,924 

116.573 

590,544 

t01,753 

529,468 

value  £ 

17y,582 

175,217 

150,889 

Bleaching  materials 

. .  cwt. 

107,012 

157,574 

165,972 

value  £ 

36.411 

53,117 

62,245 

6,153 

6,384 

7,588 

value  £ 

146,246 

138,521 

159,361 

27.047 

43,692 

37,295 

value  £ 

33,561 

42,167 

35,511 

Foreign  and  Colonial  merchandise — 

Chemicals,  unenumerated 

19,397 

10,007 

18.087 

13,492 

11,177 

10,556 

value  & 

91,93  ) 

42,55s 

29,778 

1,530 

812 

847 

Cutch  and  gambier       . . 

value  £ 

9,402 

5,294 

5,374 

. .  tons 

t25 

943 

1,165 

value  £ 

20,323 

23,618 

31,845 

4,497 

4,524 

4,765 

value  £ 

15,189 

18,414 

17,907 

4,192 

4,032 

2,766 

value  £ 

73,074 

81,lo2 

55  024 

Lac  seed,  shell, stick  and  dye.,  cwt. 

7,702 

8,522 

4,743 

value  £ 

25,023 

25.557 

12,706 

15,L62 

9,078 

9,229 

value  £ 

22,416 

12,111 

12,865 

193 

202 

155 

value  £ 

9,6l9  |  8,147 

6,998 

32,125  i  28,486 

59,732 

value  £ 

44,486 

29,154 

59,619 

Petroleum  oil 

. .  gals. 

52,363 

91,328 

69.416 

value  £ 

1,971 

1  3,071 

3.232 

173,769 

190.645 

223,993 

Nitrate  of  potash  . 

value  £ 

13,611 

18,342 

31,859 

. .  cwt. 

6,876 

259 

2,540 

value  £ 

5,471 

274 

2,181 

153,248 

134,938 

53  900 

Pepper 

value  £ 

5,377 

5,227 

2,066 

lbs. 

3,C5S,516 

2,196,616 

2,571,800 

value  £ 

94,157 

1 

78,814 

88,108 
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Memoranda  for  Correspondent!. 

Always  send  your  proper  name  and  address:  we  do  not  publish  them  unless 
you  wish. 

Write  on  one  side  of  the  paper  only;  write  early;  and  devote  a  separate  sheet 
of  paper  to  each  query  if  you  ask  more  than  one,  or  if  you  are  writing 
about  other  matters  at  the  same  lime. 

If  you  send  us  neicspapers ,  please  mark  what  you  wish  us  to  read. 

Ask  us  anything  of  pharmaceutical  interest:  we  shall  do  our  lest  to  reply. 

Before  writing  for  formula;  consult  the  last  volume,  if  you  have  it. 

Letters,  queries,  <ic,  ywt  noticed  in  this  issue  will,  if  possible,  be  attended  to 
next  week. 


The  Bright  Side. 

Sir, — Your  correspondent  "  E.  H.  C."  has  struck  a  healthy 
key-note,  which  should  arrest  the  attention  and  awaken  the 
interest  of  many  who  are  in  doleful  dumps. 

But  your  correspondent  has  a  great  advantage  over  the 
ordinary  chemist  of  a  small  country  town.  He  has  a  popula- 
tion to  work  upon.  The  greater  the  number  of  people  upon 
whom  a  man's  energy  is  expended,  the  larger  his  clientele 
ought  to  be.  An  advantageous  locality  and  position  are  of 
very  great  importance,  but  are  not  absolutely  essential  to 
success.  And  very  few  of  the  old  "  family  "  businesses  can, 
in  these  days,  secure  the  connection  which  was  the  mainstay 
of  our  fathers'  livings  Their  reputation  was  of  great  value  a 
few  years  ago,  but  Radicalism  has  so  much  affected  "  the 
nation  of  shopkeepers  "  that,  leaving  out  of  consideration  the 
historic  pharmacies  of  London,  there  are  very  few  businesses 
that  can  rely  upon  anything  but  the  energy  and  tact  of  their 
proprietors. 

We  are  overdone  with  the  perpetual  circulars  of  new  pre- 
parations and  the  offers  of  special  agencies.  My  plan  is  to 
accept  all  that  I  think  will  be  in  any  way  useful  in  bringing 
grist  to  my  mill.  One  has  to  exercise  a  wise  discretion  in 
rejecting  such  as  exhibit  more  astute  ingenuity  than  honest 
utility.  The  publicity  given,  if  no  sales  are  effected,  is  a 
direct  benefit.  The  mistake,  too  often,  made  is  that  a 
chemist  attempts  to  force  the  sale  of  an  article  quite  unsuited 
to  the  class  of  people  he  is  able  to  reach.  He  is,  therefore, 
disheartened. 

Another  point  in  your  correspondent's  letter  is  the  proper 
■dressing  of  the  shop  and  its  windows.  I  make  a  practice 
when  from  home  of  noting  the  style  and  exhibits  of  my 
confreres.  I  am  bound  to  admit,  however,  that  new  ideas  are 
rarely  met  with.  I  see  many  pharmacies  which  I  envy,  and 
many  which  I  think  might  easily  be  made  enviable. 

I  consider  it  of  great  importance  that  the  confidence  and 
good- will  of  doctors  and  trained  nurses  should  be  cultivated. 
They  can  be  made  very  useful  or  very  harmful.  I  have 
lately  felt  the  benefit  of  this  good-will  in  respect  to  a  new 
water-mattress  which  I  have  bought. 

I  have  in  my  mind  a  case  in  which  a  chemist  was  in  danger 
of  extinction.  He  made  a  spurt  in  the  direction  of  patent 
proprietaries,  and  to  all  appearance  saved  himself.  Another 
man  quietly  allowed  himself  to  be  snuffed  out,  and  took  a 
situation.  Yours  truly, 

Hedeb.  (192/16.) 


The  Irish  Pharmacy  Act. 

Sir, — Your  correspondent,  "  A  Dublin  Pharmaceutical 
Chemist,"  poses  as  a  modern  Cromwell  wishing  to  lead  his 
brother- pharmacists  to  take  up  arms  against  their  fellow 
chemists  and  druggists,  many  of  whom  served  their  ap- 
prenticeship at  the  same  counter  as  some  of  themselves.  The 
reason  why  a  second  grade  was  not  authorised  (this  is  ad- 
mitted by  the  Council)  was  that  under  the  Act  there  was  no 
distinction  made  as  to  the  power  of  the  second  grade  to  dis- 
pense.   But  your  correspondent  asserts  that  there  is  no  room 


for  the  second  grade.  This  is  very  silly,  because  the  second 
grade  actually  exists  at  present.  Moreover,  would  not  that 
second  grade  be  a  source  of  strength  when  once  associated 
with  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  1  The  Council,  in  approach- 
ing this  matter  and  endeavouring  to  get  it  settled,  will  only 
be  putting  matters  in  a  satisfactory  way,  which  everyone 
admits  has  not  been  the  case  since  the  Act  was  passed  in 
1875.  I  am,  sir,  yours  respectfully, 

Belfast,  November  7.  A  Subscriber. 


Sik, — Many  of  the  pharmaceutical  chemists  of  Belfast  are 
becoming  doubtful  whether  or  not  the  Council  in  Dublin  will 
have  backbone  enough  to  resist  the  influences,  sinister  and 
other,  which  are  being  brought  to  bear  upon  them  with 
reference  to  the  position  of  grocers  selling  medicines  in 
Ireland.  As  the  safeguarding  of  the  interestsof  pharmaceutical 
chemists  in  this  and  other  respects  is — after  the  exami- 
nation of  candidates — the  chief  end  and  object  of  the 
Society,  if  the  Council  makes  a  venal,  contemptible,  weak- 
kneed  surrender  on  this  occasion,  it  will  be  the  duty  of 
pharmaceutical  chemists  to  consider  whether  or  not  it  is 
worth  their  money  to  continue  joined  to  it,  or  whether  they 
will  rather  stand  aloof  from  it,  and  allow  it  to  fall  to  pieces 
from  its  own  weight. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

Belfast.  Pharmaceutical. 


Physiological  Action  of  Colchicum. 

Sir, — My  attention  has  been  directed  to  a  letter  from 
Dr.  C.  S.  Taylor  in  your  issue  of  November  5.  That  letter  is 
absolutely  untelligible  to  me,  as  it  seems  to  have  been  to  you, 
sir.  I  shall  take  no  further  notice  of  any  letters  on  this 
subject  from  Dr.  Taylor,  or  on  his  behalf,  after  this  letter. 
You  have  already  in  your  note  on  the  subject  in  your  issue 
of  October  15  referred  to  my  exposure  of  Dr.  Taylor  in  the 
British  Medical  Journal,  and  I  need  only  now  say  that  I 
nave  neither  time  nor  inclination  to  expose  Dr.  Taylor's 
actions  further,  especially  as  I  determined  to  place  the  whole 
matter  before  the  Medical  Council,  and  the  licensing  bodies 
from  whom  Dr.  Taylor  received  his  licences.  I  am  ashamed 
to  think  that  any  member  of  our  profession  could  be  capable 
of  committing  so  gross  a  plagiarism  on  another's  writings.  I 
refrain  from  characterising  Dr.  Taylor's  conduct,  but  leave 
the  subject  to  your  readers  and  the  profession  generally. 
I  am,  Sir,  yours  faithfully, 

J.  M'Gre  gor  Maclagan,  M.D. 

Riding  Miil-on-Tyne,  November  7. 


The  Sanitas  Trade  Mark. 

Sirj — With  respect  to  the  matter  to  which  reference  was 
made  in  your  issue  of  last  week,  Messrs.  Maw,  Son  &  Thomp- 
son have  sanctioned,  at  our  request,  the  publication  in  your 
journal  of  the  following  letter  in  reply  to  our  communication 
of  the  2nd  inst.  Asking  you  to  kindly  insert  it, 
Yours  faithfully, 

C.  T.  Kingzett, 
London,  Nov.  8.  Managing  Director. 

(%•) 

7  to  12  Aldersgate  Street,  London,  E.C. 

November  3. 
The  Sanitas  Co.  (Limited),  Letchford's  Buildings. 

Dear  Sirs, — We  are  in  receipt  of  yours  of  yesterday,  and 
in  reply  beg  to  state  that  until  we  received  same  this  morn- 
ing we  were  not  aware  of  the  facts  communicated  therein. 

After  making  inquiries  into  the  matter  we  now  beg  to 
state  that  we  did  not  commence  to  sell  the  article  until  this 
week,  and  we  have  only  disposed  of  a  few  shillings'  worth. 

Immediately  on  receipt  of  your  letter  we  gave  instructions 
for  the  remainder  of  our  stock  to  be  returned  to  the  maker, 
and  we  undertake  not  to  sell  any  more  with  the  word 
"Sanitas"  attached.  Trusting  that  this  explanation  will 
prove  satisfactory,  and  requesting  an  acknowledgment  of 
same,  We  are,  yours  respectfully, 

S.  Maw,  Son  &  Thompson. 


November  12,  1887.] 
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Indian  Oil-seeds. 

193/9.  Old  Colonist  writes : — "  In  your  last  issue  you 
quote  some  remarks  on  oils  and  oil-seeds  from  the  Indian 
Agriculturist,  in  which  that  paper  urges  the  India  Office 
to  import  several  shiploads  of  both  Indian  sesame  and  cotton 
seed,  and  sell  them  by  auction.  Allow  me  to  state  that  what 
the  Agriculturist  wants  to  have  the  India  Office  do  has 
been  done  for  many  years  past ;  but  sesame-seed  is  known 
here  commercially  under  a  different  name.  Samples  in 
bottles  are  not  needed,  as  thousands  of  tons  have  already 
been  imported." 


Newspaper  Prescribing. 

SlK, — Mr.  Bradwell  is,  no  doubt,  correct  in  his  implied 
deprecation  of  newspaper  prescribing,  but  he  is  unfortunate 
in  the  case  he  instances.  Only  a  week  or  two  ago  a  corre- 
spondent in  the  Lancet  detailed  some  marvellous  cures  of 
scarlet-fever  he  had  effected  by  means  of  the  internal  ad- 
ministration of  carbolic  acid,  and  also  its  wondrous  efficacy 
as  a  preventive.  I  do  not  exactly  remember  the  dose  recom- 
mended, but  I  think  it  was  fairly  large  ;  in  any  case,  the 
dose  of  the  4-per-cent.  solution,  given  in  the  way  ordered  by 
the  "  newspaper,"  would  not  be  excessive.  Your  corre- 
spondent's best  plan  would  have  been  to  supply  the  solution, 
pointing  out  at  the  time  that  it  was  not  desirable  to  exhibit 
such  a  medicine  except  under  medical  advice. 

Yours,  &c, 

W.  G.  B.  (193/55.) 


Coca  Wine  and  the  Excise. 

Sir, — It  may  not  be  generally  known  to  your  readers  that, 
according  to  a  decision  recently  given  by  the  authorities  at 
Somerset  House,  much  of  the  coca  wine  now  in  the  market, 
being  almost  free  from  "  medication,"  requires  the  possession 
of  a  wine  licence  for  its  sale.  I  have,  however,  recently  obtained 
some  from  a  well-known  London  house,  which,  having  been 
subjected  to  official  analysis  and  sold  with  the  accompanying 
label,  is  declared  to  come  neither  within  the  scope  of  the 
medicine  duty  nor  wine  licences.  It  contains,  I  believe,  the 
extractive  matter  of  2\  oz.  fresh  leaves  to  each  pint  of 
Marsala  wine.  Yours  faithfully, 

11  Green's  End,  Woolwich,  Frederick  Barry. 

November  9. 

The  label  sent  is  worded  as  follows  :— 

Coca  Wine. — For  sleeplessness  and  fatigue  of  mind  and 
body.  Prepared  from  selected  leaves  of  Erytliroxylon  coca, 
and  possessing  their  tonic  and  restorative  properties  in  a 
palatable  and  convenient  form.  Dose. — Half  a  wine-glassful 
before  or  after  meals.    Children,  a  dessert-spoonful. 


The  Trading  Tendencies  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Council. 

Sir, — Homer  reproached  men  for  their  blindness,  and  their 
incapacity  to  understand  life ;  his  strictures  would  have  no 
doubt  been  severer  than  they  were  had  he  referred  to  men 
who  wilfully  put  out  their  eyes,  and  acted  in  contrariety  to 
knowledge  attained.  In  the  days  of  Lear  men  may  have 
been  able  "  to  see  how  the  world  goes  with  no  eyes,"  but 
to-day  the  ocular  faculty  is  required. 

_  Surely,  sir,  there  is  something  the  matter  with  Mr.  Postans's 
vision  when  he  asks  us  to  believe  that  "  pharmacy  as  a 
science  "  will  "  in  the  end  carry  its  promoters  on  to  freedom, 
arm  in  arm  with  chemistry  as  a  profession  distinct  from  the 
medical  qualification."  A  definition  of  your  correspondent's 
idea  of  "  freedom,"  and  a  little  further  description  of  that 
arm  in  arm  procession  of  "  pharmacy  as  a  science,"  and 
"  chemistry  as  a  profession,"  never  speaking  as  they  pass  by 
to  "  the  medical  qualification,"  would  be  interesting,  and  at 
the  same  time  shed  some  lucidity  on  the  sentence. 

Mr.  Postans  affirms  that  the  progressive  aims  of  Mr.  Symes 
would  mean  retrogression,  and  supports  his  thesis  by  logic 
extraordinary.  The  sum  and  substance  of  his  letter  amounts 
to  this— the  Medical  Council  having  eliminated  botany  from 
their  examinations,  and  the  Pharmaceutical  Council  retaining 
it,  the  medical  profession  are  shortly  going  to  hand  over  to 
the  learners  of  botany  all  their  dispensing.    Would  that  all 


could  see  with  Mr.  Postans's  and  with  Dr.  Duckworth's  eyes  ' 
It  is  to  be  feared,  however,  that  this  theurgical  power  is  not 
attributable  to  the  study  of  plants. 

The  actual  state  of  affairs  is  that  so  far  from  dispensing  by 
"  doctors  "  being  on  the  decrease,  it  is  on  the  increase,  and  is 
not  confined,  as  some  will  insist  upon  believing,  to  the  poorer 
districts.  Several  first-class  west-end  suburbs  might  be 
named  where  not  a  prescriber  can  be  found  who  does  not 
dispense. 

Do  medical  men  dispense  because  they  consider  that 
chemists  are  not  capable  of  doing  it  ?  Certainly  not.  They 
do  it  for  the  profit  accruing  from  the  practice  ;  and  now  that 
low  fees  are  prevalent,  and  likely  to  continue,  the  prospect  is 
that  more  surgery-dispensing  will  be  the  rule  instead  of  less. 
At  present  we  have  too  many  of  the  Heraclitus  or  weeping 
style  of  philosophers  casting  the  horoscope  of  pharmacy,  and 
a  little  touch  of  the  risible  powers  of  Democritus  would  deter 
many  from  considering  that  pharmacy  without  a  curriculum 
or  a  research  laboratory  is  going  to  the  devil,  and  that  there 
is  no  redemption  for  pharmacists  who  don't  research,  and 
will  not  "  curriculate."  Yours,  &c, 

W.  G.  Blackham. 


Getting  Pills  Cheap. 

Sir, — Will  you  allow  us  to  caution  the  trade  against  a 
person  who  writes  for  goods  under  the  following  circum- 
stances, which  to  us  appear  suspicious.  Some  time  back  we 
received  a  small  order  for  six  boxes  of  certain  proprietary 
pills,  signed  by  Henry  Parker,  62  Union  Street,  Plymouth. 
The  goods  were  forwarded  per  post,  and  an  invoice  was  sent 
under  separate  cover.  The  invoice  was  returned  to  us  as 
unknown  at  the  address.  It  was  reforwarded  twice,  and 
each  time  returned  with  the  same  remark.  On  further 
inquiry  we  found  that  the  person  residirg  at  the  address 
given  was  an  entire  stranger  to  Parker,  that  the  latter  never 
lived  or  lodged  there,  but  merely  called  one  day  and  stated 
that  he  was  a  stranger  in  the  town  and  had  not  taken  any 
lodgings,  and  asked  if  he  might  have  a  letter  addressed  to 
him  at  62  Union  Street,  which  he  was  allowed  to  do.  A  day 
or  two  after  the  parcel  which  we  sent  was  delivered  by 
parcels  post,  and  Mr.  Parker  fetched  it  away.  After  that 
two  letters  were  left  for  him,  but  as  Mr.  Parker  did  not  call 
'  again  they  were  returned  to  the  postman.  Since  then 
nothing  has  been  heard  from  Parker.  Whether  he  merely 
forgot  to  call  for  further  letters,  or  whether  his  omission  to 
do  so  was  intentional,  we  must  leave  your  readers  to  judge. 
So  far  as  we  can  ascertain,  he  appears  to  be  from  thirty  to 
thirty-five  years  of  age,  rather  tall  and  slight,  and  of  a  darkish 
complexion.  As  far  as  we  are  concerned,  the  amount  is,  for- 
tunately, but  a  small  one  ;  but  we  give  this  note  of  warning 
in  case  others  should  meet  with  similar  experience. 

Yours  truly, 

November  7.  Thos.  Christy  &  Co. 

[We  would  suggest  that  Messrs.  Christy  should  in  future 
refer  such  a  customer  to  the  chemist  and  druggist  of  his 
locality.  If  London  houses  are  willing  to  send  away  their 
property  with  such  touching  confidence  in  the  rectitude  of 
unknown  correspondents  as  was  manifested  in  this  case, 
they  are  simply  encouraging  dishonesty. — Ed.  C.  $  jD.~\ 


The  Apothecaries'  Assistants"  Certificate. 

Sib, — In  reply  to  "  Junior,"  permit  me  to  say  that  I  make 
no  claim  myself  to  the  mystical  letters  "A.  S.  A.,"  never 
having  previously  used- them,  or  seen  them  used  after  a  name. 
I  simply  adopted  them  from  having  some  time  ago  seen  an 
editorial  reply  in  a  leading  medical  journal  to  a  question  as 
to  whether  there  could  be  any  legal  or  ether  objection  to 
any  one  holding  the  Assistants'  Certificate  of  the  Apothe- 
caries' Hall  using  the  letters  "  A.  S.  A."  after  his  name  in  the 
same  manner  that "  A.  P.  S."  is  used  by  Associates  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society.  The  reply  was  : — "  We  see  no  objec- 
tion to  the  use  of  the  letters  specified  if  they  are  not  used 
unnecessarily,  or  in  a  way  to  imply  medical  qualification." 
On  reflection,  however,  I  think  these  initials  "  A.  S.  A."  do 
not  convey  an  accurate  estimate  of  the  qualification  referred 
to,  which  is  simply  "  to  act  as  an  assistant  to  an  apothecary 
in  compounding  and  dispensing  medicines."  I  have  seen  in 
|  chemists'  circulars  the  apothecaries'  assistants'  qualification 
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placed  after  that  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  as  follows  : — 
K  Registered  Dispenser  by  Examination  of  the  Apothecaries' 
Hall,  London  "  ;  so  that  I  should  say  the  letters  "  K.  D.  A." 
<  Registered  Dispensing  Assistant)  would  be  a  more  appro- 
priate title.  Yours  truly, 

Reading.  "  A.  S.  A." 


DISPENSING  NOTES. 


[The  opinion  of  practical  readers  is  invited  on  subjects  dis- 
cussed under  this  heading.} 

Essential  Oil  in  Pills. 

Sir, — I  should  like  to  have  the  opinion  of  some  of  your 
readers  as  to  the  best  way  of  dispensing  the  following.  I 
have  now  dispensed  it  three  times,  but  am  still  not  satisfied : — 

Sotte  hypophosph   gr.  j. 

Ext.  hyoscvami    gr.  j. 

„   colo.  co   gr.  J 

01.  cajeput       ..       ..       ..       ..       ..  Ittj. 

Ext.  lactuca?     ..  ..       ..       ..  qs. 

Ft.  pil.  et  mitte  talis  xxiv.  argent. 

Of  course  my  difficulty  is  with  the  oil.  I  added  gr.  1^  pulv. 
glycyrrhizas  to  each  pill,  but  the  oil  still  bothered  me.  I  let 
them  dry  for  some  time,  and  then  waterproofed  them  previous 
to  silvering,  and  turned  cut  a  fair  pill,  but  not  up  to  my 
standard.  Yours  truly, 

Tragacanth.  (184/73.) 


An  Emulsion  Wanted. 

Sir, — How  can  the  following  be  mixed  so  as  to  form  a 
"Creamy  liquid  which  will  not  separate  ?  — 

Vinegar   1  pint 

Turpentine    ..      ..     i  „ 

Saltpetre    ..       . .  2  oz. 

Ext.  lead  (liq.  plumbi)    1J  „ 

Hyoscyamus.  (180/67.) 


Careless  Writing. 

W.  Orton  (190/69)  sends  us  tracings  of  two  prescriptions 
in  which  the  writer  shows  a  peculiarity,  one  result  of  which 
may  not  be  beneficial  to  his  patients  should  the  prescriptions 
fall  into  careless  hands.  The  peculiarity  is  that  the  contrac- 
tion for  semisse  is  made  exactly  like  a  figure  6,  so  that  the 
dispenser  is  apt  to  read,  as  in  the  tracings  before  us,  "  Tr. 
nucis  vomic;e,  5i6.  ;  "  "  Tinct.  calumbas,  3i6. ;  "  and  "Tr. 
camph.,  3i6."  If  the  dispenser  were  giving  2  fluid  oz.  the 
result  would  be  a  2-drachm  dose  of  the  respective  tinctures  ; 
but  we  trust  that  there  are  few  in  the  drug  trade  who  would 
foe  so  thoughtless. 


Substitution. 

Sir, — I  cannot  agree  with  "Heder"  in  his  advice  to 
"  Garson  "  to  substitute  neat's-foot  oil  for  a  portion  of  the 
lin.  sapo.,  and  to  "  Devoniensis  "  to  use  a  so-called  "  vaseline 
oil "  for  pure  vaseline.  In  such  cases,  where  the  prescriber 
cannot  be  communicated  with,  I  think  it  is  the  duty  of  the 
chemist  to  dispense  the  prescription  as  it  stands,  at  the  same 
time  using  his  discretion  as  to  the  advisability  of  calling  the 
patient's  attention  to  the  unsatisfactory  appearance  of  the 
preparation.  If  this  plan  were  more  generally  adopted, 
medical  men  would  soon  see  the  necessity  of  paying  more 
attention  to  their  prescribing.  Judging  from  the  nature  of 
the  queries  in  "  Dispensing  Notes,"  I  am  inclined  to  think 
that  "  elegant  pharmacy  "  is  being  ridden  to  death. 

Yours  faithfully, 

A.  Laitran. 


An  Ambiguous  Prescription. 

Sir, — What  is  the  opinion  of  your  readers  on  this  pre- 
scription ? — 

Ext.  opii        . .       , .       . .       . .  gr.  ij. 

Pil.  vj.   One  to  be  taken  every  four  hours  if  the  pain  is  severe. 


The  prescription  was  presented  to  be  dispensed  at  10  P  M , 
and  the  medical  man  we  knew  resided  some  four  miles  away. 
The  patient  we  also  heard  was  out  for  the  evening,  but  we 
had  no  information  as  to  the  pain  which  the  pills  were  in- 
tended to  relieve.  Yours,  &c, 
November  3.  Anti-Dolor.  (190/45.) 


Veterinary  Dispensing. 

Sir, — I  wish  a  little  information  as  to  the  dispensing  of 
ext.  cannabis  ind.  I  gave  the  extract  in  3 i j .  doses  to  horses, 
and  find  it  a  most  inconvenient  preparation  without  some 
better  method  of  manipulating  it  than  is  at  present  known 
to  my  professional  brethren.  To  make  a  ball  one  has  to  use 
an  oiled  knife  and  oiled  hands,  and  roll  it  very  rapidly  in 
paper,  and  often  in  a  second  wrapper.  The  extract  varies 
greatly  in  consistence  too ;  sometimes  it  is  sent  out  about 
the  consistence  of  tereb.  venet.,  and  at  others  like  treacle. 

I  have  made  it  into  balls  with  some  dry  powder,  like 
p.  lini,  anisi,  &c,  with  some  measure  of  success,  though  con- 
siderable waste  (it  costs  20s.  per  lb.,  and  2-oz.  doses  yield 
no  profit  at  Is.  6d.  per  ball).  But  the  great  desideratum  is 
some  way  of  mixiDg  it  with  an  ordinary  draught,  as,  for 

.nstance,  in  a  case  of  colic. 
1 

01.  terebinth  Jij. 

2Ether.  rect  3j. 

Tinct.  opii    ..  ij. 

01.  lini  ad  Jviij. 

If.   Ft.  haust. 

If  any  of  your  readers  would  favour  me  with  the  modus 
operandi  of  rendering  it  miscible  with  the  above  or  any 
similar  mixture,  they  would  confer  a  benefit  on  the  profes- 
sion, as  well  as  on  Yours  obediently. 

East  Grinstead,  Nov.  9.     Harold  Leeney,  M.R.C.V.S. 


Eecording  Dispensing  Work. 

Sir, — I  know  many  chemists  who  keep  no  record  of  their 
daily  dispensing.  There  are  many  advantages  in  keeping 
such  an  account.  It  is  a  valuable  check  in  bookkeeping.  My 
system  is  to  enter  all  repeats  in  the  prescription-book,  under 
current  dates.  Yours  truly, 

Heder. 


LEGAL  QUERIES. 

23/36.  J.  T.  D.  asks  whether  the  use  of  a  rider  (which 
may  be  lifted  off  and  placed  on  as  required)  on  the  arm  of 
retail  scales  for  the  purpose  of  balancing  bottles,  &c,  is  legal 
or  not. 

[There  is  nothing  illegal  in  the  mode  of  adjustment  de- 
scribed ;  but  there  is  some  danger  of  its  being  used  when  it 
is  not  required,  and  thus  making  the  scales  unjust  within  the 
meaning  of  the  Weights  and  Measures  Act.  Several  cases 
have  been  decided  according  to  the  circumstances  of  each 
particular  case.  The  great  point  is  whether  the  scales  were 
used  or  intended  to  be  used  for  the  purpose  of  defrauding 
the  customer  or  customers.  If  you  were  to  place  the  counter- 
balance weights  in  the  scale,  you  could  not  overlook  them 
when  you  altered  the  weight  previous  to  again  using  the 
scales.  But  an  attachment  which  is  not  in  the  scale,  but 
upon  the  beam  (that  being  an  unusual  place),  might  possibly 
escape  notice,  although  you  may  think  this  improbable.  At 
all  events,  you  might  not  in  every  case  remove  the  rider  im- 
mediately ;  and  if  the  inspector  were  to  come  into  the  shop 
while  the  beam  was  so  weighted,  you  might  be  called  upon 
to  prove  the  facts  before  the  magistrates,  which  would  be 
unpleasant  even  if  the  explanation  should  prove  satisfactory. 
A  convenient  weight  for  balancing  bottles  in  scales  is  a  box 
of  shot  ] 

Junior  asks  whether  chemists  are  bound  to  produce  their 
poison-book  to  any  officer  of  the  law  who  may  wish  to  peruse 
the  same  ? 

[Chemists  are  not  exactly  at  the  mercy  of  every  officious 
policeman  who  may  come  into  their  shop ;  but  if  any  in- 
quiries should  be  made  in  the  interests  of  justice,  it  is 
generally  advisable  to  show  willingness  to  give  any  informa- 
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tion  which  may  be  in  their  power,  and  which  they  ought  to 
give  if  called  as  witnesses.  The  Pharmacy  Act,  which  pre- 
scribes the  form  in  which  the  register  of  poisons  should  be 
kept,  does  not  go  any  further,  but  leaves  the  use  to  be  made 
of  the  book  to  the  general  law  in  respect  of  the  procuring  of 
evidence  for  the  prosecution  in  criminal  oases.  If  it  should 
become  necesaary  for  the  chemist  to  give  evidence  and  pro- 
duce the  book,  he  could  be  compelled  to  do  so  in  any  prose- 
cution of  a  supposed  poisoner.  If,  however,  he  were  charged 
with  having  himself  committed  a  breach  of  the  law  in  respect 
of  the  register  of  poisons  which  he  is  required  to  keep,  he 
might  stand  upon  his  defence,  deal  with  the  prosecutors  at 
arm's  length,  and  let  them  complete  their  evidence  in  the 
best  way  they  could ;  he  would  not  be  bound  to  criminate 
himself,  or  in  any  way  to  assist  the  prosecutors  in  procuring 
a  conviction  against  him.] 


7/189.  S.  G.  wants  to  know  if  there  is  any  need  of  a  con- 
veyance drawn  up  by  a  lawyer  in  the  following  case : — As 
executor  of  a  will  he  is  intrusted  to  sell  a  business,  &c,  to  the 
son  for  1,200^.,  which  price  the  latter  is  willing  to  give.  Can 
he  put  this  through  without  employing  a  lawyer  ? 

[He  cannot.  In  order  that  the  son  may  have  a  good  title 
to  the  property,  it  is  absolutely  necessary  that  it  should  be 
conveyed  to  him  by  a  deed,  which  must  be  prepared  by  a 
solicitor  on  his  behalf,  and  perused  by  the  vendor's  solicitor. 
The  purchaser  will  pay  the  costs  of  his  own  solicitor  ;  and 
the  costs  on  the  vendor's  side  will  be  chargeable  in  the 
account  with  the  trust  estate.] 


14/192.  One  Disgusted. — Only  the  Pharmaceutical  Society 
can  prosecute  in  the  cases  you  refer  to.  Write  to  the 
secretary  and  give  him  full  and  exact  particulars  of  your 
complaint.  Observe  that  the  sale  of  chlorodyne  by  un- 
registered persons  is  not  illegal. 


52/192.  Enquirer  (Twickenham). — Judging  from  your  brief 
statement,  we  should  say  you  have  quite  sufficient  ground 
for  entering  opposition  to  the  registration  of  the  trade-mark. 


7/193.  Chemist  (Bradford). — The  Hop  Bitters  Company 
have  no  pateDt  in  their  preparation.  They  have  trade-mark 
rights  and  common  law  rights  in  their  property,  so  that  they 
can  prevent  any  person  from  selling  an  article  likely  to  be 
mistaken  by  customers  as  theirs.  We  do  not  suppose  they 
have  ever  made  the  ridiculous  threat  you  attribute  to  them 
that  they  will  prosecute  any  chemist  who  puts  up  quinine 
wine  in  square  amber  panelled  bottles. 


6/193.  Assistant. — The  Pharmaceutical  "  Preliminary  "  is 
not  accepted  in  substitution  of  any  of  the  medical  pre- 
liminaries. The  diploma  of  the  Apothecaries'  Society  entitles 
the  possessor  to  registration  and  to  practise. 

65/192.  W.  If.— An  unregistered  person  may  sell  all  things 
that  a  registered  person  may  tell  except  the  articles  named 
in  the  poison  schedule.  He  may  not,  however,  call  himself  a 
chemist  and  druggist,  or  use  any  similar  title.  He  may  hold 
a  patent-medicine  licence,  and  may  then  sell  all  bond  fide 
patent  medicines,  even  if  these  contain  poisons.  He  may 
mix  and  sell  any  drugs  or  medicines  if  they  are  not  poisons, 
and  he  may  use  labels  for  such  giving  his  name  and  address. 


MISCELLANEOUS  INQUIRIES. 

189/10.  J.  M — Glass  is  generally  frosted  by  the  appli- 
cation of  a  mixture  of  powdered  fluorspar  and  sulphuric 
acid.  Hydrofluoric  acid  should  not  be  used.  Methylated 
Spirit  is  ordinary  alcohol — not  necessarily  highly  rectified — 
to  which  one  volume  of  wood  naphtha  has  been  added  to 
every  nine  volumes.  This  may  only  be  retailed  by  those  who 
hold  a  methylated  spirit  licence ;  but  by  dissolving  in  a 
gallon  of  this  spirit  3  oz.  of  a  resin,  such  as  shellac  or 
sandarac,  it  is  converted  into  "  finish,"  and  may  be  sold 
without  a  licence. 


187/31.  W.  F.  W.— We  do  not  know  how  Sunlight  soap 
is  made. 


Books. 

188/54.  (7ij>.  —  "Works  on  Cremation. — "  Cremation^ 
&c."  Sir  Henry  Thompson.  Is.  "  Cremation  ;  its  History 
&c."  W.  Eassie,  C.E.  8s.  6d.  "  Transactions  of  the  Cre. 
mation  Society  of  England."  Illustrated.  Nos.  1  and  2 
Is.  each.    All  published  by  Smith,  Elder  &  Co.  , 

186/8.  Alf. — The  perfumery  works  which  you  name  are 
standard  books,  and  others  give  little  additional  information. 
Dussance's  "  Practical  Guide  "  (Triibner)  and  Askinson's  "  Die 
Parfumerie-fabrikation  "  (Hartleben,  Leipzig)  contain  useful 
information. 

188/71.  H.  B.  D.— There  is  no  modern  work  like 
Hooper's  Dictionary  except  Quain's,  which,  however,  although 
most  valuable,  is  specially  adapted  for  medical  men. 


54/190.  Magucs.  Sulph. — All  the  letters  which  reached  ua 
were  forwarded. 

61/192.  Duplex. — We  do  not  give  the  names  of  corre- 
spondents who  prefer  to  be  anonymous. 


190/20.  A  Hull  Subscriber.— Some  Electric  Snuff  which 
we  recently  examined  was  simply  powdered  hellebore.  We 
have  given  a  formula  for  a  reliable  article  in  the  current 
volume. 


190/10.  J.  E.  M.— Try  the  B.P.C.  formula  for  syr.  hypo- 
phos.  co.  (see  C.  ,f  D.,  September  3),  with  the  improvements 
suggested  in  our  note  on  the  subject,  September  24,  p.  392. 


190/66.  Post. — Eefer  to  Mr.  St.  Dalmas's  advertisement 
in  this  journal.  Barrack  Sergeant's  Drops. — Oil  of  juniper 
and  oil  of  turpentine,  of  each  H  oz.  ;  rectified  spirit,  3  oz. ; 
tincture  of  opium,  2  drachms.  Mix.  Ten  to  twenty  drops 
on  sugar. 


190/72.  J.  W.  Jackson  writes  : — "  Please  tell  me  what 
yellow  orpiment  is.  I  have  been  asked  for  it,  and  the  drug 
travellers  whom  I  have  asked  cannot  tell  me."  This  is  a 
chance  for  the  Research  Laboratory.  Problem :  To  find, 
examine,  and  report  upon  the  drug  travellers.  J.  W.  J. 
will  find  all  he  wants  to  know  in  his  reference-book  under 
some  yellow  sulphide  of  arsenic. 


179/53.  A  Clapliam  Subscriber. — It  is  the  case  that  many 
wholesale  houses  make  tinctures  by  macerating  the  drugs 
in  the  menstruum  for  an  indefirite  period,  drawing  off 
quantities  as  they  are  required.  ■  This  may  explain  why 
tinctures  are  sometimes  dark,  but  the  explanation  is  not 
universally  applicable.  There  are  some  preparations  which 
are  undoubtedly  darker  when  made  in  large  quantities.  The 
conditions  were  well  put  forth  in  the  note  by  Dr.  lnglis 
Clark  in  a  recent  issue.  If  your  arsenium  iodide  does  not 
give  a  blue  coloration  with  starch  paste  it  cannot  contain 
free  iodine.  The  original  Donovan's  solution  was  boiled,  and 
this  may  account  for  its  colourless  character. 


186/34.  Chocolate  has  had  Eau  Sedative  to  supply  to  a 
customer,  but  cannot  give  satisfaction.  The  preparation  is  a 
Codex  one,  and  is  made  by  dissolving  6  parts  of  common  salt 
in  96  parts  of  water,  and  adding  12  parts  of  solution  of 
ammonia  and  1  part  of  spirit  of  camphor.  "  Chocolate  "  has 
made  this,  but  it  is  not  the  same  as  his  customer  gets  from 
a  seaside  firm.  There  is  not  so  much  deposit,  and  what 
there  is  is  not  so  finely  divided.  He  asked  the  seaside 
chemists  to  send  him  the  form  if  it  was  not  a  proprietary 
article ;  if  it  was,  to  send  him  a  bottle.  They  sent  a  bottle 
and  not  the  form,  as  they  said  it  was  prepared  from  sea- 
water.    We  find  that  such  is  the  case,  and  that  the  pre- 
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cipitate  consists  of  magnesium  hydrate  and  finely-divided 
camphor.  Sea- water  is  now  procurable  in  London :  but 
should  "Chocolate"  not  be  able  to  get  it,  he  should  add 
to  his  eau  sedative  a  few  grains  of  Epsom  salts. 


Composition  Powder.— J".  P.  P.  points  out  that  in  the 
formula  for  this  on  p.  561  "  barberries  "  should  read  "  bay- 
berry  bark." 


30/30.  P.  P.  P.  writes  in  reference  to  "Attraction's" 
remarks  in  a  recent  issue  : — "  I  have  for  some  years  made  up 
the  Board  of  Health  cholera  mixture  from  Squire's  formula, 
in  which  pulv.  aromat.  is  ordered.  This  is  a  synonym  for 
pulv.  cinnamomi  co.,  and  I  have  found  it  a  capital  mixture. 


188  49.  A.  11". — Glycerine  Jelly  (saponaceous). — Dis- 
solve 1  oz.  of  transparent  soap  in  4  oz.  each  of  water  and 
glycerine  by  the  aid  of  heat,  and  add  20  oz.  of  glycerine 
while  still  warm.    Perfume  to  taste. 


If.  L. — The  contents  of  the  Chemical  Barometer  are  : — 
Camphor,  2|  drachms  ;  rectified  spirit,  11  drachms  ;  water, 
9  drachms  :  nitrate  of  potash  and  chloride  of  ammonium,  of 
each  38  grains.  Dissolve  the  camphor  in  the  spirit  and  the 
salts  in  the  water.  Mix. 


190/16.  P.  F. — Birdlime  is  made  from  the  bark  of  the 
holly,  but  a  factitious  article  is  made  by  boiling  linseed  oil 
over  a  slow  fire  until  it  becomes  thick  and  sticky.  A  little 
resin  may  be  added  to  the  oil. 


190  44.  J.  B.  Bond,— Anti-Catarrhal  Smelling- Salts.— 
See  formula  in  last  volume,  page  247.  The  following  is  the 
Extra  Pharmacopeia  one  : — Absolute  phenol.  24  parts ;  car- 
bonate of  ammonia,  16  parts  ;  strong  solution  of  ammonia, 
44  parts ;  oil  of  lavender,  1^  part ;  camphor,  3  parts ;  pine 
sawdust,  q.s. 


37/33.  Saccharin, — Neuralgic  Powders. — Ferri  peroxid. 
pulv.,  gr.  viij.;  cinchonid.  sulph.,  gr.  ij.  ;  pulv.  zingib., 
gr.  iv. :  pulv.  glycyrrhiz  ,  gr.  iv.  Mix.  A  good  and  safe 
powder :  to  be  given  every  four  hours.  See  also  page  334. 
Nervine  Snuff  —  l'ou  will  find  a  formula  on  page  263 
(August  27). 


190  57.  A.  Hawthorne  —  Glycerine  Cream  (with almonds). 
— Try  the  following :— Bitter  almonds,  1  oz. ;  sweet  almonds, 
3  oz.  Blanch  and  beat  into  a  paste  with  3  drachms  almond 
oil  and  2  drachms  powdered  curd  soap,  gradually  add  12  oz. 
of  water,  and  strain.  Then  mix  the  iollowing: — Otto  of 
rose,  8  drops ;  oil  of  neroli,  3  drops :  rectified  spirit,  1\  oz. ; 
glycerine,  2  oz. ;  water,  5  oz.  Mix  with  the  strained  emul- 
sion, and  make  up  to  a  pint  with  water.  Quince  mucilage 
prevents  separation  in  such  emulsions  as  the  foregoing. 


188,67.  J.  E.  G. — The  directions  for  making  the  Essence 
of  Linseed  are — "  Dissolve  the  oil  of  aniseed  in  the  tincture 
of  tolu,  and  add  to  the  infusion  of  linseed,  then  add  the 
chlorodyne  and  other  ingredients,  keeping  the  bottle  well 
shaken."  It  is  not  intended  to  form  a  clear  preparation,  but 
a  more  elegant  one  is  made  as  follows  : — 

Chlorodyne    ..  3j. 

Oil  of  anise     "   "Iv. 

S.  V.  R.    ..       ..   3j. 

Tincture  of  senega    . .  sss. 

Tincture  of  squill       . .       . .       . .       . .  3ss. 

Infusion  of  linseed    Si. 

Syrup  of  tolu    to  Jiv. 

Dissolve  the  oil  in  the  spirit  and  add  to  the  tinctures  previously  mixed 
■with  the  chlorodyne.  Viv  the  linseed  infusion  with  1  oz.  of  the  syrup  and 
add  the  tincture  mirrnre  gradually  to  it  with  constant  shaking,  then 
make  up  to  4  oz.  with  syrup  of  tolu. 


36/30.  P.  P.  P. — You  may  use  only  half  of  the  glycerine 
during  maceration,  and  add  the  rest  after  filtration. 

189  38.  The  Owl, — Bingworm  Lotion  for  Cattle. — Per- 
chloride  of  mercury,  8  grains :  glycerine,  1  oz. ;  water,  7  oz. 
Dissolve  and  colour  with  cochineal.  Cod- liver  Oil  Emul- 
sion (with  hypophosphites).  —  Baily's  formula,  given  on 
March  5,  page  305,  modified  as  suggested  by  Mr.  Conroy 
(p.  512),  will  suit  you. 


189  61.  F.  TT'.  B. — Non  arsenical  Depilatory  may  be 
made  with  barium  sulphide  and  slaked  lime  in  equal  propor- 
tions, diluted  with  their  own  weight  of  starch. 


189  27.  A  Bradford  Subtcriher. —  Furniture  Cream. — 
Yellow  wax,  3  oz. ;  pearlash,  2  oz. ;  water,  6  oz.  Boil  and  add 
2  oz.  of  linseed  oil  and  5  oz.  of  turpentine  ;  shake  well. 


189  46.  King  Oak.  —  We  have  re-published  recently  a 
formula  for  marking  ink. 


191/37.  T.  Lwnsden. — Shoemaker's  Heel  Ball — Paraffin, 
3  parts ;  yellow  wax,  1  part.  Melt  together  and  cast  into 
round  cakes.  For  black  heel  ball  use  the  same  and  colour 
with  fine  lampblack. 


297/10.  Dudley  Gill. —  The  crystallised  appearance  on 
tin  boxes  may  be  imitated  by  dipping  the  tin  in  a  warm  mix- 
ture of  sulphuric  acid  1  part,  and  water  4  parts.  The  difference 
in  the  size  of  the  "  crystals  "  is  dae  to  different  strengths  of 
acid  used.  In  this  case  it  is  simply  brushed  on.  The  bronze 
used  is  simply  transparent  varnish  coloured  with  aniline  dye. 
Bronzing  Liquid  suitable  for  all  metals  : — Dissolve  10  parts 
of  fuchsine  and  5  parts  of  aniline  purple  in  100  parts  of 
95  per  cent,  alcohol  by  the  aid  of  heat :  add  5  parts  of  ben- 
zoic acid,  and  boil  for  five  or  ten  minutes  until  the  green 
colour  changes  to  a  light  bronze-brown.  This  is  applied  with 
a  brush,  and  protected  by  a  coat  of  pale  varnish  if  necessary. 


193/44.  A  Leicester  Friend.— The  Liquor  Potassae  has 
been  made  with  imperfectly- washed  lime  ;  the  precipitate  is 
hydrate  of  alumina.  In  addition  to  the  formulae  which  have 
recently  been  given,  the  following-  are  said  to  afford  clear 
Glycerine  Jelly : — (1.)  Nelson's  gelatine  lozenges,  10  ;  rose- 
water,  4  oz. :  glycerine,  3  oz.  Dissolve  by  the  aid  of  heat. 
(2.)  Cox's  gelatine,  2  oz. ;  glycerine  and  rose-water,  of  each 
24  oz.  Steep  the  gelatine  in  the  water  until  soft,  then  add 
the  glycerine,  and  dissolve  by  the  aid  of  a  gentle  heat.  If 
opaque,  shake  up  while  warm  with  |  oz.  of  washed  kaolin,  and 
strain  through  felt.  Then  add  12  drops  of  oil  of  rose 
geranium. 


193  2.  Talhaiarn,—  Camphor  Ball.— Spermaceti,  2  oz. 
white  wax,  4  oz.  ;  almond  oil,  10  oz.  Melt,  and  in  the  warm 
mixture  dissolve  2  oz.  of  flowers  of  camphor.  Stir  occasion- 
ally until  thick,  then  pour  into  the  boxes.  Cold  Cream. — 
Several  formulas  were  recently  given  by  our  correspondents. 
For  Blackheads  the  late  Erasmus  Wilson  recommended  a 
lotion  of  perchloride  of  mercury  (2  grs.  to  the  oz.)  in  almond 
emulsion,  with  a  little  spitit  added.  But  soap  and  water 
should  be  liberally  used,  and  the  deposition  should  be 
squeezed  out. 


192  46.  J.  P.  E.—The  stickiness  of  your  gelatine  and  gly- 
cerine bottle-capping  is  due  to  the  use  of  too  much  glycerine. 


Information  Wanted. 

[Replies  to  the  following  requests  solicited  by  correspon- 
dents of  The  Chemist  and  Druggist.] 

184  31.    How  to  prevent  seaweeds  shrivelling  when  dried. 
178  46.    Composition  of  Missisquoi  water. 
145/61.    Composition  or  makers  of  sal  mineralis. 


